
Nominating Committee Report 
Overview of elections and candidates 

Secretary 
One person, rostered minister or lay, elected to a four-year term. 

Rev. Christine McNeal* 

Consultation Committee 
Three to be elected to a six-year term. 

Rev. Darla Ann Kratzer 
Rev. Youngshim Mason 
Ms. Kay Wolken 

 

* Incumbent  



Secretary Nominees 

Rev. Christine McNeal 
Community of Disciples: St. Paul, Pontiac 

Occupation: Pastor 

Please list the most significant and recent experiences you have 
had in areas such as church/congregational life, 
civic/community service, occupation, and formative life experiences. 

1. Pastor, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pontiac, since July 2024 
2. Secretary, Central/Southern Illinois Synod since 2022 
3. President, Faith in Action board of directors, Bloomington, 2025; board member 

since 2019 
4. Teach, pastoral care and Christian caregiving class for SAMs (taught in 2023, 

teaching in fall 2026) 
5. Mentor and supervisor, various SAMs and SAM candidates 

 

  



Consultation Committee Nominees 

Rev. Darla Ann Kratzer 
Community of Disciples: Peace, Springfield 

Occupation: Pastor 

Please list the most significant and recent experiences you have 
had in areas such as church/congregational life, 
civic/community service, occupation, and formative life 
experiences. 

1. Joint C/SIS-NIS Natural Systems Resource Team, 2025-2026 Book and Case Studies 
2. Healthy Congregations Special Event, "What is Happening?! Taking on the 

Challenge of Confusing Human Behaviors." May 2026 
3. Congregational Resource Team, Northeastern Ohio Synod, 2006-2019 
4. Maryville Outreach Center, clergy liaison, 2022-2024 
5. Board member, CommQuest Services, Inc, Canton, Ohio — a community-based 

nonprofit offering mental health, addition recovery, and social services. 

 

Rev. Youngshim Mason 
Community of Disciples: Trinity, Macomb 

Occupation: Pastor 

Please list the most significant and recent experiences you have 
had in areas such as church/congregational life, 
civic/community service, occupation, and formative life 
experiences. 

1. Pastor, Trinity in Macomb 
2. Member, board of directors and executive committee of Lutheran Social Services in 

Illinois 
3. Served as a member of the Mission Support and Stewardship Education Committee 
4. Vice dean, Northwest Conference 
5. Soon-to-be-graduate of the ELCA’s Natural Systems Academy 



 

Ms. Kay Wolken 
Community of Disciples: Holy Cross, Decatur 

Occupation: Office administrator and bookkeeper 

Please list the most significant and recent experiences you have 
had in areas such as church/congregational life, 
civic/community service, occupation, and formative life experiences. 

1. Currently serve on church council and have held various positions: president, 
treasurer, financial secretary. Currently serve as chairperson on the finance 
committee and serve on the outreach committee. 

2. Member of the Transition Team, discovering our Ministry Profile for upcoming 
leadership 

3. Member of the Exploration Team, exploring potential for shared ministry with our 
sister congregation in Decatur, First Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

4. Currently work as the Office Administrator at First Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
as the Bookkeeper for Holy Cross. 

5. Retired from AT&T with over 30 years management experience. 


