
Secretary’s Report: Information & Statistics 
Rev. Christine McNeal  

Synod Staff 
Rev. Dr. Greg G. Busboom, Bishop 
greg.busboom@csis-elca.org 

Deacon Jason Fisher, Director for 
Evangelical Mission 
jason.fisher@csis-elca.org 

Rev. Kristen Schmid, Assistant to the 
Bishop for Transformational Communities 
kristen.schmid@csis-elca.org 

Rev. Amy Ziettlow, Assistant to the Bishop 
for Transformational Leadership 
amy.ziettlow@csis-elca.org 

Michael S. Horn 
Director of Communications 
michael.horn@csis-elca.org 

Jennie Ruth 
Financial Manager 
jennie.ruth@csis-elca.org 

Kim Zemaitis 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
kim.zemaitis@csis-elca.org 

Synod Statistics 
Baptized membership (as of December 31, 2024) 28,102 
Confirmed membership (as of December 31, 2024) 22,606 
Average worship attendance (as of December 31, 2024) 8,082 

On-site 5,742 
Online 2,340 

Congregations 110 
Ministers of Word and Sacrament on the roster 147 

Active, called to congregations 59 
Active, called to specialized ministry 7 
On leave from call 5 
Retired 76 

Ministers of Word and Service on the roster 6 
Active, called to congregations 1 
Active, called to specialized ministry 1 
On leave from call 0 
Retired 4 

Ministers in other denominations serving congregations in our synod 2 
Seminary students serving congregations in collaborative ministry 2 
People available for Synod-Authorized Ministry 38 

As of April 30, 2026, unless otherwise noted. 



 

 

Anniversaries, Celebrations, Transitions & Necrology 
As of April 30, 2026 

ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION TO 
MINISTRY OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 

5 Years 
The Rev. Brian Coffey 

The Rev. Bradford Frye 
The Rev. Daniel Grainger 
The Rev. Kristen Schmid 

15 Years 
The Rev. Micah Garnett 
The Rev. Brian Robison 

The Rev. Carla Rush 
The Rev. John Sipf 

The Rev. Kara Wiechmann 

20 Years 
The Rev. Corinne Blissard 

The Rev. David Castner 
The Rev. Linda Murray 
The Rev. Jared Parker 

25 Years 
The Rev. Paul Chapman 
The Rev. Jeffrey Corson 

The Rev. C. Ed Hudelson 
The Rev. Heather MacIver Arnold 

The Rev. Amy Ziettlow 

30 Years 
The Rev. Robert Rasmus 

 

35 Years 
The Rev. Thomas Krieger 

40 Years 
The Rev. Christopher Hale 
The Rev. James Mutayoba 

The Rev. Daniel Stalker 
The Rev. Richard Wehrs 

45 Years 
The Rev. Stephen Barnes 

The Rev. John Bates  
The Rev. S. John Roth 

The Rev. O. Wayne Shelksohn 

50 Years 
The Rev. John Ashcraft Jr. 

The Rev. Jonathan Berg 
The Rev. Marlin Otte 

The Rev. Kenneth Sandlin 

55 Years 
The Rev. Knight Wells 

65 Years 
The Rev. Ronald Moorman 

 

 

 



 

 

ANNIVERSARY OF COMMISSION, CONSECRATION, OR ORDINATION 
TO MINISTRY OF WORD AND SERVICE 

None. 

ORDINATION TO WORD AND SACRAMENT MINISTRY 

The Rev. Shemiah Curry 
January 31, 2026 

ORDINATION TO WORD AND SERVICE MINISTRY 

Deacon Kevin Eack 
August 16, 2025 

RETIREMENT 

The Rev. Dr. Peter Hinrich 
August 1, 2025 

The Rev. Rita Augsburger 
July 1, 2025 

The Rev. Dr. Nathan Frambach 
July 1, 2025 

The Rev. Craig Swenson 
March 1, 2026 

RELEASED FROM THE ROSTER 

None. 

ON LEAVE FROM CALL 

The Rev. Heather MacIver Arnold 
The Rev. Jennifer Hartweg-Brown 

The Rev. Amy Luckey 

The Rev. Cynthia Munker 
The Rev. Brian Wachendorf



 

 

TRANSFERRED FROM ANOTHER SYNOD 

The Rev. Jennifer Beamsley 
Northern Illinois Synod 

The Rev. Shemiah Curry 
Metropolitan Chicago Synod 

The Rev. Kristen Schmid 
Indiana-Kentucky Synod 

TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER SYNOD 

The Rev. Corinne Blissard 
Indiana-Kentucky Synod 

The Rev. Matthew Geerdes 
Indiana-Kentucky Synod 

The Rev. Patricia Reep 
Central States Synod 

The Rev. Mauricio Vieira 
Metropolitan Chicago Synod 

COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES CELEBRATIONS 

50 Years 
St. Mark Lutheran Church, Belleville 

Resurrection Lutheran Church, Godfrey 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Marion 

St. Martin of Tours Lutheran Church, Mascoutah 

150 Years 
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Dwight 

Pontoppidan Lutheran Church, Elliott 

COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES DISSOLUTIONS 

None. 

COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES WITHDRAWALS 

None. 



 

 

NECROLOGY 

The Rev. Raymond Bowers Jr. 
January 2, 1946-October 26, 2025 
Ordained June 20, 1971 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Gerhard Kraus 
August 2, 1956-September 3, 2025 
Ordained August 1, 1982 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Mary Etta Skinner 
March 14, 1936-August 11, 2025 
Ordained September 9, 1984 

 


