
  

            
 
Founded in 1874, St. Olaf College shares with other ELCA colleges and universities a common calling to 
provide an education that is both “deeply rooted in the Lutheran intellectual tradition and boldly open 
to insights from other religious and secular traditions” (NECU, Rooted and Open, 2018).  St. Olaf’s 
mission is to challenge students to excel in the liberal arts, examine faith and values, and explore 
meaningful vocation in an inclusive, globally engaged community nourished by Lutheran tradition. 
 
Like colleges and congregations everywhere, St. Olaf made significant adaptations over the course of 
the global pandemic to enable safe delivery of its academic and co-curricular programming.  Following 
the temporary closure of the campus in mid-spring and summer 2020, most students returned to 
campus in Fall 2020, and the college remained open throughout the 2020-21 academic year offering a 
combination of in-person, hybrid, and remote programming.  This year the college is fully in-person 
with a variety of COVID safety protocols still in place.  St. Olaf continues to attract a broad pool of 
talented students, currently representing 49 states and 87 countries. With an enrollment of nearly 
3000 full-time undergraduates, our Fall 2021 incoming first-year students had an average high school 
grade point of 3.68 and a median ACT composite score of 31.  Our first-years are diverse in a variety of 
ways, with 23% of incoming first-years self-identifying as domestic students of color, 10% as 
international students, 22% eligible for Pell grants, and 18% as first-generation college students. 
Within the student body as a whole, 19% self-identify as Lutheran and another 7% are members of a 
denomination in full communion with the ELCA.  Among our Class of 2021 graduates, 86% had 
participated in an internship, mentored research experience, practicum, or other vocation-related 
opportunity, and two-thirds had studied off-campus.  Among our Class of 2020 graduates, 95% were 
working, pursuing further education, or engaged in full-time military or other service program within 
the first six months of graduation. 
 
St. Olaf continues to offer daily Chapel services led by the college pastors and featuring St. Olaf 
students, faculty, and staff as speakers and musicians.  The St. Olaf Student Congregation and guests 
also gather for Sunday worship with Holy Communion during the academic year.  All services at Boe 
Chapel are streamed live and then archived for on-demand viewing on the St. Olaf website.  College 
Pastors Matt Marohl and Katherine Fick also host a chapel podcast on matters of faith and spiritual 
practice.  Over the past three years, the College Ministry team has grown to include an Associate 
Chaplain for Jewish Life and an Associate Chaplain for Muslim Life, both of whom offer opportunities 
for worship, religious education, pastoral care, and interfaith engagement, not only for students who 
identify with those faith traditions but also for students of any identity. 
 
The college also continues its weekly Sing For Joy radio program, broadcast on more than 150 stations 
in the U.S., the U.K., and throughout Africa, and streamed both live and on demand.  Built around the 
Revised Common Lectionary for the church year, Sing For Joy integrates the best in sacred choral 
music with thoughtful commentary.  The St. Olaf Conference on Worship, Theology, and the Arts 
hosted its first-ever virtual mini-conference in July 2021, welcoming more than 200 clergy and lay 
leaders from 41 states. The conference returns in-person on the St. Olaf campus July 25-28, 2022, with 
“Scatter the Imagination of Our Hearts” as its theme, and featuring theologian Willie James Jennings 
(Yale University Divinity School) and Professor of Homiletics and Liturgics Eunjoo Mary Kim (Iliff 
School of Theology) as guest keynoters. 
 
The Lutheran Center for Faith, Values, and Community is now in its third year of programming to advance a 
compelling vision for Lutheranism in the 21st century, foster inter-religious and inter-faith engagement, 
nurture vocational discernment, and provide national and global thought leadership across all its 
programming areas.  The Conference on Worship, Theology, and the Arts is a program of the Lutheran 
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https://www.stolaf.edu/multimedia/
https://www.stolaf.edu/multimedia/streams/archive/chapel
https://www.spreaker.com/show/stolaf-chapel
https://www.stolaf.edu/singforjoy/
https://wp.stolaf.edu/cwta/
https://www.stolaf.edu/multimedia/play/?e=3549
https://wp.stolaf.edu/lutherancenter/


  

Center, and the two Associate Chaplains in College Ministry are supported by Center funding.  The Center’s 
programming for vocational discernment has been anchored by a two-year $50,000 grant from the Council 
of Independent College’s Network for Vocation in Undergraduate Education (NetVUE), supporting a series 
of faculty and staff development activities designed to expand and broaden opportunities for student 
reflection on vocation, with particular focus on new requirements in the college’s general education 
curriculum.  Vocation has also been a central theme in the Center’s recent thought leadership; over the past 
several months, Center Director Dr. Deanna Thompson has been speaking at a variety of colleges and 
universities, congregations, and ELCA synods on “Beyond Deep Gladness: Coming to Terms with Vocations 
We Don’t Choose,” bringing together Lutheran tradition, vocational discernment, and an understanding of 
trauma related to the pandemic and systemic racism, in seeking to meet the challenges of our time.  In 
October 2021 Rev. Dr. Charlene Cox, an ELCA Minister of Word and Sacrament, joined the Lutheran Center 
staff as St. Olaf’s inaugural Program Director for Congregational Thriving, leading the college’s $1 million 
five-year Lilly Endowment grant.  Over the next few months, Rev. Dr. Cox will work with leaders in the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA Churchwide, and the National Council of Churches to begin recruiting 
congregations into a process of vocational discernment guided by a series of high impact learning 
experiences that will engage them with their distinctive theological commitments, diverse communities, 
and dynamic contexts.   
 
We look forward to welcoming you to campus, whether virtually or in person, and to welcoming the 
prospective students you introduce to St. Olaf. 
 
David R. Anderson ’74, President 


