
GLOBAL MISSION COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 2022 SYNOD ASSEMBLY    

Committee Members 

Ms. Paul Hasty (Our Lord’s Maryville, Synod Council Liaison) 
Ms. Ellen Davis (St. Luke Campbell Hill) 
Ms. Colleen Rap (Community Cornell)  
Ms. Jean Scherer (Grace Springfield) 
Pr. Jeff Corson (Faith & Grace Parish) 
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       The committee met on September 9, 2021, after a summer hiatus. We were grateful to have a 
Zoom Meeting with Ms. Toromaree Mananato, who joined us from Madagascar. It was a profound 
bitter-sweet meeting. A tearful and passionate Ms. Mananato almost did not stop to thank us, from 
the   Central Southern Illinois Synod, and the ELCA, for our work assisting the people of 
Madagascar. Toromaree confirmed international news that denounced climate change as the cause 
of the current drought and subsequent famine on the island.  
       Furthermore, we learned that inadequate practices by the local Malagasy Government had 
heightened the effects of climate in the area. The committee was moved by Toromare description 
of what it took to meet with us online, which she very much wished to do. She also had to purchase 
internet time to connect. We immediately realized another way to meaningfully support 
Toromaree's arduous on-the-ground ministry for the sake of the gospel. On top of what our Synod's 
chapter of WELCA already does, the committee set its sights on improving Ms. Mananato's 
internet connection in ways that benefit our companion synods as a whole. 
       On November 4, we reviewed the equipment list and the cost of internet connectivity provided 
by Ms. Mananato. On December 2, we received the additional request from Ms. Mananato for a 
printer as she did not have access to one at her location. We roughly calculated the total cost of 
$1,100.00 for equipment and one year of connectivity. Ms. Jean Scherer informed us that the CSIS 
WELCA chapter would provide $500.00 assistance. Upon consulting with Bishop Roth, we 
became aware that the committee would be able to use up to $1000.00 of our unused Synod budget 
allocation for committee expenses. The committee then approved up to $750.00 to assist Ms. 
Mananato with the necessary IT capabilities and that the resources would benefit our Malagasy 
companion synods as a whole. 
       On February 3, Bishop Roth met with the committee. He provided new committee members 
with the scope of our companionship with the Ambovombe-Androy and Ft. Dauphin Synod of the 
Malagasy Lutheran Church.  
       On March 17, Bishop Roth and I participated in the ELCA Madagascar Network Meeting. A 
consultation for the Bishops of the Malagasy Church will be tentatively planned for 2024, when 
the Bishops will come to the States. Then on March 23, in another network meeting, Synods in 
partnership with the Malagasy church were debriefed on the devastation caused by a series of 
cyclones in Madagascar this last February. Damages included churches of our companion Synods. 
Consequently, our Synod is starting a fundraising appeal to help with the relief and rebuilding 
processes. The committee hopes that the Central Southern Illinois Synod people will once more 
show our generosity towards our siblings in Christ in the Malagasy Church. 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

     Rev. Mauricio Vieira, Ph.D. 


