
Report from the Women of the ELCA 
 

“I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” 
Psalm 139:14 

 
These words from the psalmist remind us that we’re created with intention, care, and deep love. 
Each of us is known by God, valued by God, and called into community with one another. That 
promise is at the heart of the ministry we share as Women of the ELCA. 
 

Every three years, the Women of the ELCA gather for the Triennial Convention 
and Gathering. This year, it will be held in Des Moines, Iowa – an easy drive 
for many of us in central Illinois. The theme, “I Am Worthy,” draws directly 
from Psalm 139:14 and invites us to reflect on our identity as beloved children 
of God. There will be much to experience at the Des Moines Convention 

Center: exhibits, workshops, opportunities for learning and discernment, the Run, Walk, and Roll 
5K, and even the Bold Café Dance Party. It promises to be a meaningful and joy-filled time 
together. 
 
If you haven’t already registered and would like more information, visit WELCA.org. If you’re 
looking for a place to stay, the C/SIS Board has rented a house in West Des Moines and still has 
a few beds available. 
 
If traveling to Des Moines isn’t possible, we hope you’ll join us closer to home on September 19 
for our Biennial Convention at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Decatur. This one-day event will 
include displays, speakers, worship, fair trade, fellowship, and fun. We’ll also be holding 
elections for the board, so please prayerfully consider whether you might be called to serve. 
 
And if you’re in the Peoria area, mark your calendar for the Northern Conference Summer 
Gathering at Bethel Lutheran in Bartonville on August 8. Along with lunch, participants will 
enjoy a presentation by a speaker from the Peoria Historical Center. 
 
We’re also delighted to share that we’ve been 
growing! We’ve welcomed two new units this 
year: the Women of Peace from Peace Lutheran 
Church in Springfield (who hosted a wonderful 
Be Bold Vendor Fair in February) and the 
Women of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in 
Pekin. If your congregation doesn’t have an 
active unit, we’d be glad to help you start one. 
 
Over the past year, we’ve gathered in many 
ways and in many places: a Mother/Daughter 
Dinner in Metropolis, the Northern Conference 
Fall Gathering at First English in Peoria, our 
Synod Fall Gathering at Good Shepherd in Champaign, a Fall Party in Gillespie, and the 
Southern Conference Spring Gathering at Prince of Peace in Mt. Vernon. 
 

The C/SIS Board visiting the historical center in Gillespie. 
From left, Pat Caley, Linda Davis, Nancy Schmidt, Carrie 
Hardt, Bobbi Thomas, Elaine Frerichs, and Kathy Olesuk 

hiding behind Jean Scherer. Missing: Mary Jo Ericson. 



This is what we’re all about – women coming together, across towns and congregations, to 
support one another, to serve, to learn, and to grow in faith. It’s a living reminder that we’re not 
alone – that we belong to one another because we belong to God. 
 
As we look ahead, we do so with gratitude for where we’ve been and hope for where God is 
leading us next. We have ideas, we have plans, but most importantly, we have a place for you. 
Because you are fearfully and wonderfully made. Because you are worthy. And because this 
ministry is richer when we walk together. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pat Caley, C/SIS Women of the ELCA President 
 


