
On my very first day as a Campus Minister - back in 2016 at the University of Northern Iowa - I
received the poem “Blessing in the Chaos” from the late Don Romsa. Don was the long time Campus
Pastor at Fresno State University and in retirement served as the program director for Campus
Ministry in the ELCA. I’ve used this blessing with students many times throughout the years, and I
find comfort in the words above at the beginning and the end of an academic year.

The further removed we are from young-adulthood the greater the tendency to only remember the
“good ole days”, and forget about the struggles. Students at the University of Illinois are submitting
assignments while learning about themselves, writing papers while discerning their future, taking
tests while navigating the complexities of being away from home for the first time, working part-
time jobs while showing up for the extracurriculars that look good on resumes, and so much more.
All while feeling the same stress about the economy and socio-political climate that we wrestle with
every day. It can all start to feel a bit chaotic, and that’s where Campus Ministries come in!

St. Andrew’s exists to offer a place of peace and comfort for students - which flows from God and
neighbor. A community that shows up like a big hug - with a reminder to take a breath, eat a snack,
and share a “you can do it!”. When we gather in worship, students can center themselves in God’s
Word as they head out into a busy week. When we gather around the dinner table, students can find
physical nourishment (taking some leftovers for lunch) and leave with friendships that last a lifetime. 

We offer a place set apart from the “normal” routine, a place that takes seriously the stress and chaos
of young-adulthood, and a place that let’s them know that they are loved by God no matter the letter
grade on the page. 

This is the vision for campus ministry and what your prayerful and financial support builds and
sustains. We are truly grateful for all the ways that the Central Southern Illinois Synod, congregations,
alumni, and individuals partner with us in this vital ministry with Young Adults. We can’t do this work
alone, and I encourage you to come visit our new space, send an email, or give us a call to learn about
the ways that you and your ministries can connect with St. Andrew’s!

There is more information about our building project and the programming of St. Andrew’s in our
Spring Newsletter. If you’re not on our physical or digital newsletter list (two emails/year) please
email office@lutherancampuscenter.org to get signed up. Thank you for partnership in sharing the
Gospel on campus!
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“Let there be an opening into the quiet that lies beneath the chaos, where you find the
peace you did not think possible and see what shimmers within the storm.”

-Jan Richardson, “Blessing in the Chaos”, Circle of Grace
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