2026 FALL- THEOLOGICEAL. CONFERENCE

Reimagine. Discover. Dream.

What if it's time to get back to the basics? How might our Lutheran theology and
practices help us navigate today's dynamic realities and lean into the particularities
of our contexts? How might Lutheran Christian thinking reimagine leadership and
ministry in this time?

In our time together, we will reimagine the church's core calling, discover
leadership that is faithful and dynamic, and dream about being part of a Spirit-led
movement. Through practices, discussions, and reflecting on our own context,
participants will be part of a community discerning how to accompany people in
discovering a Christian way of life in their everyday life and claim a vision for living
abundantly.

Presented by Dr. Terri Elton

Dean of Academic Affairs and Professor of Leadership, Luther Seminary

September 28-30

Pere Marquette Lodge & Conference Center
13653 Lodge Boulevard, Grafton

Single room Double room Commuter/Camper
$370 $295/person $145

Retired rostered ministers receive a $50 discount on all
registration types.

Campsites are available nearby in Pere Marquette State
Park if you would like to camp out. You are responsible for
making your own camping arrangements. Visit
dnr.illinois.gov for more information.

Register by August 21

CSIS-ELCA.org/ftc26




Dr. Terri Elton

Dean of Academic Affairs and Professor of
Leadership, Luther Seminary

Terri Martinson Elton began teaching at Luther Seminary as an
adjunct instructor in 2004 before becoming the director of the
Center for Children, Youth and Family Ministry in 2008. In
addition to her continued work with the Center, Elton accepted
the position of associate professor of children, youth and family
ministry in 2010 and associate professor of leadership in 2014.

Elton's research and teaching interests include: congregational leadership, leading in the midst
of change and conflict, helping ministry leaders craft a missional ecclesiology with an eye
toward the First Third of Life, awakening a vibrant theology of baptism and vocation and
reimagining faith and mission practices for children, youth, young adults and their families.

MONDAY, SEPT. 28 TUESDAY, SEPT. 29 WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 30
2:00 p.m. Sign-in begins 7:30 a.m. Breakfast 7:30 a.m. Breakfast
Free time 8:45 a.m. Morning Prayer 9:00 a.m. Presentation 4
5:30 p.m. Supper 9:15 a.m. Presentation 2 10:00 a.m. Break
6:45 p.m. Welcome 10:30 a.m. Break 10:15 a.m. Sending
7:00 p.m. Presentation 1 10:45 a.m. Bishop's Hour Worship
8:15 p.m. Worship with 12:00 p.m. Lunch 12:00 p.m. Return keys &
Holy 1:00 p.m. Free time name tags
Communion 5:30 p.m. Supper
6:45 p.m. Presentation 3
with Worship
8:15 p.m. Games and
snacks
PRESENTATION 1 PRESENTATION 2
Reimagining the Church’s Call Discovering Faithful Leadership in
Unpredictable and Complex Times
PRESENTATION 3 PRESENTATION 4
Practicing Being a Cruciform Joining a Spirit-Led Movement:
Community of Hope God's People on the Move

Schedule is tentative and subject to change. A final schedule will be provided at the conference.

The afternoon of Tuesday, Sept. 29 is your free time. You may do something of your own, or you can
take advantage of the area. The state park and surrounding area offer a variety of activities, including
hikes, zip lines, bike trails, and more. Visit PMLodge.net to explore some options.
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