
2013 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SYNODS
Wartburg College is dedicated to challenging and nurturing students

for lives of leadership and service as a spirited expression of their faith and learning.

Wartburg, founded in 1852, is a selective liberal arts college of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Students discover 
and claim their callings—connecting their learning with faith and values, their understanding of themselves and their gifts, their 
perspective on life and the future, and the opportunities for participating in church and community in meaningful ways.  

•  The Heritage Edition of The Saint John’s Bible debuted at Wartburg, allowing the college to welcome more than 1,000 guests 
to the gallery exhibit. Two volumes will remain on campus for the 2014 calendar year so community members, congregations, 
and students can continue to interact with its message, beauty, and creative spirit.

•  Torrence Warren was hired as the new Pathways associate for vocation and mentoring.

•  Wartburg’s wrestling team and the women’s outdoor track and field team won national championships. IIAC Coaches of the 
Year include Monica Severson, women’s golf; Rick Willis, football; Jennifer Walker and Doug Frazell, volleyball; Kirk Artist ’06, 
men’s soccer; and Steve Johnson, women’s cross country. Artist also earned NSCAA Central Region Coach of the Year. Johnson 
also earned USTFCCCA Central Region Coach of the Year.

•  Student Life was awarded a federal grant to implement a campus suicide prevention program and a new student organization, 
SAFE (Suicide Awareness for Everyone), coordinated by Kelly Moeller ‘10. 

•  The annual Graven Award was presented to Iowa District Court Judge James Ellefson, a 1974 Wartburg College graduate and 
longtime attorney active in both the community and church.

•  The Wind Ensemble, under the direction of Dr. Craig Hancock, performed in China and Japan during its May Term 
international music tour.

•  Aman Gebremariam ’13, a native of Ethiopia, and Sibusiso Kunene ’14, from Swaziland, were among the 2013 winners of a 
$10,000 Davis Projects for Peace grant to provide clean water for an Ethiopian village. 

•  Nearly 400 students exhibited 500 academic and co-curricular projects during Wartburg’s second annual Research, Internship, 
and Creative Endeavor Day.

•  The college was, for the third time, named “with distinction” to the President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor 
Roll. In 2013, there were 27 student-led service trips with 278 participants.

•  Wartburg enhanced its Wartburg West program in Denver, Colo., through a groundbreaking new partnership with Saint John’s 
Episcopal Cathedral. 

•  Raymond ’65 and Judith ’65 McCaskey, provided the college with its largest-ever gift commitment, an $11.5 million contribution 
that will provide significant scholarship support to Chicago-area Wartburg students who demonstrate financial need.

•  Wartburg received a $2 million gift from Mike and Marge McCoy to establish the Mike and Marge McCoy Family Distinguished Chair 
in Lutheran Heritage and Mission, now held by the Rev. Dr. Kathryn Kleinhans. The chair is intended to support the four pillars 
of the college’s mission—leadership, service, faith, and learning, and strengthen its commitment to the exploration of vocation.

•  Gary and Donna Hoover gave a $1 million gift to create an endowed distinguished professorship in engineering science, which 
will support one of the college’s fastest-growing academic programs. Dr. Daniel Black holds the distinguished professorship.

•  Dr. Philip Geier, executive director of the Davis United World College Scholars program, received an honorary doctorate of 
Humane Letters. 

•  Dr. Susan Vallem ‘66, Wartburg College professor of social work, received the Iowa National Association of Social Workers’ 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

•  Dr. Karen Black, professor of music, college organist, and director of Kantorei Chapel Choir, was named Paul Bouman Chapel 
Choir Conductor for the 32nd annual Lutheran Summer Music Academy and Festival.

•  Dr. Jennifer McBride, Board of Regents Chair in Ethics, was interviewed in the Nov. 27 issue of The Christian Century in an 
article entitled, The Witness of Sinners.

Faculty, staff, students, and administrators find a sense of purpose and hope as they work together to proclaim the news of God’s 
goodness at work in the world.

Darrel D. Colson      Gail Sexton
President       Coordinator of Church Relations and Faith Community Outreach


