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“There is meaning in every journey that is unknown to the traveler.”

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Summer 2021 was unusually busy for our ministry. As many of our members are students,

summertime is usually a quiet period, but we had enough people to continue Chat & Chow, our

midweek gathering for food and fellowship. In addition to evening prayer services, we did a

variety of activities, including a bible study on the Jewish Exile, led by our resident biblical

scholar, Rachel Rasmussen. We also watched several films, including the PBS documentary “The

Black Church,” and the Netflix documentary “Pray Away,” which details the history of

conversion therapy and the experiences of survivors. Since we did not have Sunday worship in

the summer, we visited a number of other local churches.

In the fall, we were blessed to return to in-person worship. Led by our music minister, Nathan

Waterson, we were able to continue having a vibrant musical experience in worship, a highlight

of which was a choir version of “There's Still My Joy.” A highlight of our worship in the fall was

our annual Bonhoeffer service, which featured the writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

Our service projects this year included a river cleanup led by the Upper Sangamon River

Conservancy, the Champaign/Urbana CROP Hunger Walk, and an end-of-season cleanup with

the Randolph Street Community Garden in Champaign. Led by our Student Minister of Faith in

Action, Brendan O'Shaughnessy, we planted a new native plant garden that he designed. Some

additional service projects included volunteering with Urbana-Champaign Books to Prisoners,

tabling on the quad with the Inclusive Campus Ministries, and a Little Pantry.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHNYSR7EyuE


Our Chat & Chow activities in the fall included baking communion bread, pumpkin carving,

decorating for Christmas, bonfires, and a Ministry Consultation with LuMin. Other activities

included an interfaith Shabbat dinner at Illini Hillel, Hops & Hymns (hymn singing at Riggs

Beer Co. in Urbana), the corn maze at Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch, and ice skating at the Illini Ice

Arena. We also visited the Illini Hillel Holocaust Museum, which told the stories of local families

impacted by the Holocaust. In September, we had a leadership retreat for our council at the farm

of Jim & Jessica Lopez. We are grateful for their continued hospitality.

Fall 2021 was a fruitful time for our ministry, but Spring 2022 has been a time of challenge. On

December 13, 2021, the St. Andrew’s Board of Trustees announced that it had removed our

pastor, Amy Thoren. This sudden change has tested the foundations of our ministry, but we have

carried on despite the many challenges. Unfortunately, a number of community members have

left as a result of her removal, but those who remain are committed to each other and our

community. Words are not enough to thank Amy for her nearly seven years of dedicated service

to our ministry and community. We continue to hold her in prayer as she navigates this time of

difficulty and transition.

Despite our ongoing challenges, we have continued as best we can with our ministry. We owe

many thanks to our Worship Crew for coordinating with local pastors to fill in so we could have

services with communion. Special thanks to the Worship & Education Crews for planning and

leading our interactive Good Friday service. We are grateful for the pastors and preachers who

have given their time and spiritual guidance. We give thanks for Emilie Schramer, our Council

President and Student Minister for Communication, whose steady leadership has helped us

carry on. We also give thanks for all others who have gone above and beyond to help sustain our

ministry.



This spring, we continued with our Wednesday night Chat & Chow, with activities including

trivia, board games, tie-dye, bowling, baking communion bread, and bonfires in the backyard. A

few of us attended the Illinois Interfaith Conference in February, where we learned about the

ideas of radical hope and collective care, in addition to discussions on building an interfaith

community at UIUC. The Education Crew led a discussion on the work of Rachel Held Evans,

and organized a Lenten bible study on the book of Job, once again led by Rachel Rasmussen.

The message of Job was especially relevant to our community at this time. We thank Rachel for

her knowledge and astute guidance in our bible studies this year.

We thank our Assistant Director, Mary Corkery, for her work in helping us continue with

worship and other activities, and for her countless hours of work on our successful Giving

Tuesday campaign in November, which blessed us with over $39,000 in donations. Mary and

the Board of Trustees also organized our first ever Open House this April, which helped

showcase our ministry to members of other congregations in the area. We will be collaborating

with the Board of Trustees to create a Ministry Site Profile, which will enable us to begin the

process of calling a new pastor. We hope this process can be as swift and fruitful as possible.



This year, we were able to undertake two significant building projects. First, the construction of

a new and accessible kitchen adjacent to the fellowship area. We thank those who donated for

this project, as well as Amy Thoren and the Board of Trustees for their work in securing the

funding. Second, the installation of a paved patio in the backyard, which we have used for

bonfires and other gatherings. We also thank the Board of Trustees for organizing the funding

and construction of this project.

We give thanks for all those who make our ministry special. We pray for all those in our

community who are graduating or leaving this spring, that they may go forth and share the

blessings of their presence in their new communities as they did in ours. We pray especially for

the family and friends of Marian Baderschneider, who passed away on April 14. Marian and her

husband Vic started coming to St. Andrew’s in 2002, and have always been strong supporters of

our ministry. We will miss her dearly.

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

- John 1:5

This message from John’s Gospel is always relevant, especially in the past two years, and even

more so for our ministry in recent months. We go forth into this summer and the next year with

hope for renewal and healing.

Grace and Peace in Christ,

The St. Andrew’s Congregation
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