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SYNOD COUNCIL MINUTES 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod, ELCA 

Saturday, June 5, 2025 
 

The Synod Council of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod ("C/SIS" or "Synod")  
met at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, June 5, 2025, at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Bloomington, 

with the following members in attendance: 
 

 
Synod Council Present:   

Bishop Greg Busboom 
Ms. Molly Berry 
Rev. Christine McNeal 
Mr. Steve Mitze 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Synod Council Absent 
Mr. Austin Byer 
Ms. Paula Hasty 
Ms. Debbie Peterson 
Ms. Cassie Roach 
 

  Rev. Mary Beenken 
  Rev. Brett Gosteli 
  Rev. Dr. Peter Hinrich 
  Rev. Tom Krieger 
  Rev. Julia Rademacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Present 
Deacon Jason Fisher 
Rev. Amy Ziettlow 
Ms. Kim Zemaitis 
  

Ms. Cynthia Davis 
Ms. Marilyn Dichsen  
Mr. Mark Harms 
Mr. Lee Maki 
Rev. Marlin Otte 
Mr. David Poland 
Dr. Eileen Setti 
Mr. Dennis Wallin 
Ms. Jean Welch 
 
Guests 
Rev. Bill Callister, ELCA 
Rev. Brian Moeller 
  

 

 
Call to order 
Vice-President Molly Berry called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m. 
 
Dwelling in the Word 
Pastor Brett Gosteli led Dwelling in the Word.   
 
Approval of Agenda 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.01 Moved and seconded to approve the agenda with changes and additions 

made by the chair.   
 
Bishop's Report (written reports submitted) 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.02 Moved and seconded to accept reports from Bishop Greg Busboom, 

Assistant to the Bishop Pr. Amy Ziettlow, and Director of Evangelical 
Mission Deacon Jason Fisher.  

 
Vice-President's Report (written report submitted) 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.03 Moved and seconded to accept report from Synod Vice-President Molly 

Berry. 
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Secretary's Report 
• Received minutes of the Executive Committee meeting March 14, 2025 

• Minutes of the Synod Council meeting March 15, 2025 

• Minutes of the Synod Council meeting May 3, 2025 
 

VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.04 Moved to approve the Executive committee recommendation that the Synod 

Council approve minutes of the March 15, 2025, Synod Council meeting. 
SC25.06.05 Moved and seconded to approve the Synod Council minutes of the May 3, 

2025, Synod Council meeting. 
 
Consent Agenda 

A. Constitution Updates (none) 
B.  Approval of On Leave from Call (none) 

   C.  Approval of Retirement Status  
         1. Rev. Dr. Pete Hinrich, St Paul Lutheran Church, Gilman  
         2. Rev. Rita Augsburger, First Lutheran Church, Decatur  
          3. Rev. Nathan Frambach, Ph.D., Professor at Wartburg Seminary     
         D. Receive Roster Changes  
          1. Rev. Dennis O’Brien – transfer to Minneapolis Area Synod   
          2. Rev. Mary Zupansic – transfer to East Central Synod of WI  
          3. Rev. Michael Rahlf – transfer from South-Central Synod of WI and      
                                    installed at Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington  
            4. Deacon Ben Nikodym – Ordained and Installed at St Luke Evangelical 
                          Lutheran Church, Campbell Hill, April 12, 2025  
         5. Death of Rev. Ann Baither, March 21, 2025  
         6. Death of Deacon Helen Pagel, May 7, 2025  
                       E. Recognition of the dissolutions of congregations (none) 
 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.06 Moved to approve Executive Committee recommendation to approve the 

Consent Agenda. 
 
Treasurer's Report - Mr. Steve Mitze 

• Financial Update - Written reports submitted 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.07 Moved and seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 

 
Old Business/no action  

• Potential Campus Ministry Endowment Fund.  

• Received 2025 Audit Report. 
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New Business 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.08 Moved by Rev. Julia Rademacher to approve Executive Committee 

recommendation to extend a Synod Council call to DarlaAnn Kratzer for 
intentional interim ministry at Peace Lutheran Church, Springfield. 

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.09 Moved by Mr. Dennis Wallin to approve Executive Committee 

recommendation to extend a Synod Council call to Specialized Ministry to 
Kevin Eack as chaplain with the Peoria Fire and Police Departments and a 
non-stipendiary call to First English Church, Peoria, as a half-time deacon. 

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.10 Moved by Mr. Lee Maki to approve Executive Committee recommendation 

to Synod Council to approve authority to the Finance Committee to expend 
up to $95,000 to secure repair work for the Central/Southern Illinois Synod 
building roof at the 524 S. Fifth Street location from one of three proposed 
bids. The money is to be provided by use of the Reserves for Roof 
Replacement fund ($44,000 in value as of 4/30/2025) and the balance from 
transfer from the Stifel Money Market Investment Account. Any funds used 
from the Money Market Investment Account will be paid back over time by 
annual Reserve for Roof Expense, currently budgeted at $8,000 annually. 

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.11 Moved by Rev. Brett Gosteli to approve Executive Committee 

recommendation to appoint Mr. Dave Poland as a C/SIS voting member to 
the ELCA 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly July 28–Aug. 2, 2025, at the 
Phoenix Convention Center in Phoenix, AR. Mr. Dave Poland, who 
abstained from voting, replaces a representative who cannot attend. 

 
ITEMS DISCUSSED 

A. The C/SIS has been selected as the recipient of a $491,000 grant from 
Wartburg Theological Seminary as part of their inaugural CaSTLE 
Project grants to support small town and rural communities of disciples. 
These Grants for Transformation are to be used specifically to call an 
additional full-time synod staff member for five years. The primary 
responsibility of this new Assistant to the Bishop for Transformational 
Communities will be to build capacity for long-term vitality in 
communities of disciples located in small towns and rural communities 
across our synod.  

B. The C/SIS SMJA Committee provides annual grants to C/SIS 
congregations and affiliated ministry organizations for outreach 
programs. These can be used for hunger-related ministries within the 
synod.  
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Committee/Liaison Reports 

A. New and Renewing Congregations Committee 
B. Social Ministry, Justice, and Advocacy Committee 
C. Mission Support and Stewardship Education Committee 
D. Global Mission Committee  
E. Adult Faith Formation Committee  
F. Candidacy Committee 
G. Leadership Support Committee 
H. Bridges to Belonging Working Group 

VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.12   Moved and seconded to accept Committee/Liaison reports. 

 
 

Conference Reports 

A.  East Central Conference, Dean, Pastor Julia Rademacher 
B.  Northern Conference, Acting Dean, Pastor Mary Beenken 
C.  Northeast Conference, Dean, Pastor Peter Hinrich 
D.  Northwest Conference, Dean, Pastor Brett Gosteli 
E.  Southern Conference, Dean, Pastor Marlin Otte 
F.  West Central Conference, Dean, Pastor Tom Krieger 
 

VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.13   Moved and seconded to accept Conference Reports. 

 
Other Business 

Adjourn 

VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.06.14 Moved and seconded to adjourn. 
Having concluded business, Vice-President Molly Berry declared the meeting adjourned 

at 10:50 a.m. Rev. Brett Gosteli closed in prayer.   

Respectfully Submitted,  
Pastor Christine McNeal, Secretary       
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SYNOD COUNCIL MINUTES 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod, ELCA 

Monday, July 7, 2025 
 

The Synod Council of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod ("C/SIS" or "Synod")  
met at 7 p.m. Monday, July 7, 2025, via Zoom 

with the following members in attendance: 
 

 
Synod Council Present:   

Bishop Greg Busboom 
Ms. Molly Berry 
Rev. Christine McNeal 
Mr. Steve Mitze 
 
 
 
 
 
Synod Council Absent 
Ms. Marilyn Dichsen  
Ms. Sally Jo Martin 
Rev. Marlin Otte 
Ms. Cassie Roach 
Rev. Kara Wiechmann 
 

  Rev. Brett Gosteli 
  Rev. Tom Krieger 
  Rev. Brian Moeller 
  Rev. Julia Rademacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Present 
Deacon Jason Fisher 
Rev. Amy Ziettlow 
Ms. Kim Zemaitis 
  

Mr. Victor Harling 
Mr. Mark Harms 
Mr. Lee Maki 
Mr. Devin Miller 
Ms. Cory Newman 
Ms. Debbie Peterson 
Mr. David Poland 
Mr. Dennis Wallin 
Ms. Jean Welch 
 
 
  

 

 
Call to order 
Vice-President Molly Berry called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
 
Dwelling in the Word 
Deacon Jason Fisher led Dwelling in the Word.   
 
New Business 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.07.01 Moved by Mr. Lee Maki and seconded by Mr. Devin Miller to extend a five-

year Synod Council term call to the Reverend Kristen Schmid to serve as 
our new full-time Assistant to the Bishop for Transformational Communities 
with a salary following C/SIS Guidelines plus 5 percent, as previously 
approved by Synod Council for such staff ministry positions. Growing out of 
the CaSTLE Project (Community and Small Town Lived Ecclesiology) with 
Wartburg Theological Seminary, the Assistant to the Bishop for 
Transformational Communities will serve collaboratively with our current 
synod staff and leaders in cultivating an ecclesiological transformation in 
small town and rural communities across the synod, focused on baptismal 
renewal and mission.  
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VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.07.02   Moved by Mr. Mark Harms and seconded by the Rev. Julia Rademacher to    
                      appoint Ms. SueAnn Billimock to the C/SIS Candidacy Committee.  
 
VOTED:        Motion carried. 
SC25.07.03   Moved and seconded to move the Synod Council Executive Committee    
                      meeting from Friday, Sept. 19, 2025, to Friday, Sept. 26, 2025, and to move  
                      the Synod Council meeting from Saturday, Sept. 20, 2025, to Saturday,    
                      Sept. 27, 2025.  
 
Adjourn 

VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.07.4 Moved and seconded to adjourn. 
Having concluded business, Vice-President Molly Berry declared the meeting adjourned 

at 7:49 p.m. The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   

Respectfully Submitted,  
Pastor Christine McNeal, Secretary       
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SYNOD COUNCIL MINUTES 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod, ELCA 

Saturday, September 27, 2025 
 

The Synod Council of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod ("C/SIS" or "Synod")  
met at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, September 27, 2025, at Peace Lutheran Church,  

2800 W Jefferson St, Springfield, IL., with the following members in attendance: 
 

 
Synod Council Present:   
Bishop Greg Busboom 
Ms. Molly Berry 
Rev. Christine McNeal 
Mr. Steve Mitze 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Synod Council Absent 
Ms. Sally Jo Martin 
Minister David Poland 
Ms. Cassie Roach 
 

  Rev. Brett Gosteli 
  Rev. Tom Krieger 
  Rev. Brian Moeller 
  Rev. Marlin Otte 
  Rev. Julia Rademacher 
  Rev. Kara Wiechman 

 
 
 
 
Staff Present 
Rev. Kristin Schmid 
Rev. Amy Ziettlow 
Ms. Kim Zemaitis 
 
Staff Absent 
Deacon Jason Fisher 
  

Ms. Marilyn Dichsen 
Mr. Victor Harling  
Mr. Mark Harms 
Mr. Lee Maki 
Mr. Devin Miller 
Ms. Corey Newman 
Mr. David Poland 
Ms. Debbie Peterson 
Mr. Dennis Wallin 
Ms. Jean Welch 
 
 
 
  

 

 
Call to order 
Vice-President Molly Berry called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m. 
 
Dwelling in the Word 
Pastor Marlin Otte led Dwelling in the Word.   
 
Approval of Agenda 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.01 Moved and seconded to approve the agenda with changes and additions 

made by the chair.   
 
Introductions, Synod Council Orientation, and review of  

C/SIS Values, Mission, and Vision. 
Each Council member received a copy of the Synod Council Handbook for 
2025-2026. Members were encouraged to read the handbook. Key pages 
were highlighted. 
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New Members Installed 
 The following were installed to the Synod Council:  
 Rev. Kristin Schmid, Rev. Brian Moeller, Rev. Kara Wiechman, Mr. Victor 

Harling, Mr. Devin Miller, and Ms. Corey Newman. 
 
Pastor Installed 

Rev. Darla Ann Kratzer was installed as interim pastor at Peace Lutheran 
Church, Springfield. Rev. Kratzer is under Synod Council call for intentional 
interim ministry to Peace Lutheran.  

 
Bishop's Report (written reports submitted) 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.02 Moved and seconded to accept reports from Bishop Greg Busboom, 

Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Amy Ziettlow, Assistant to the Bishop Rev. 
Kristen Schmid, and Director of Evangelical Mission Deacon Jason Fisher.  

 
Vice-President's Report (written report submitted) 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.03 Moved and seconded to accept report from Synod Vice-President Molly 

Berry. 
 
Secretary's Report 
• Received minutes of the Executive Committee meeting June 4, 2025 

• Minutes of the Synod Council meeting June 5, 2025 

• Minutes of the Synod Council meeting July 7, 2025 
 

VOTED: Motions carried. 
SC25.09.04 Moved to approve the Executive committee recommendation that the Synod 

Council approve minutes of the June 5, 2025, Synod Council meeting. 
SC25.09.05 Moved to approve the Executive committee recommendation that the Synod 

Council approve minutes of the July 7, 2025, Synod Council meeting. 
 
Consent Agenda 

     A. Constitution Updates (none) 
                     B. Approval of On Leave from Call 
                            1. Pr. Cynthia Munker – approval of On Leave from Call, year 3 
                     C. Approval of Retirement Status (see item D) 
                     D. Receive Roster Changes 

1. Rev. Rita Augsburger – retired July 1, 2025 
2. Rev. Pete Hinrich – retired August 1, 2025 
3. Death of Rev. Mary Etta Skinner, August 11, 2025 
4. Deacon Kevin Eack – Ordained and Installed on August 16, 2025 
5. Rev. Kristen Schmid, Assistant to the Bishop for Transformational     

Communities, from Indiana-Kentucky synod 
                     E. Recognition of the dissolutions of congregations (none) 
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VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.06 Moved to approve the Executive Committee recommendation that the 

Synod Council approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
Treasurer's Report - Mr. Steve Mitze 

• Financial Reports – (Attached.) Treasurer Mitze gave a special thanks to C/SIS 
Financial Manager Jennie Ruth for her work with the reports and Synod finances. 

• ELCA Mission Investment Fund Financial Results as of FY2024 (attached). 
• Financial Statements and Independent Auditor’s Report from Eck, Schafer & 

Punke, LLP (attached). 
• Heithold Memorial Fund Transfer. After discussion, the motion below was made 

and carried. 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.07 Moved by Treasurer Steve Mitze and seconded by Rev. Julia Rademaker to 
withdraw the motion made by the Finance Committee to transfer $10,000 from the 
Designated Heithold Memorial Fund #455125 to the Designated Heithold-ELCA 
Foundation Fund #455145 to cover the ELCA Foundation Partnership Agreement 
payments for the 2025 fiscal year.  

 
Old Business (information only) 

• Synod office roof update. At its June meeting the Synod Council approved 
authority to the Finance Committee to expend up to $95,000 to secure repair work 
for the Central/Southern Illinois Synod building roof at the 524 S. Fifth Street 
location from one of three proposed bids. 

• Potential Campus Ministry Endowment Fund. Will be sent to Finance and Mission 
Support committees for consideration. 

 
New Business 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.08 Moved by Steve Mitze and seconded by Devin Miller to require annual 

boundary training for all rostered ministers, Synod Authorized Ministers, and 
those in Synod Authorized Minister training. The official policy will be 
developed by the Leadership Support Committee.   

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.09 Moved by Debbie Peterson to approve the Executive Committee 

recommendation that each member of the Synod staff be offered the  
 “Select Copay 2000 plan” health insurance option through Portico Benefit 

Services. 
 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.10 Moved by Rev. Brett Gosteli to approve the Executive Committee 

recommendation for the following appointments to the University Lutheran 
Campus Ministry (Agape) Board: Pastor Maria Bonine, Pastor Elizabeth 
Callen, and Pastor Ron Poe. 
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VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.11 Moved by Lee Maki to approve the Executive Committee recommendation 

for the appointment of Rev. Brett Gosteli to a one-year term on the Synod 
Executive Committee. 

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.12 Moved and seconded to appoint these Synod Council members to the 

Finance Committee: Lee Maki, Debbie Peterson, Brett Gosteli, Mark Harms, 
and Victor Harling. Bishop Greg Busboom, Vice President Molly Berry, and 
Treasurer Steve Mitze also serve on the Finance Committee. 

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.13 Moved and seconded to appoint these Synod Council members to  

committees as Council liaisons: 
  A.  Adult Faith Formation Committee – Rev. Tom Krieger 

B. Candidacy Committee – Rev. Julia Rademacher 

C. Global Mission Committee – Rev. Brian Moeller, Rev. Marlin Otte 

D. Leadership Support Committee – Denny Wallin 

E. Mission Support and Stewardship Education Committee – Lee Maki 

F. New and Renewing Congregations Committee – Rev. Kara Wiechman, 

Devin Miller 

G. Social Ministry, Justice, and Advocacy Committee – Corey Newman 

H. Bridges to Belonging Working Group – Marilyn Dichsen 

 

ITEMS DISCUSSED 
A. Gift Giving Policy for Congregations and Synods. Mission Support 

Committee will assess before January Synod Council meeting. 
B. Possible Synod response to ICE actions on church property. Discussed 

resources that can be shared across the Synod, including a possible 
Best Practices memo and FAQ. It was noted that a Judicial Warrant is 
required to enter private property, not an Administrative Warrant.  

 
Committee/Liaison Reports 

A. New and Renewing Congregations Committee 
B. Social Ministry, Justice, and Advocacy Committee 
C. Mission Support and Stewardship Education Committee 
D. Global Mission Committee  
E. Adult Faith Formation Committee  
F. Candidacy Committee 
G. Leadership Support Committee 
H. Bridges to Belonging Working Group 

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.14   Moved and seconded to accept Committee/Liaison reports. 
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Conference Reports 
A.  East Central Conference, Dean, Pastor Julia Rademacher 
B.  Northern Conference, Acting Dean, Pastor Kara Wiechman 
C.  Northeast Conference, Dean, Pastor Brian Moeller 
D.  Northwest Conference, Dean, Pastor Brett Gosteli 
E.  Southern Conference, Dean, Pastor Marlin Otte 
F.  West Central Conference, Dean, Pastor Tom Krieger 
 

VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.15   Moved and seconded to accept Conference Reports. 

 
Other Business 
 
Announcements 
A. Visioning Meeting – Saturday, Nov. 22 at Carlinville Youth Retreat. 
B. Dean’s Meeting – 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 16 via Zoom. 
C. Executive Committee Meeting – 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 16 via Zoom. 
D. Synod Council Meeting – 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 17 via Zoom. 
E. Synod Council Meeting – May 16 via Zoom (note change from usual June meeting) 
 
Adjourn 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC25.09.16 Moved and seconded to adjourn. 
Having concluded business, Vice-President Molly Berry declared the meeting adjourned 
at 1:13 p.m. Rev. Marlin Otte closed in prayer.   

Respectfully Submitted,  
Pastor Christine McNeal, Secretary       
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SYNOD COUNCIL MINUTES 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod, ELCA 

Saturday, January 17, 2026 
 

The Synod Council of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod ("C/SIS" or "Synod")  
met at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, January 17, 2026, via Zoom,  

with the following members in attendance: 
 

 
Synod Council Present:   
Ms. Molly Berry 
Rev. Christine McNeal 
Mr. Steve Mitze 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Synod Council Absent 
Bishop Greg Busboom 
Ms. Marilyn Dichsen  
Ms. Sally Jo Martin 
Rev. Brian Moeller 
Ms. Corey Newman 
Ms. Cassie Roach 
Ms. Jean Welch 
 

  Rev. Brett Gosteli 
  Rev. Tom Krieger 
  Rev. Marlin Otte 
  Rev. Julia Rademacher 
  Rev. Kara Wiechmann 

 
 
 
 
Staff Present 
Deacon Jason Fisher  
Rev. Kristin Schmid 
Rev. Amy Ziettlow 
Ms. Kim Zemaitis 
 
  

Mr. Victor Harling  
Mr. Mark Harms 
Mr. Lee Maki 
Mr. Devin Miller 

 Mr. David Poland 
 Ms. Debbie Peterson 
 Mr. Dennis Wallin 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
Call to order 
Vice-President Molly Berry called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Dwelling in the Word 
Pastor Kara Wiechmann led Dwelling in the Word.   
 
Approval of Agenda 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.01 Moved and seconded to approve the agenda with changes and additions 

made by the chair.   
 
Bishop's Report (written reports submitted) 
SC26.01.02 Moved and seconded to accept reports from Bishop Greg Busboom, 

Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Amy Ziettlow, Assistant to the Bishop Rev. 
Kristen Schmid, and Director of Evangelical Mission Deacon Jason Fisher.  
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Vice-President's Report (written report submitted) 
SC26.01.03 Moved and seconded to accept report from Synod Vice-President Molly 

Berry. 
 
Secretary's Report 
• Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting September 26, 2025. 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.04 Moved to second the Executive committee motion to accept the minutes of 

the September 26, 2025, Executive Committee meeting. 
 

• Minutes of the Synod Council meeting September 27, 2025. 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.05 Moved to second the Executive committee motion to approve minutes of the 

September 27, 2025, Synod Council meeting. 
 
Consent Agenda 

       A. Constitution Updates (none) 
                       B.  Approval of On Leave from Call 
                            1. Rev. Brian Wachendorf – year two, effective January 18, 2026  
                            2. Rev. Patricia Reep – year one, effective January 1, 2026  
                       C.  Approval of Retirement Status  
                            1. Rev. Craig Swenson, Salem Lutheran, Peoria, March 1, 2026 
                       D. Receive Roster Changes 
                            1. Rev. Matthew Geerdes – transfer to Indiana-Kentucky Synod –    
                            October 20, 2025 
                            2. Rev. Mauricio Vieira – transfer to Metro Chicago Synod –  
                            Spring 2026 
                            3. Rev. Jennifer Beamsley – from Northern Illinois Synod –  
                            called as Lead Pastor at St Mark’s, Washington  
                            4. Candidate Shemiah Curry – from Metro Chicago Synod – called as    
                            Associate Pastor at St John’s, Bloomington.  
                            Ordination January 31, 2026 
                            5. Death of Rev. Raymond Bowers, October 26, 2025  
                       E. Recognition of the dissolutions of congregations 
 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.06 Moved to second the Executive committee motion to approve the Consent 

Agenda. 
 
Treasurer's Report - Mr. Steve Mitze 

• Financial Update - Written reports submitted. 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.07 Moved and seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 
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Old Business 

• Synod office roof. Total cost came in under projection.  

• Campus Ministry Endowment Fund.  
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.08 Moved by Mr. Devin Miller to second the Executive Committee motion to    
                      establish a task force to create an Endowment Fund for Campus Ministry to   
                      kick off at Synod Assembly. 
 
New Business 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.09 Moved by Mr. Lee Maki to second the Executive Committee motion to 

designate February 1, 2026, as Campus Ministry Sunday with an 
amendment designating the first Sunday in February each year as Campus 
Ministry Sunday. 

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.10 Moved by Mr. Steve Mitze to second Executive Committee motion to 

designate April 12, 2026, as Companion Synod Sunday.  
 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.11 Moved by Mr. David Poland to second Executive Committee motion to 

approve Synod Staff salary increases for 2026 as follows: a) 3 percent 
increases for each office staff member; b) Assistants to the Bishop salary to 
be calculated by years of service plus 5 percent increase; c) Bishop’s salary 
to be calculated by years of service plus 20 percent, as previously approved 
by Synod Council. 

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.12 Moved by Mr. Denny Wallin to second Executive Committee motion to 

appoint Carter Kapanjie to the Agape Board of Trustees. 
 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.13   Moved by Ms. Debbie Peterson to second Executive Committee motion to   
                      approve 2026 Synod Assembly Congregation Voting Member criteria. 
                      (see Continuing Resolution sheet) 
 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.14   Moved by Mr. David Poland to second Executive Committee motion to    
                      adopt 2026 Synod Assembly Rules of Organization and Procedure. 
 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.15   Moved by Pr. Brett Gosteli and seconded by Mr. David Poland to appoint   
                      the following to the Synod Assembly Nominating Committee: Mr. Steve         
                      Mitze, chair, Pr. Julia Rademacher, Mr. Devin Miller, and Mr. Lee Maki.  
                      Bishop Greg Busboom also serves on the committee. 
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VOTED:         Motion carried. 
SC26.01.16    Moved by Ms. Debbie Peterson and seconded by Mr. Steve Mitze to  
                       appoint the following to Reference and Counsel for 2026 Synod Assembly:  
                       Mr. Dan Simmons (Synod Counsel), Pr. Rick Hertenstein, Pr. Christine  
                       McNeal, Pr. Brian Moeller, Mr. Michael Horn. 
 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.17 Moved to second by Mr. Lee Maki the Executive Committee motion of a 

2026 Synod Assembly Registration fee of $25 per person. 
 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.01.18 Moved to second by Mr. Lee Maki the Executive Committee motion to 

approve 2026 housing allowances for Bishop Greg Busboom, Pastor Amy 
Ziettlow, and Pastor Kristen Schmid. 

 
ITEMS DISCUSSED 

A. Presentation of Proposed Guidelines of Compensation for 2027. 
B. Date for Spring Synod Council Visioning meeting. Hold May 2 and May 9 

open as possibilities.  
 
Committee/Liaison Reports 

A. New and Renewing Congregations Committee 
B. Social Ministry, Justice, and Advocacy Committee 
C. Mission Support and Stewardship Education Committee 
D. Global Mission Committee  
E. Adult Faith Formation Committee  
F. Candidacy Committee 
G. Leadership Support Committee 
H. Bridges to Belonging Working Group 

 
Conference Reports 

A.  East Central Conference, Dean, Pastor Julia Rademacher 
B.  Northern Conference, Dean, Pastor Kara Wiechmann 
C.  Northeast Conference, Dean, Pastor Brian Moeller 
D.  Northwest Conference, Dean, Pastor Brett Gosteli 
E.  Southern Conference, Dean, Pastor Marlin Otte 
F.  West Central Conference, Dean, Pastor Tom Krieger 
 

Announcements 
A.  Dean’s meeting – 4 p.m. Friday, March 20 via Zoom 
B.  Executive Committee meeting – 7 p.m. Friday, March 20 via Zoom 
C.  Synod Council meeting – 8:30 a.m. Saturday, March 21 via Zoom. 
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Adjourn 
VOTED:       Motion carried. 
SC26.01.19 Moved and seconded to adjourn. 
Having concluded business, Vice-President Molly Berry declared the meeting adjourned 
at 11 a.m. Pastor Kara Wiechmann closed the meeting in prayer.   

Respectfully Submitted,  
Pastor Christine McNeal, Secretary       
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SYNOD COUNCIL MINUTES 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod, ELCA 

Saturday, March 21, 2026 
 

The Synod Council of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod ("C/SIS" or "Synod")  
met at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, March 21, 2026, via Zoom,  

with the following members in attendance: 
 
Synod Council Present:   
Bishop Greg Busboom  
Ms. Molly Berry 
Rev. Christine McNeal 
Mr. Steve Mitze 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Synod Council Absent 
Ms. Marilyn Dichsen  
Rev. Tom Krieger 
Ms. Sally Jo Martin 
Rev. Julia Rademacher 

  Rev. Maria Bonine 
  Rev. Brett Gosteli 
  Rev. Marlin Otte 
  Rev. Kara Wiechmann 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Present 
Deacon Jason Fisher  
Rev. Kristin Schmid 
Rev. Amy Ziettlow 
Ms. Kim Zemaitis 
 
  

Mr. Victor Harling  
Mr. Mark Harms 
Mr. Lee Maki 
Mr. Devin Miller 
Ms. Cory Newman 

 Mr. David Poland 
 Ms. Debbie Peterson 
 Ms. Cassie Roach 
 Mr. Dennis Wallin 
 Ms. Jean Welch 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Call to order 
Vice-President Molly Berry called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Dwelling in the Word 
Deacon Jason Fisher led Dwelling in the Word.   
 
Approval of Agenda 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.01 Moved and seconded to approve the agenda with changes and additions 

made by the chair.   
 
Bishop's Report (written reports submitted) 

• Assistants to the Bishop Reports 
• Director for Evangelical Mission Report 

VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.02 Moved and seconded to accept reports from Bishop Greg Busboom,   
                      Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Amy Ziettlow, Assistant to the Bishop Rev.  
                      Kristen Schmid, and Director of Evangelical Mission Deacon Jason Fisher.  
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Vice-President's Report (written report submitted) 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.03 Moved and seconded to accept report from Synod Vice-President Molly 

Berry. 
 
Secretary's Report 
• Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting January 16, 2026. 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.04 Moved to second the Executive Committee motion to accept the minutes of 

the January 16, 2026, Executive Committee meeting. 
 

• Minutes of the Synod Council meeting January 17, 2026. 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.05 Moved to second the Executive Committee motion to approve minutes of 

the January 17, 2026, Synod Council meeting with the correction of the 
spelling of Cory Newman’s name. 

 
Consent Agenda 

 A. Constitution Updates 
      1. Trinity Lutheran Church, Olney, IL 
      2. Christ Lutheran Church, Quincy, IL 
 B. Approval of On Leave from Call 
      1. Rev. Heather MacIver Arnold – year three, effective May 1, 2026 
      2. Rev. Amy Luckey – year one, effective January 1, 2026 
 C. Approval of Retirement Status 
     1. Rev. Lisa Dietrich, St Paul, Peoria, effective May 1, 2026 
 D. Receive Roster Changes 
     1. Rev. Corinne Blissard – transfer to Indiana-Kentucky Synod 
     2. Rev. Patricia Reep – transfer to Central States Synod 
     3. Deacon Candidate Jill Goldhammer –  

                              assigned to CSIS February 9, 2026 
 E. Recognition of the dissolutions of congregations 

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.06 Moved to second the Executive committee motion to approve the Consent 

Agenda. 
 
Treasurer's Report - Mr. Steve Mitze 

• Financial Update - Written reports submitted. 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.07 Moved and seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 

 
Old Business 

• Campus Ministry Endowment Fund. (Information only) 

• Approval of proposed 2027 Compensation Guidelines 
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VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.08 Moved by Mr. Devin Miller to second the Executive Committee motion to   
  approve the proposed 2027 Compensation Guidelines. 
 
New Business 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.09 Moved by Ms. Debbie Peterson to second the Finance Committee motion to 

apply the fall 2025 Highland Property interest payment of $17,832 to the 
Campus Ministry Restricted Fund to support campus ministry activities in 
our Synod.  

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.10 Moved by Ms. Debbie Peterson to second the Executive Committee motion 

to amend the Finance Committee motion to Synod Council regarding the 
$13,777 Pr. Mary Etta Skinner Bequest to remove the Congregation 
Renewal Fund, thus designating all funds to the Synod Administration and 
Assistance Fund.  

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.11 Moved by Mr. Dennis Wallin to second the amended Finance Committee 

motion to designate the $13,777 Pr. Mary Etta Skinner Bequest to the 
Synod Administration and Assistance Fund to help offset expenditures to 
future boundary training for rostered leadership of the Synod.  

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.12 Moved by Mr. Victor Harling to second the Executive Committee motion to 

receive the Amendments to Required Provisions of the Synod Constitution.  
 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.13 Moved by Ms. Debbie Peterson to second the Executive Committee motion 

to recommend to Synod Assembly approval of Amendments to Non-
Required Provisions of the Synod Constitution.  

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.14 Moved by Rev. Maria Bonine to second the Executive Committee motion to 

grant Synod Assembly voting privileges to Synod Authorized Ministers 
serving in contractual agreements.  

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.15 Moved by Ms. Debbie Peterson to second the Executive Committee motion 

that Synod Council recommend Synod Assembly approve the proposed 
2027 Budget. 

 
VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.16 Moved by Ms. Debbie Peterson to second the Executive Committee motion 

to approve the 2025 Synod Assembly agenda. 
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VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.17 Moved by Rev. Marlin Otte to second the Executive Committee motion to 

appoint Mr. Dan Simmons as Synod Assembly Parliamentarian. 
 

VOTED: Motion carried. 
SC26.03.18 Moved by Ms. Debbie Peterson to second the Executive Committee motion 

to suspend the Synod’s agreement with the ELCA Foundation. 
 
Committee/Liaison Reports 

A. New and Renewing Congregations Committee 
B. Social Ministry, Justice, and Advocacy Committee 
C. Mission Support and Stewardship Education Committee 
D. Global Mission Committee  
E. Adult Faith Formation Committee  
F. Candidacy Committee 
G. Leadership Support Committee 
H. Bridges to Belonging Working Group 

 
Conference Reports 

A.  East Central Conference, Dean, Pastor Julia Rademacher 
B.  Northern Conference, Dean, Pastor Kara Wiechmann 
C.  Northeast Conference, Dean, Pastor Maria Bonine 
D.  Northwest Conference, Dean, Pastor Brett Gosteli 
E.  Southern Conference, Dean, Pastor Marlin Otte 
F.  West Central Conference, Dean, Pastor Tom Krieger 
 

Announcements 
A.  Dean’s meeting – 4 p.m. Friday, May 8  
B.  Executive Committee meeting – 7 p.m. Friday, May 8 
C.  Synod Council meeting – 8:30 a.m. Saturday, May 9, Peace Lutheran 
Church, Springfield. 

 
Adjourn 
VOTED:       Motion carried. 
SC26.03.19 Moved and seconded to adjourn. 
Having concluded business, Vice-President Molly Berry declared the meeting adjourned 
at 10:54 a.m. Deacon Jason Fisher closed the meeting in prayer.   

Respectfully Submitted,  
Pastor Christine McNeal, Secretary       
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