
CHURCH HISTORY

Adult Faith Formation Committee and
Synodically Authorized Ministry Program

of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod of the ELCA

INSTRUCTOR: PASTOR CHRIS REPP
This Fall 2020 Survey looks at history of the Christian family with its

important personalities and defining stories. Learn about the past two
millennia to see where the church has come from, how it developed, and

what major events shaped it. The past leads God's people into the future as
we learn how many of our current challenges were faced by our ancestors.

Online via Zoom

and Google

Classrooms

Saturdays Reading Material

Join from home or

with a church group

9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Sept 19

Oct 3, 17 & 31

Nov 7 & 21

Justo L. González

Church History: An
Essential Guide (1996) 
and Story of Christianity:

Volume 1 & 2 (2010)

Registration Information:
Cost:  $75 - Adult Learner  or  $150 - SAM Student

Approved for students in the Synodically Authorized Ministry program

See next page for more details and the detachable Registration Form

For additional information or questions please email 

Pastor S. Blake Duncan prblake1@yahoo.com

Registration Deadline:  Wednesday, September 2



Justo L. González, Church History: An Essential Guide. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996.
Justo L. González, Story of Christianity: Volume 1, The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation. Revised
and Updated. New York: HarperOne, 2010.
Justo L. González, The Story of Christianity: Volume 2, The Reformation to the Present Day. Revised and
Updated. (New York: HarperOne, 2010.

Instructor Biography:
Pastor Chris Repp received his undergraduate degree in Russian Language and Literature from Purdue University, an
M.Div. from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, and a Ph.D. in Russian History from the University of Illinois
at Chicago. From 1999 to 2003 he served as an ELCA missionary in St. Petersburg, Russia, where he taught Church
History and Systematic and Confessional Theology at a Russian Lutheran seminary. He then served as pastor of
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Carbondale for 12 years before accepting his current call to Grace Lutheran Church,
Champaign in 2015. A former member and chair of the ELCA’s Global Mission Program Committee, he now chairs
the synod’s Candidacy Committee and serves on the board of the Crossings Community (crossings.org). He is
married to Helen, a native of the UK, who currently works in academic publishing. They have 3 adult children, Andrew,
James, and Marian, and a six-year-old Standard Schnauzer named Zoya.

Full Description:
The study of church history has been compared to a family reunion. It is an opportunity to learn more about the
Christian family that you find yourself a part of, to meet its important personalities, and to become familiar with its
defining stories. The goal is to give you an appreciation for where the church has come from, how it has developed
over the centuries, and the major events that have shaped its thought and practice. Understanding the church’s path
over the past two millennia is indispensable for anyone who wishes to help to lead God’s people faithfully into the
future. Many of the challenges we face in the present have been faced by our ancestors in the faith, so there is much
to be learned by paying attention to what they have been through.
This course will be conducted exclusively online through Zoom while utilizing Google Classroom for assignments,
quizzes, and grading. A Google (Gmail) account will be needed. Final papers, for those writing them (required for
those in the SAM program), will be due December 5. This course will require a lot of reading, approximately 2,100
pages in the course of about 11 weeks, so a pace of roughly 100 pages per week. Quizzes will be given to monitor
student assimilation and comprehension of the readings and class sessions.

Required Materials

Please detach and send registration form with check by Sept 2, 2020:
REGISTRAR, C/SIS-ELCA, 524 S. 5th St, Springfield, IL  62701

......................................................................................................................................................................................................
REGISTRATION FOR 2020 FALL SURVEY ON CHURCH HISTORY 

_____ $75 Adult Learner                _____ $150 SAM Student

NAME _________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (_________)______________________________   (Home  or  Mobile)         

Mailing Address _________________________________________________________

                 ________________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________

Home Church and City ___________________________________________________


