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People of God in the Central/Southern Illinois Synod, 
 
After two years of remote gatherings, this year we celebrate the return to an in-person 
Synod Assembly.  It will be a blessing to be present in the same space for sessions, 
conversations, and worship. 
 
I am now relating to congregations in three of our Conferences—Northern, Northwest and 
Northeast—and sharing those responsibilities with Pr. Ken Sandlin.  We welcomed two 
new staff in the Synod office this year—Michael Horn as Communications Director and 
Jennie Ruth as our new bookkeeper, and we bid farewell to Glenna Senters, who was 
our longest-serving staff member.  We rejoiced to resume in-person meetings with our 
first call pastors for First Call Theological Education this spring.   
 
The theme of this year’s Assembly, “Singing the Lord’s Song in a Strange Land,” is taken 
from the lament of Psalm 137:  The captives in Babylon, envisioning scenes of loss and 
destruction and having been asked for upbeat musical numbers from their captors, 
respond, “How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?”  The Psalm leaves us 
with the impression that instruments were silent, and no music was forthcoming.   Instead, 
it ends with a fantasy of revenge that is shocking enough not to be read in our 
congregational gatherings. 
 
Still, the psalms of lament give a place and space for us to join the psalmists when we 
feel deep anxiety and pain and grief and despair, when we can’t rise to being polite or 
tactful.  The cry to God is, “This is not how things should be!”  Even in returning to in-
person worship and congregational activities, our landscape has changed.  Pastors and 
lay leaders and congregation members who compare where we are now with images of 
what used to be may find a cry of lament welling up.  It is important to acknowledge deep 
pain and loss and equally important not to become stuck there.  In almost every psalm of 



lament, there is movement—movement from anguish and despair toward remembrance, 
thanksgiving and joy.  
 
For our congregations in pastoral transitions, a sense of disorientation and loss is 
expected.  Add to that the effects of the Covid pandemic, and the experience of grief can 
be overwhelming.  We ask for your prayers and practical care for the interim pastors and 
Synod-authorized ministers working with our congregations in transition. 
 

 


