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“May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face to shine upon us, 

 that your way may be known upon earth, 
    your saving power among all nations” (Psalm 67:1-2). 

 
        The challenges of doing ministry during a time of pandemic continued over 
this past year. Some aspects of ministry became less of a challenge as life started 
to open up again. Yet, other aspects of ministry seemed to become more of a 
challenge as we started to live into what seems to be a new normal. God has 
indeed been faithful, but the lasting effects of both pastoral and congregational 
fatigue are real.  
 
       The leaders of the West Central Conference gathered (in-person!) on October 
21, 2021, at Mt. Zion in Litchfield. Dr. Brooke Peterson from Lutheran School of 
Theology in Chicago was with us via Zoom and shared a powerful presentation on 
“Grief and Trauma during the Pandemic.” It was a most helpful presentation and 
opened up some really good sharing among the leaders who were present. 
 
       Grace, Springfield hosted our annual Bishop’s Colloquy on December 16, 
2021, at which Bishop Roth shared a presentation on Synod Authorized Ministry. 
 
       Our Conference Assembly was held on Shrove Tuesday, March 1, 2022, at 
Our Lord’s, Maryville and began with a delicious Shrove Tuesday Pancake and 
Sausage Supper provided by the congregation. Following the meal, we shared a 
meaningful worship service together. Leaders from St. Paul’s, Hillsboro; Faith, 
Jacksonville; and St. Paul’s, Altamont shared inspiring stories of how they have 
seen God at work in and through their congregations over the past year. 
 
       On May 5, 2022, we gathered at St. Paul’s, Altamont, for our spring gathering. 
Pastor David Nellist, a United Methodist Pastor from Michigan, was with us via 
Zoon and shared an interesting presentation on communication methods in an 
ongoing time of pandemic. 
 

       We were glad to welcome Pastor Bradford Frye into our conference during the 
past year. Pastor Frye serves both St. James in Vandalia and Zion (Loogootee) in 
Farina. 


