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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  As I thought about what 

to include in my annual report, things divided themselves into two themes.   

 

One was that after the constant churn of change the previous two years, this year has seen the 

return of a sense of normalcy.  While not the same as the past, the foundations below our feet 

seem firmer and steadier. 

 

Over the past year, the Synod Council has continued our normal business -- welcoming new 

members, saying farewell to leaving members, celebrating ordinations, new pastoral calls and 

much deserved retirements, and celebrating the work of dedicated lay leaders.  We received 

reports detailing the diverse expressions of our church throughout the Central/Southern Illinois 

Synod.  This all occurred at our four regular business meetings that we had this past year.  The 

Synod Council will continue to meet using mix of in-person and Zoom meetings going forward. 

January in Central and Southern Illinois continues to be a great time for a planned Zoom 

meeting. 

 

Another thing that has become normal, the Synod VPs from all 65 synods continue to have 

monthly Zoom calls.  Those meetings include agenda items on a wide variety of topics, but 

mostly deal with best practices and technical solutions to common issues and concerns.  They 

also provide community, fellowship, and sometimes support. 

 

The second theme relates to the visioning work that the Synod Council has started on this last 

year, and is about being receptive to transformation.  Again, after the last two years, you would 

think this would be a bit easier!   

 

During two special meeting we learned about visioning, discernment and what some of the 

differences there are between the two.  Through guided conversations as a Council, we have 

started to appreciate that transformation is not something that we ourselves can force into being, 

and that we need to open and receptive to God’s nudges.  The concept of Holy Waiting--and 

Pastor Pete’s reminders—are helpful for when things don’t seem to be moving fast enough.  The 

number of resources mentioned during these conversations would keep a Synod Council book 

club in business for years and would also keep our nightstand full. 

 

Lastly, in August, I will attend Churchwide Assembly in Columbus, OH as part of a delegation 

from the C/SIS Synod.  Next week we will start preparing ourselves for the important business to 

be conducted there. 

 

May God bless our work together and each of you! 


