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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
My name is Jean Scherer and I have been President of the Central/Southern 
Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA since October 2017. This is the last year I 
can serve due to term limits and seven years on the board.  The pandemic 
for the last two years has brought many challenges.  Our Fall Biennial 
Convention for October 2021 did not happen due to Covid, nor did it in April 
2022 and now it is scheduled for September 9-10, 2022, at Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Springfield.  We held a Virtual Fall Convention in October 
2020 and in 2021 a Virtual Spring Tour of Churches, so it will be great to be 
back in person. Thanks to all the women who contributed videos/pictures 
and my husband Randy Heidorn for putting all these videos together.  These 
videos helped the Women of the ELCA, feel more connected in faith and 
fellowship during stressful times.  
 
 I have been privileged to serve with so many faithful women on my board 
and in our synod.  Thanks to my board members for their support and 
leadership:  Pat Casper, Vice-President; Penny Madlinger, Treasurer; Elaine 
Frerichs, Secretary; Margaret Ryan- Debonis, Mission Chair; and the 
following Conference Representatives: Cindy Lierly, Northwest ; Donna 
Schuler, Northeast ; and Beverly Gross, North.   Thanks also to Bonnie Hartke, 
former West Central Conference Representative and Mike Schmidt, former 
Mission Chair.   
 
We are grateful to be able to continue to support Toromaree Mananato’s 
mission work for our Companion Synod, The Malagasy Lutheran Church in 
Madagascar, since 2003.  Madagascar is fighting Covid, severe drought and 
hunger.  Toromaree is Vice General Secretary for the Malagasy Church. 
 
I would also like to thank Bishop Roth for his support and encouragement.   
Pastor Elise Rothfusz and Pastor Ken Sandlin, as well as the communication 
staff at the synod, have helped to keep our website up to date and we thank 
them!  Our C/SIS WELCA website is welca-csis.org which has our newsletters 



and information.  We send out a digital newsletter three to four times a year 
to each church in our synod, so please share this information with women in 
your church.  The Churchwide Women of the ELCA website is 
womenoftheelca.org.  They offer many resources, the “Gather” magazine 
with Bible studies and the Daily Grace (free phone app for short devotions), 
Bold Connections a monthly e-newsletter, and Bold Café, a monthly online 
magazine for young women.  Our Twelfth Triennial Convention and 
Gathering is scheduled for September 2023 in Phoenix, Arizona.  
 
This year the leadership event from Churchwide Women of the ELCA was in 
February 2022 and it was joined by hundreds of women on Zoom.  It was 
titled “For such a Time as this: Spirit led, Spirit fed”. This theme was about 
Esther in the Old Testament.  She grew from a passive person taking orders 
from others, to becoming a Queen who found her voice and strength to 
stand up for others.   We can follow Esther’s lead by “listening to God, 
following the Holy Spirit” to help us rebuild our Women of the ELCA synodical 
organization. We are all servant leaders and disciples, which is a lifelong 
commitment.  “Esther up”.  My email is j.d.scherer2@gmail.com if I can be 
of any service to you! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean Scherer 
President Central/Southern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA 
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