
New & Renewing Congregations Committee 
Pastor Micah Garnett (Trinity, Canton), Chair 

 
Dear Friends in Christ of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod, 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has challenged congregations to seek out new approaches for reaching people 
in both in-person and online spaces--an emerging ministry discipline called “hybrid” ministry. Over the 
past year, the New and Renewing Congregations Committee has discussed some of the opportunities that 
hybrid ministry presents for congregations, geographical parishes, specialized ministries, and new 
groups/mission starts. We also explored congregational renewal resources like Fresh Expressions (Church 
of England), Lay Planter Training for Starting New Faith Communities (UMC), Reboot Camp (ELCA 
Churchwide), and Faithful Innovation (Luther Seminary). 
 
We are grateful, however, for the improving pandemic situation because we are finally able to proceed 
with our Synod-Wide Mission Trip this Labor Day weekend! We invite you to join us at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Olney on Saturday, September 3 through Sunday, September 4 for an action-packed weekend 
of community service projects, congregational work projects, worship, and fellowship. Additional 
information and online registration are available on the Synod website. The trip is short in duration and 
incurs very modest costs for the participants because we know that there are congregations and people 
throughout our synod who enjoy mission trips but do not have the group size, financial resources, or time 
to participate in larger, interstate/international mission work opportunities. The Synod-Wide Mission Trip 
allows us to stay (relatively) close to home and develop relationships with people we can later partner 
with again in synodical efforts. 
 
The idea for a synod-wide mission trip developed out of this committee’s long-term working relationship 
with Prince of Peace, Mt. Vernon during their time as an ELCA Redevelopment congregation. Although 
our formal relationship with them ended when they were no longer in the Redevelopment process, we 
invited our synod to visit and support them for our first mission trip in 2019, which drew more than 50 
people to Mt. Vernon. We so enjoyed the relationships that developed among the trip’s participants that 
we immediately started planning a second trip for 2020. Trinity, Olney was selected as the partner 
congregation for that second trip, which ended up being postponed two years a row due to the pandemic; 
however, they have remained excited about welcoming everyone. They will be excellent hosts for the 
synod, and we hope to see many of you September 3-4, 2022! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
The C/SIS New & Renewing Congregations Committee 
Pastor Micah Garnett (Trinity, Canton), Chair 
Pastor Elise Rothfusz (C/SIS Director for Evangelical Mission), Synod Staff Liaison 
Pastor Pete Hinrich (St. Paul, Gilman), Synod Council Liaison 
Pastor Mark Hasty (Mt. Moriah, Anna & Salem, Jonesboro), Southern Conference 
Pastor Matt Geerdes (Ill. St. Univ. Campus Min./St. Paul, Roberts), Northeastern Conference 
Pastor Julia Rademacher (Christ, Monticello), East Central Conference 
Mr. Robert Mueller (St. Paul, Peoria), Northern Conference 
 


