
Hear ye, Hear ye!  
Our Synod Council selected Sunday,  
April 12, 2026, as Madagascar Day. 

Due to scheduling conflicts, many congregations 
have elected to celebrate it on other days! 

 

Every congregation is encouraged to learn about 
Madagascar since we are a companion synod to the 
Ambovombe-Androy and Faradofay Synods of the Malagasy 
Lutheran Church in Madagascar.  Do you realize that: 
• The Malagasy Lutheran Church has over 4 million  

baptized members and is one of the fastest growing 
Lutheran bodies in the world? 

• Madagascar is the fourth largest island on earth? 
• 90% of its wildlife – including over 100 species of  

lemurs – are native only to Madagascar? 
• It produces 80% of the world's natural vanilla? 
• Despite the popular movies, there are no native  

lions, giraffes, hippos, or zebras in Madagascar? 
• It is called the Great Red Island due to the high  

iron content in its red soil? 
• Despite its wealth of biodiversity, 90% of the  

population lives on less than $2 a day? 
 

Our synod provides financial support to seminaries and Bible schools in our companion 
synods.  In 2025, we also provided funding to purchase materials for repairing churches 
damaged by cyclones and renovating a vocational trade school for women.  This funding 
comes from the offering at the Synod Assembly worship service, and from individual and 
congregational donations sent to the synod office c/o The Madagascar Fund.  
 

This is a great opportunity for people of all ages in your congregation(s) to have fun; 
learn about Madagascar; and raise funds to help support our companion synods.  Look 
through the materials in the “Madagascar Day” label under the “Mission & Ministry” tab on 
the synod website and select the items of interest to you.  You will find coloring pages, 
drawings, games, photos, recipes, simple art projects, and videos along with bulletin 
inserts, prayer petitions and a short worship service to begin or end your event.  Perhaps you 
would like to prepare a selection of Malagasy foods after a worship service; watch videos of 
greetings sent from our Malagasy sisters and brothers; play Madagascar Bingo; learn about 
its unique plants and animals; or host a family event by showing a “Madagascar” movie and 
giving people of all ages an opportunity to color Malagasy scenery.  The opportunities are 
limitless, and you may want to celebrate the event by joining in with other congregations! 
   

Celebrate Madagascar Day by picking a date in 2026 that works for you!  Feel free to 
incorporate activities into children’s faith formation classes, adult Bible studies, or VBS 
throughout the year.  Use your imagination; have fun; and don’t forget to send your 
photos and a 30-second video greeting for our Malagasy sisters and brothers, to 
Michael Horn in the synod office! 


