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 It is good to be together. As I write these words in April, I am eagerly looking forward to 
our June Assembly in Champaign. For the first time since our 2019 Assembly in Springfield, we 
won’t have to communicate with one another through little boxes on a computer screen. We will 
be able to look around us and see people from Olney and Carbondale and O’Fallon and Peoria 
and Pontiac and Jacksonville and Urbana and New Douglas and Mahomet and Quincy and 
Canton and Beardstown and … well, you get the picture. We will be TOGETHER! 
 We will debate resolutions and welcome new pastors. We will join our voices in song as 
we worship our God who was always with us through the hard times of the pandemic and is with 
us still. Ministry and Mission continue in Central/Southern Illinois.  Pastors continue to accept calls 
to our congregations; even as other congregations wait for their next pastor. The numbers change 
often, but on the date that I write these words, ten congregations are looking for a pastor, and 
nine congregations are working on their Ministry Site Profile in preparation for receiving a 
nomination. 
        Three seminarians from our synod are graduating this year. Seven others are at various 
stages in their preparation, some applying to seminaries, others doing coursework while still 
others are looking toward their year of internship. Earlier this year, candidacy was highlighted in 
a synod-wide emphasis on “Lifting Up Ministry” Sunday. On that day we were reminded that every 
one of us has opportunities to encourage the people among us who have gifts for ministry. Seeds 
are planted in those conversations which can grow and guide them as they follow God’s call to 
enter seminary and become pastors or deacons.               
           One year ago, I ended my report to the 2021 Synod Assembly with these words, “I pray 
that next year, when I write my report to the 2022 Synod Assembly, we all will have made it 
through the pandemic safely and in good health; and that we will be able to gather together in 
Champaign to worship the God who holds us close, in all of our highs and lows, from now until 
forever.” 
 I know that many of you have also been praying similar prayers and are as excited as I 
am to gather in-person at our Synod Assembly in the I-Center. I look forward to seeing you there, 
and I pray that God will bless the work we will do there and, in our congregations, so that good 
and fruitful ministry continues in our synod. With the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit, it will.            
 
 
 


