East Central Conference

Pastor Julia Rademacher, Dean

Communities of disciples

Champaign Good Shepherd Pastor Lynette Chapman
Champaign Grace Pastor Chris Repp
Champaign St. Andrew’s Campus Center  PastorJon Fry

Danville Bethel Pastor Ed Stone

Decatur First Claire Vail, SAM

Decatur Holy Cross Vicar Chris Edmonds
Mahomet Lutheran Church of Mahomet Pastor Ron Poe
Monticello Christ Pastor Julia Rademacher
Rankin Grace Vacant

Shelbyville St. Paul Vacant

Urbana St. Matthew Vacant
Officers

Dean Pastor Julia Rademacher, Christ, Monticello

Vice Dean Pastor Paul Chapman, retired

Lay Vice President  Claire Vail, SAM, First, Decatur

Treasurer Pastor Jennifer Hartweg-Brown (interim) ministry
Secretary Pastor Lynette Chapman, Good Shepherd, Champaign

C/SIS committee representatives

Adult Faith Formation

Pastor Janet Lepp Term ends 2027

Grace, Champaign

Bridges to Belonging

Bella Karunas & Lisa Manalisay

Candidacy

Pastor Lynette Chapman, Good Term ends 2028
Shepherd, Champaign;
Pastor Julia Rademacher, Christ,

Monticello (Synod Council

liaison)

Global Mission Susan Barretto, Good Shepherd, Term ends 2029
Champaign

Leadership Support Pastor Jon Fry, St. Andrew’s, Term ends 2029
Champaign

Mission Support and Stewardship

Education

Pastor Paul Chapman Term ends 2027

retired



Social Ministry, Justice, and
Advocacy

Conference events

Rostered leader gathering

Al Mytty, Good Shepherd, Term ends 2029
Champaign
Good Shepherd, September 9, 2025

Champaign

Fall Theological Conference

Pere Marquette Lodge,
Grafton

September 22-24, 2025

Rostered leader gathering

Grace, Champaign

October 14, 2025

Bishop’s colloquy (with
Northeast Conference)

Christ, Monticello

November 12, 2025

Rostered leader gathering

Advent Brunch, Urbana

December 9, 2025

St. Andrew’s dedication

St. Andrew’s Champaign

March 1, 2026

Go. Together! Synod

Champaign-Urbana area

April 18, 2026

mission trip

Synod Day prep and TBA May 2026

planning

Conference statistics

Communities of Disciples 11

Open calls 3

Ministry teams 1

Rostered leaders 20
Under call 10
Word & Sacrament 21
Word & Service 2
Specialized ministry 0
On leave from call 1
Retired 13

Synod-Authorized Ministers 5



Northeast Conference

Pastor Maria Bonine, Dean

Communities of disciples

Bloomington St.John Pastor David Glesne
Pastor Lyn Kern
Pastor Shemiah Curry
Bourbonnais American Pastor Patrick Jenkins
Bradley Our Savior Pastor Lynne Culkin
Clifton Zion Pastor Joel Brown (contractual)
Colfax Immanuel Pastor Michael Jones
Crescent City St. Peter Pastor Joel Brown
Elliot Pontoppidan Vacant
Fairbury Trinity Marcia Buchs, SAM
Flanagan St. Petri Vacant
Forrest St. Paul Pastor Dave Castner
Gilman St. Paul Pastor Christine Schoon (interim)
Normal Our Saviour Pastor Maria Bonine
Pontiac St. Paul Pastor Christine McNeal
Roberts St. Paul Pastor Nathan Feig

Servants United Parish

Pastor Rich Likeness
Pastor Elizabeth Callen

American, Gibson City
Community, Cornell
St. John’s, Anchor

St. John'’s, Sibley

St. Paul, Chatsworth
St. Peter’s, Dwight
Trinity, Chenoa

Officers
Dean Pastor Maria Bonine
Vice Dean Pastor Joel Brown
Treasurer Larry Pfotenhauer
Secretary Pastor Elizabeth Callen

C/SIS committee representatives

Pastor Christine McNeal 2026-29
Cynthia Davis 2026-29

Adult Faith Formation



Bridges to Belonging Cynthia Davis 2026-29
Candidacy Dawn Likeness 2026-29
Global Mission Pastor Jim Davis 2024-27
Leadership Support Chuck Boutcher 2023-26
Pasto Elizabeth Callen 2025-28
Mission Support and Stewardship Pastor Maria Bonine 2026-29
Education
New and Renewing Congregations  Pastor Dave Castner 2024-27

Lay position to be filled by

Synod Council

Social Ministry, Justice, and
Advocacy

Conference events
Check-in

Position to be filled by
Synod Council

Trinity, Chenoa

September 11, 2025

Youth education and fellowship

American, Bourbonnais

October 9, 2025

Bishop’s Collogquy

Christ, Monticello

November 12, 2025

Synod Conference Day planning

St. Paul, Pontiac

December 11, 2025

Check-in

Our Saviour, Normal

January 8, 2026

Meeting canceled

February 8, 2026

Conference assembly

Our Savior, Bradley

March 8, 2026

Check-in/Synod Day update American, Gibson City April 14, 2026
Go. Together! Relation Trip Champaign-Urbana April 18, 2026
Synod Day planning/AGAPE visit AGAPE House, Normal May 14, 2026

Conference statistics

Communities of Disciples 21
Open calls 4
Ministry teams 0
Rostered leaders 20
Under call 13
Word & Sacrament 20
Word & Service 0
Specialized ministry 1
On leave from call 0
Retired 9
Synod-Authorized Ministers 4



Northern Conference

Pastor Kara Wiechamann, Dean

Communities of disciples

Bartonville Bethel Rev. Kara Wiechmann

Bartonville St. John Vacant, in the process of signing interim
agreement

Benson St. Paul Rev. Rick Hertenstein (interim)

Canton Trinity Rev. Micah Garnett

Chillicothe St. Mark Rev. John Sipf (part-time, All Saints
Parish)

Ellisville Wiley Vacant

Glasford St. Peter Rev. Ray Barclay (pulpit supply)

Hartsburg St. John Rev. Tom Kratzer (interim)

Lincoln Immanuel Dave Griffith, SAM
Rev. Tom Krieger, Supervising/Admin.
Pastor

Minonk Immanuel Rev. Rick Hertenstein (interim)

Morton Advent Rev. Nancy Bacon (Presbyterian)

Mt. Pulaski St. John Rev. Glen VanderKloot (coord. pastor)

Pekin Our Savior Rev. Stephen Barnes

Peoria First English Rev. Richard Wehrs (interim)

Peoria Grace and Peace Rev. Mary Beenken

Peoria Salem Rev. Jen Hartweg-Brown (interim)

Peoria St. Paul Vacant

Toluca St. John Gretchen Petrakis (pulpit supply)

Washington Faith Rev. Michael Rahlf

Washington St. Mark’s Rev. Jen Beamsley

Wenona Bethany Vacant

Wyoming St. Timothy Rev. John Sipf (part-time, All Saints
Parish)

Officers
Dean Rev. Kara Wiechmann (2025-28)
Vice Dean Rev. John Sipf (2025-28)

Lay Vice President

Treasurer
Secretary

Dick Joyce (2026-29)

Dustin Hudelson (2025-28)
Rev. Karen Norman Rees (2026-29)



C/SIS committee representatives

Adult Faith Formation Dick Joyce
Global Mission Vacant
Leadership Support Dr. Eden Blair

Mission Support and Stewardship Rev. Richard Wehrs
Education

New and Renewing Congregations  Rev. Michael Rahlf

Social Ministry, Justice & Advocacy Rev. Mary Beenken
Synod Council Representative David Miller

Conference events

Praying in Color with Rev. John Sipf  Grace and Peace, Peoria

2024-27

2025-28
2025-28

2026-29

2025-28
2024-27

August 12, 2025

Faithful Innovation with Deacon Trinity, Canton
Jason Fisher

September9, 2025

Northern Conference Youth Board brought in guest speaker Kara
Haug to talk with youth, families, and church workers about
relationships and to address concerns in current regarding
sexuality and Al relationships

October 2025

Bishop colloquy with Northwest Trinity, Canton November 10, 2025

Conference

No scheduled meeting

Meeting Zoom January 13, 2026

Meeting Grace and Peace and via February 10, 2026
Zoom

Be Like Jesus Day of Service: 43 youth and 25 adults completed
service projects to support Lutheran World Relief (quilt blocks
and personal care kits), Ronald McDonald House (fleece tie
blankets), Cuddles with Kindness (Build-a-Bear), and a local
middle school (snack packs)

February 21, 2026

Meeting First English, Peoria March 10, 2026
Conference assembly Lutheran Hillside Village, April 26, 2026
Peoria

Confirmation Co-op continues to share the ministry of teaching 6-8th grade students
from congregations across our synod. Lay and clergy take turns teaching when we
gather once a month. We also plan service/learning outings at least once a year.



Northwest Conference

Pastor Brett Gosteli, Dean

Communities of disciples

Augusta Faith Rev. Alana Sieg
Beardstown First Rev. Catherine Burnette
Bluff Springs  St.John’s Mary Lou Janssen, SAM
Bluffs St. John’s Vicar Kari Gosteli
Carthage Immanuel Rev. Alana Sieg
Carthage Trinity Rev. Micah Sieg
Coatsburg St. Peter’s Rev. Gayle Pope (interim)
Golden Immanuel Rev. Jeff Corson

Liberty Zion Rev. Jeff Corson
Macomb Trinity Rev. Youngshim Mason
Mendon Salem Rev. Jeff Corson

Quincy Christ Rev. Daniel Grainger
Quincy Luther Memorial Rev. Brett A. Gosteli
Virginia Grace Mary Lou Janssen, SAM

Conference officers

Dean Rev. Brett A. Gosteli
Vice Dean Rev. Youngshim Mason
Lay Vice President  Denny Wallen
Treasurer Rev. Daniel Grainger
Secretary Rev. Daniel Grainger

C/SIS committee representatives

Adult Faith Formation Amy Shirey 2024-27
Candidacy Rev, Gayle Pope 2023-26
Finance Rev. Brett A. Gosteli 2024-27
Global Mission Rev. Jeff Corson 2024-27
Leadership Support David Poland 2025-28
Rev. Daniel Grainger 2025-28
Mission Support and Stewardship Vacant
Education
New and Renewing Congregations  Rev. Alana Sieg 2025-28
Social Ministry, Justice & Advocacy Rev. Youngshim Mason 2026-29
Synod Council Denny Wallen 2024-27



Conference events

Collegial Catching Up

Luther Memorial, Quincy

August 27, 2025

Fall Theological Conference

Pere Marquette Lodge,
Grafton

September 22-24,
2025

Plan for Remainder of Conf. Year

First, Beardstown

October 22, 2025

No meeting November 2025
Christmas Celebration Gostelis’ home December 17, 2025
No meeting January 2026

WIU DREAMers Trinity, Macomb February 2026

Conference Assembly
23 voting members, 12
communities of disciples, 12
rostered, 12 lay, 9 guests
including Pastor Kristen Schmid
of the C/SIS staff

Luther Memorial, Quincy

March 1, 2026

Zoom text studies

First, third, and fifth Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.

In-person text studies

Second Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.

Conference Leaders Meetings

Conference statistics

N

Communities of Disciples
Open calls
Ministry teams
Rostered leaders
Under call
Word & Sacrament
Word & Service
Specialized ministry
On leave from call
Retired
Synod-Authorized Ministers
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Fourth Wednesday with fellowship at 9:30 a.m.



Southern Conference

Pastor Marlin Otte, Dean

Communities of disciples

Anna Mt. Moriah Rev. Mark Hasty
Campbell St. Luke Deacon Ben Nikodym
Hill
Carbondale Epiphany Rev. Brian Coffey
Centralia Redeemer Father Matthew Kemp (Episcopal)
DeSoto Mt. Calvary Paul Copeland, SAM
Rev. Brian Coffey, Supervising Pastor
Jonesboro Salem Rev. Mark Hasty
Marion Our Redeemer Rev. Kim Lee-Brown
Metropolis Lutheran Church of the Cross  Rev. David Deem
Mt. Carmel Zion Nancy Johns, SAM
Jean Scherer, SAM
Mt. Vernon Prince of Peace Pulpit supply
Murphysboro First Paul Copeland, SAM
Rev. Brian Coffey, Supervising Pastor
Olney Trinity Rev. Kathleen Boland
Steeleville Peace Rev. Ken Tegtmeier
Wartburg Parish

Peace, Chester

Pulpit supply

St. John, Post Oak
St. Peter, Wine Hill

Conference officers

Dean
Sub-Dean

Lay Vice President

Treasurer
Secretary

Lay at Large
Clergy at Large

Vicar Anne Terry
Deb Rathert, SAM (visitation)

Rev. Marlin Otte (2026, second term)
Rev. Brian Coffey (2026, second term)

Claudia Merrett (2028, first term)

Joan Dotson (2027, second term)

Deb Rathert

Anne Terry (2026, second term)
Rev. Kim Lee-Brown (2027, second term)



C/SIS committee representatives

Adult Faith Formation Vacant

Candidacy Deb Rathert 2023-26
Rev. Kim Lee-Brown 2023-26

Global Mission Andy West 2024-27

New and Renewing Congregations  Rev. Kathi Boland 2023-26

Social Ministry, Justice & Advocacy Hugh Stempfley 2024-27

Synod Council Devin Miller 2025-28

Upcoming conference events

Southern Conference Leaders Lutheran Church of the May 21, 2026
Cross, Metropolis

Rev. Mark Hasty begins as June 7, 2026

Southern Conference dean

Rev. Ken Tegtmeier retires Peace, Steeleville June 7, 2026

Rev. David Deem retires

Lutheran Church of the
Cross, Metropolis

August 30, 2026

Synod Day

Our Redeemer, Marion

October 17, 2026

Thanks to SAMs Michael Foppe and Michael Pritchet, who have ended their service in the
Wartburg Cluster. Well done, good and faithful servants!

Conference statistics

Communities of Disciples
Open calls
Ministry teams
Rostered leaders
Under call
Word & Sacrament
Word & Service
Specialized ministry
On leave from call
Retired
Synod-Authorized Ministers
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West Central Conference

Pastor Tom Krieger, Dean

Communities of disciples

Altamont St. Paul Rev. Brian Wachendorf (interim)
Batchtown Zion Vacant

Belleville St. Mark Rev. Brian Robison

Butler Ware’s Grove John Jaffry, SAM

Columbia Christ Community Rev. Jared Parker

Dorchester St. John Vicar Kristen Demma

Rev. John Lottes, Supervising Pastor

Farmersville  Zion Deacon Pat Caley (interim)
Fillmore St. Matthew Lee Gross, SAM
Rev. Brad Frye, Supervising Pastor
Gillespie Zion Rev. Zachary Krampien
Godfrey Resurrection Rev. Jan Worms
Hillsboro St. Paul’s Rev. Stefan Munker
Litchfield Mt. Zion Lynne Taylor, SAM
Rev. Jim Davis, Supervising Pastor
Litchfield Trinity Ken Bergo, SAM
Jacksonville Faith Rev. Adam Dichsen
Loogootee Zion Rev. Brad Frye
Maryville Our Lord’s Rev. Stephanie Doeschot (interim)
Mascoutah St. Martin of Tours Rev. Krista Stokke (interim)
Mt. Olive Zion Rev. Zachary Krampien
New Douglas Immanuel Rev. Ben Fiore (interim)
Nokomis Mt. Zion Lee Gross, SAM
Rev. Brad Frye, Supervising Pastor
O’Fallon Faith Rev. Candice Wassell
Shipman Zion American Vicar Kristen Demma
Rev. John Lottes, Supervising Pastor
Springfield Grace Rev. Tom Krieger
Springfield Peace Rev. Darla Ann Kratzer
Springfield St. John’s Rev. Ryan Anderson
Rev. Linda Strader
Vandalia St. James Rev. Brad Frye



Officers

Dean Rev. Tom Krieger (24-27)
Vice Dean Rev. Linda Strader (24-27)
Lay Vice President  Lynne Taylor, SAM (25-28)
Treasurer Andy Roselle (26-29)
Secretary John Rigg (26-29)

C/SIS committee representatives

Adult Faith Formation Doris Robinson 2025-2028
Rev. Tom Krieger Synod Council liaison
Bridges of Belonging Doris Robinson
Candidacy Lori Evans 2023-26
Rev. Cindy Munker 2024-27
Discipline Rev. Linda Strader 2025-31
Global Mission Sundae Johnson 2026-29
Rose Moser
Jean Scherer
Leadership Support Rev. Adam Dichsen 2026-29
Mission Support and Stewardship Stewart Sandstorm 2026-29
Education
New and Renewing Congregations  Kelly Street 2026-29
Social Ministry, Justice & Advocacy Deacon Pat Caley 2024-27
Synod Council Marilyn Dichsen (youth) 2025-27
Jean Welch 2025-28

Upcoming conference events

Synod Day August 29, 2026
Rostered Leaders October 8, 2026 January 21, 2027
November 19, 2026 February 18, 2027
West Central Conference Assembly March 13, 2027
Rostered Leaders April 15, 2027
May 20, 2027

Conference statistics

Communities of Disciples 26
Open calls 5
Ministry teams 3

Rostered leaders 34 + 1 from full-communion partner



Under call

Word & Sacrament

Word & Service

Specialized ministry

On leave from call

Retired
Synod-Authorized Ministers

12

33

2

0

4

18

10 + 1 from Southern Conference



