
Greetings on behalf of the Synod Youth! 
 
As a synod, we host our annual weekend retreat at Lake Williamson Christian Center in Carlinville, 
Illinois each fall. We also participate and support Crossways Confirmation Camp and Leadership Lab, 
both held at Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois in the summer.  
 
Last November, we held our annual Carlinville retreat at Lake Williamson November 21 through 23, 
2025. The theme was “Abide in Me” from John 15: 4-5. The weekend was spent exploring ways in 
which we could find a home in God as God dwells in our hearts through Christ Jesus. We had 150 
people from 17 congregations across the synod and beyond. Time was spent in worship, in small 
groups, and building community through play and service. The Carlinville Youth retreat is open to 
youth in sixth grade through high school. This year, the annual Carlinville retreat will be held at Lake 
Williamson Christian Center November 20 through 22, 2026.  
 
Crossways Confirmation Camp is for confirmation aged youth who have completed sixth, seventh, or 
eighth grade. In 2025, it was June 9 through 13, and the theme was “#SpiritStrong: Where did you 
see God today?”.  Time was spent in small groups, worship, and congregational groups learning and 
serving. This year, Crossways Confirmation Camp will be June 8 through 12, at Augustana College in 
Rock Island, Illinois. For more information, visit crosswayscamp.org 
 
Leadership Lab was held June 23 through 28, 2025 at Augustana College in Rock Island, Illinois. The 
theme was “Nothing But Joy”. The week utilized different emotions to explore faith. Leadership Lab 
has been in ministry for 64 years, and brings participants from all across the country to learn, grow, 
and be in community with one another. Leadership Lab is open for youth that are high school and 
college aged. Leadership Lab also offers two Adult-aged levels: Adult Lab, which offers resources for 
those involved in youth ministry, and Life Long Lab, which offers a week of sabbath in a 
Christ-centered community. This year, Leadership Lab will be held June 22 through 27 at Augustana 
College in Rock Island. For more information, visit leadershiplab.net 
 
We want to see these ministries continue to grow, and we need your help to do so! Please share 
these events with your congregations. Reach out with questions! Deacon Jason Fisher and Mrs. 
Raylee Brown are the two primary contacts for synod youth events.  
Deacon Jason Fisher: jason.fisher@csis-elca.org 
Mrs. Raylee Brown: raylee.brown@felcpeoria.org 
 
We thank you for your continued support of the young people throughout the synod.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Katlyn Reimer, on behalf of CSIS LYO 

http://crosswayscamp.org
http://leadershiplab.net
mailto:jason.fisher@csis-elca.org
mailto:raylee.brown@felcpeoria.org

