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TO THE GLORY OF GOD

2023 Central/Southern lllinois Synod Assembly

The 2023 Central/Southern lllinois Synod Assembly was held
both online and in-person with a Zoom session on March 25 and
together on June 1-3 in East Peoria. The theme for this year’s
assembly was “To the Glory of God,” reminding us that everything
we do is for God, by God, and in his name.

Thank you to the Northern and Northwestern Conferences, which
hosted this year’s assembly, offered daily devotions, and provided
volunteer support.

Election of a Bishop

This year’s assembly featured the election of
a bishop as Bishop S. John Roth retires after
12 years of leadership. After much prayer,
consideration, and discernment, the assembly
elected the Rev. Greg Busboom, lead pastor
at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Springfield,
on the fifth ballot.

Bishop-elect Busboom will take office on
B September 1 at the completion of Bishop
Roth’s term and will be installed at a worship service on
September 23 at a time and location to be announced.

Additional recognition

Along with Bishop Roth’s retirement and
pastors and congregations celebrating
anniversaries, the assembly recognized Ken
Finkle’s many years of service as synod
treasurer as he steps down from the role.
Thank you, Ken!

\[Z

~_ T
2 CORINTHIANS 4:15

TO THE GLORY OF GOD

2023 Central/Southern lllinois Synod Assembly

The 2023 Central/Southern lllinois Synod Assembly was held
both online and in-person with a Zoom session on March 25 and
together on June 1-3 in East Peoria. The theme for this year’s
assembly was “To the Glory of God,” reminding us that everything
we do is for God, by God, and in his name.

Thank you to the Northern and Northwestern Conferences, which
hosted this year’s assembly, offered daily devotions, and provided
volunteer support.

Election of a Bishop

This year’s assembly featured the election of
a bishop as Bishop S. John Roth retires after
12 years of leadership. After much prayer,
consideration, and discernment, the assembly
elected the Rev. Greg Busboom, lead pastor
at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Springfield,
on the fifth ballot.

Bishop-elect Busboom will take office on
B September 1 at the completion of Bishop
Roth’s term and will be installed at a worship service on
September 23 at a time and location to be announced.

Additional recognition

Along with Bishop Roth’s retirement and
pastors and congregations celebrating
anniversaries, the assembly recognized Ken
Finkle’s many years of service as synod
treasurer as he steps down from the role.
Thank you, Ken!




Actions taken

e Elected: Marilyn Dichsen, youth representative to synod
council; Steve Mitze, treasurer; Pastor Rita Augsburger, Pastor
Brad Frye, Dave Griffith, and Mary Lou Janssen, Discipline
Committee

e Approved: the proposed budget for 2024 of $1,265,523. To
learn how your mission support funds synod activities, visit
CSIS-ELCA.org/mission-support.

e Approved: resolutions adopting changes to the synod
constitution recommended by the ELCA Churchwide
Assembly; to change the Candidacy Committee to an
appointed committee from an elected committee; and
changing parts of the synod constitution related to the
Candidacy Committee.

The assembly also reflected on eight “threads,” or themes, that
have arisen as part of the ongoing discernment of who we are as
a synod; these were the subject of Zoom breakout discussions,
woven into our daily devotions, and part of Q&A sessions with
nominees for bishop.

Our festival worship service on Thursday evening took an offering
for our companion synods of the Malagasy Lutheran Church. More
than $12,000 will be sent to support their ministries in southern
Madagascar, the most we’ve ever received — thank you for your
very generous support! It's not too late to give, whether
individually or as a congregation. Visit CSIS-ELCA.org/offering to
give online or send a check to the synod office.

Thank you to our committees and synod and partner ministries
that provided spoken and video reports and informational
displays to highlight their work. Visit CSIS-ELCA.org/synod-
assemblies for a complete list of reports and documents and links
to assembly videos.
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