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The Social Ministry, Justice, and Advocacy (SMJA) committee of our synod has not been 
very active but is available to support congregations and individuals interested in social 
ministry, justice issues, or advocacy on local or national levels. 
 
One of the most important tasks is the application review and distribution of Synod 
Mission and ELCA World Hunger grants. Because our committee has been mostly 
inactive, involvement in efforts like resettling Afghans in the St. Louis area has not been 
pursued. 
 
The committee encourages congregations and individuals in particular to sign up for 
emails from www.elca.org, including advocacy alerts, and follow various program units of 
the ELCA on Facebook or other social media. This is an expedient way to involve more 
of us in opportunities for doing God’s Work with Our Hands. Please share needs or 
projects through the committee and the synod newsletter when synod wide collaboration 
could offer mutual support and greater effectiveness. 
 
In the past year, there were no World Hunger grant applications on the territory of our 
synod. However your congregation may have applied for and received a Daily Bread 
matching grant. In my congregation at St. Paul’s in Hillsboro, for example, we were able 
to raise more than the $500 being matched by the ELCA and were able to expand our 
weekly free meal ministry to adapt and sustain serving around 60 lunches weekly. 
 
Sola Gratia farm received a mission grant for feeding and educating the hungry in Urbana. 
For information application form visit the synod website www.csis-elca.org and look for 
Social Ministry, Justice, and Advocacy Grants under the “For Congregations” tab. Grants 
average $500, must involve connection to a local congregation, and the deadline is April 
1st of each year. 
 
Please contact me if you are interested in joining the work of our committee, or want to 
invite others to share in your activities to bring God’s kingdom. 
 
Submitted by Rev. Stefan Munker, Chairperson 
CentralSouthernSMJA@gmail.com 

http://support.elca.org/site/Survey;jsessionid=00000000.app20093a?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=1621&NONCE_TOKEN=10C9763DF13C4E5BF0871E7A59C02137
https://www.csis-elca.org/

