
VOTER ORIENTATION
May 28, 7:00-8:00 p.m.

SYNOD ASSEMBLY
June 6, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

2026 SYNOD ASSEMBLY
God calls us together for conducting business, 
learning, fellowship, and a celebration of our 
shared ministry. The theme for this year’s 
assembly is “For the Work of Ministry,” 
based on Ephesians 4:1-16.

• Business session: Saturday, June 6, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. with a 
break for lunch; online via Zoom

• Voter orientation: Thursday, May 28, 
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. via 
Zoom

• Registration cost: $25 per person
• Assembly business:

◦ Election of synod secretary
◦ Election of members to the 

Consultation Committee
◦ Consideration of the 2027 synod budget
◦ Updates to the synod constitution and by-laws
◦ Action on memorials and resolutions.

This year's assembly will also feature an online Bible study on the assembly theme led 
by Pastor Kristen Schmid, Assistant to the Bishop for Transformational Communities.

Registration is open now at CSIS-ELCA.org/sa2026.

2026 Central/Southern Illinois Synod Assembly
For the Work of Ministry

Central/Southern
Illinois Synod



VOTING MEMBER INFORMATION
All ministers rostered in the Central/Southern Illinois Synod are voting members. Synod-
Authorized Ministers currently serving a community of disciples under contractual 
agreement are voting members.

In addition to the number of lay voting members allotted based on number of members, 
each community of disciples may include a voting member who is a confirmed youth or 
young adult (21 or younger). Please contact the synod office (synodoffice@csis-elca.
org, 217-753-7915) for more details.

Each voting member must register with their own email address and have an internet-
connected device (smartphone, tablet, laptop) at all sessions in order to vote.

He himself granted that some are apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors and teachers to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.

Ephesians 4:11-12

The Synod Days are open to everyone and are NOT limited to those who participated in 
the assembly business day. You are also welcome to attend an event in another 
conference if your conference’s scheduled day conflicts with your schedule.

Each synod day will include cross-generational worship, a meal, two workshops, and a 
mission emphasis. Additional details and registration will come this summer.

• Aug. 23: Northwest Conference
• Aug. 29: West Central Conference
• Sept. 12: Northeast Conference

• Sept. 20: Northern Conference
• Oct. 4: East Central Conference
• Oct. 17: Southern Conference

SYNOD DAYS
Worship, fellowship, and “Spirit Labs” workshops will be held in-person later in the year 
as “Synod Days” in each conference:



SUBMITTING RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS

WHAT IS A RESOLUTION?
A resolution is a written motion offered either because of its importance or because of 
its length or complexity. Resolutions are directed to either the voting members, the 
synod, or an entity within the synod for action.

HOW TO WRITE A RESOLUTION
A resolution should be stated clearly and concisely.

The WHEREAS section of a resolution should state the reason for the resolution. Each 
reason should be given as a separate WHEREAS.

The RESOLVED section clearly states the action(s) desired: what should be done, who 
should do it, how it should be done, and when it should be done. Each action should be 
a separate RESOLVED so the assembly may deal with them individually.

If the resolution requires one action, use the following format:

 RESOLVED, __________.

If a resolution requires more than one action, the following format is used:

 RESOLVED, __________; and
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, _____.

If a resolution is preceded by a reason for submitting it, the following format is used:

 WHEREAS, __________;
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, ____.

If a resolution is preceded by two or more reasons, the following format is used:

 WHEREAS, __________; and
 WHEREAS, __________;
 THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER
 RESOLVED__________.

IS IT A GOOD RESOLUTION?
A resolution should be tested against these questions:

• Is the information complete and accurate?
• Is this a matter which pertains to the life and ministry of the synod?
• Is this a matter of significance requiring consideration by the synod assembly?
• Is the action requested one that the synod can appropriately and effectively 



implement?
• What impact, if any will the resolution have on the synod budget, if passed? Have 

you explored possible avenues for budget, if needed?

WHAT IS A MEMORIAL?
A memorial is basically the same as a resolution. The difference is that it is action 
directed by the synod to the Churchwide Assembly. Memorials are appropriately 
addressed to the 2026 Synod Assembly to be passed on to the 2028 Churchwide 
Assembly.

WHO MAY SUBMIT A RESOLUTION OR MEMORIAL?
• All registered voting members with a seconder.
• The Synod Council itself or on behalf of an authorized committee. Such a 

resolution does not need an individual mover or a seconder.
• The Committee on Reference and Counsel, if it believes that a motion has merit 

and is germane to the Assembly. This resolution does not need an individual 
mover or seconder.

• Congregation councils may submit a resolution. This does not need a mover or 
seconder.

Resolutions are not forwarded to the Assembly through the conferences.

Please include with your resolution:

• A title
• Signature(s) of the mover and seconder submitting the resolution and their 

names and phone numbers typed
• Name of the congregation and city (or conference) from which the resolution 

originated
• Date the resolution was submitted

A LAST NOTE
To ensure that resolutions brought to Synod Assembly have ample time to be 
considered by the voting members, it is respectfully requested that, whenever possible, 
resolutions and memorials be submitted to the synod office no later than Thursday, 
May 7. Timelines indicate respect for both your concerns and the needs of our voting 
members and are in accordance with the synod constitution (S7.11.05.c).

It is expected and appreciated that, when the resolution is brought to the floor, the 
mover and seconder be on the Assembly floor to address and clarify questions and 
concerns.



CENTRAL/SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SYNOD
2026 ASSEMBLY REGISTRATION

REGISTER AND PAY ONLINE: CSIS-ELCA.org/sa2026
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, MAY 15

Complete the form below with your information and registration totals, and complete the 
sections on the next page for each voting member. For additional registrations, you may 
make copies and include them together with this cover page. If a registered voting 
member becomes unable to attend, they may be replaced by contacting the synod office 
as soon as possible.

The cost is $25 per person. Registrations are due May 15. All voting members must 
have an internet-connected device (such as laptop, tablet, or phone) and their own 
email address in order to vote.

Checks should be made out to Central/Southern Illinois Synod. Mail checks and paper 
forms to Central/Southern Illinois Synod, 524 S 5th St, Springfield, IL 62701.

Community of disciples:

City:

Registrations
Rostered ministers:

Lay voting members:

Visitors:

Total:                  × $25 =



Rostered minister Select all that apply.

Word and Sacrament  Word and Service

Under call Council call/appointment  On leave  Retired Specialized ministry

Lay person Select all that apply.

Female Male Synod-Authorized Minister serving Youth/young adult
under contractual agreement

Visitor

Name

Address

Phone

Email

Rostered minister Select all that apply.

Word and Sacrament  Word and Service

Under call Council call/appointment  On leave  Retired Specialized ministry

Lay person Select all that apply.

Female Male Synod-Authorized Minister serving Youth/young adult
under contractual agreement

Visitor

Name

Address

Phone

Email

Rostered minister Select all that apply.

Word and Sacrament  Word and Service

Under call Council call/appointment  On leave  Retired Specialized ministry

Lay person Select all that apply.

Female Male Synod-Authorized Minister serving Youth/young adult
under contractual agreement

Visitor

Name

Address

Phone

Email


