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Dear Valued Partners in Ministry: 

 

Let us take heart that hope is more clearly on the horizon than a year ago. As people of faith, we can 

be grateful, even in the midst of challenging circumstances, that we can turn to each other. On behalf 

of Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI), I am grateful to the members of the Central/Southern 

Illinois Synod and your commitment to our ministry. With your support, we continued to provide 

services to our neighbors in need.  

LSSI’s staff provided vital services to 38,000 children, adults, and seniors throughout our state last 

year—one out of every 333 people in Illinois! The needs of the people we serve continued even in 

the second year of the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite these challenges, we were able to expand our 

services and remain responsive to the people we are privileged to serve.  

 

This year, LSSI will celebrate the 155th anniversary of our founding. Just as people worked together 

to help children orphaned by a cholera epidemic in western Illinois in 1867, we continue this vital 

ministry that responds to the needs of our communities. Crucial to this response is the ongoing 

support from congregations and individual members of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod.  

 

Foster care and child welfare programs, mental health services, alcohol and substance use treatment, 

affordable senior housing, residential programs for people with developmental disabilities, and 

programs that help individuals impacted by incarceration—all of these ongoing efforts build and 

enhance lives in the Central/Southern Illinois Synod and throughout our state.  

 

We’re pleased to share program highlights from last year: 

 

• LSSI’s Therapeutic Foster Care Program successfully concluded its five-year pilot phase at sites 

in Aurora, Chicago, and Rockford. The initial outcomes from the pilot indicate significant 

benefits, with 73% of kids successfully achieving their treatment goals. This surpasses the 

average completion rate of 66% in the research trials of all children enrolled in the Treatment 

Foster Care of Oregon model across the U.S. and internationally. The program added a second 

team to the Chicago program during the pilot phase and has now expanded to Central Illinois as 

of January 1, 2022. This new program site is based out of LSSI’s West Peoria office and will 

serve families within a one-hour radius. We expect to welcome the first children into this 

program in June of 2022. 

  

• LSSI continues the distinction as the largest statewide provider of foster care in Illinois, serving 
2,857 children in foster care in Fiscal Year 2021. 

 



 

 

• LSSI added programs at its Sterling location so that it now offers a full spectrum of behavioral 

healthcare services there. Clients aged 11 and older can access outpatient mental health and 

drug/alcohol treatment services, all in one convenient location. These include outpatient drug and 

alcohol treatment services and outpatient mental health services.  

 

• Project IMPACT (Immediate Multidisciplinary Pre-Screening Assessment Crisis Team) grew to 

include another hospital emergency department site at West Suburban Hospital in Oak Park. 

Project IMPACT is imbedded in these hospitals’ emergency departments 24/7 using trained 

counselors to assist adults and children who are experiencing a behavioral, psychiatric, or 

addiction crisis. With the addition of West Suburban, LSSI’s reach expands beyond the north and 

northwest side of Chicago into the city’s west side and western suburbs. Project IMPACT served 

12,541 patients last fiscal year. 

  

We express our appreciation to Bishop John Roth for his leadership of the Central/Southern Illinois 

Synod, as well as his service on the LSSI Board of Directors. We extend our thanks to the following 

individuals from the Central/Southern Illinois Synod service area who served on the LSSI Board of 

Directors this past year: Judy K. Dalhaus and Rev. Youngshim Pitcher. 

 

We are grateful to the trustees of LSSI’s Cornerstone Foundation representing the Central/Southern 

Illinois Synod service area this past year: Marcia A. Anderson, Pr. Greg Busboom, Connie 

Frankenfeld, Roland Person, and Mark Tomaw. 

 

LSSI appreciates the generosity of our friends in the Central/Southern Illinois Synod who share in 

our ministry. Our collective work is an expression of the love of Christ, bringing healing, justice, and 

wholeness to people and communities.  

 

Thank you for your support that enables us to continue our mission together. 

 

 

In faith, 

 
Mark A. Stutrud 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

 


