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About This Year’s Assembly 

The Central/Southern Illinois Synod held its first 
virtual Synod Assembly in its history on June 5 and 
6.  While the assembly did not hold typical events 
such as having forums, a Bible study leader, 
gathered festive worship, or social gatherings for 
voting members, the assembly was able to meet, 
taking up some business that would have been 
conducted at a 2020 Synod Assembly had it been 
held.  

The 2021 Synod Assembly was conducted over one 
Saturday morning session and one Sunday 
afternoon session, with 213 voting members in 
attendance. Visitors to the assembly joined a 
livestream linked on the synod website. In 
preparation for this all-new format utilizing Zoom 
and an electronic voting system, orientation sessions 
were held on May 27 and 29. 

 

Assembly Theme: “Entrusted” 
In his Synod Assembly sermon, Bishop John 
reminded us of God’s promise and our calling: 

“What an amazing gift this is, that God willingly 
puts so much trust in us. God, who knows us better 
than we know ourselves, who sees through all the 
masks we wear – and I’m not talking COVID masks 
– still, trusts us to speak, to live, to embody the 
boundless, reconciling grace of God in our Lord 
Jesus Christ – because this reconciling grace makes 
us who we are. No pandemic can change that. No 
politics can take it away. No pressure can crush it. 

“This is God’s promise to you – and it is God’s 
promise to us as the Central/Southern Illinois Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America –
you are entrusted.” 

You can find the sermon here.  

 
 

Resolutions and Reports 
In 2020, the Synod 
Council moved three 
resolutions to the 
Assembly. These were 
affirmed at the 
council’s March 2021 
meeting and brought to 
the floor of the 
assembly. The 
assembly adopted these 
three resolutions:  

 to enter into a year-
long process of 

spiritual discernment, listening together for the 
forward movement of the Holy Spirit in our 
congregations and synod; 

 to establish sister congregation relationships to 
foster and strengthen relationships across 
congregations; 

 to call for the creation of a full-time 
communications director position for the synod. 

You can find the full text of the resolutions on our 
website. 

The Assembly received 
written and live reports 
from Bishop Roth, 
Synod Council Vice 
President Carey Mayer, 
Synod Council 
Treasurer Ken 
Finkle.  Our ELCA 
representative was 
Deacon John Weit, 
who shared about the 
wider ministry of the 
ELCA, the partnership 
between our synod and churchwide ministry, and 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s video message. 

Video reports were received from the Adult Faith 
Formation Committee, the Candidacy Committee, 
the Mission Support and Stewardship Education 
Committee, and the New and Renewing 
Congregations Committee. Video reports were also 



received from ISU and St. Andrews campus 
ministries, Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center, 
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois, and the C/SIS 
Women of the ELCA.  

 

Budget 
The Assembly took up the adoption of budgets for 
both 2021 and 2022. The Mission Support and 
Stewardship Education Committee also provided a 
way to understand how the synod’s budget propels 
ministry in and with congregations and throughout 
the world through a narrative budget video. The 
video may be used in congregations as a tool to 
understand what the synod’s ministry is and how 
mission support makes a difference. The video is 
available on the synod website. 

 

Elections 
The assembly elected people to serve on Synod 
Council, the Consultation Committee and the 
Discipline Committee.  Voting members from the 
C/SIS to the 2022 Churchwide Assembly (August 
2022) were also elected. 

 

Worship and Assembly Offering 
The Northern Conference planned and offered on-
line devotions each day as well as Sunday morning 
worship with Bishop Roth preaching. 
Congregations were invited to share this worship in 
their gathered worship, through their social media, 
or view Sunday morning at 9:00 on our synod 
website. Worship offerings received support our 
companion synods of the Malagasy Lutheran 
Church. Offerings will continue to be received by 
check mailed to the synod office or online.  

 

Behind the Scenes 
The in-person gathering for the assembly was small: 
synod staff, Synod Vice President Carey Mayer, 
Synod Council Secretary Pam Mitcham, Synod 
Council Treasurer Ken Finkle, and parliamentarian 
Dan Simmons.  The synod is grateful to  St. John 
Lutheran Church in Springfield for hosting the 
broadcast in their Parish Life Center. 
 


