
ASSEMBLY FORUMS 
 

U
p

d
a

te
d

 !
!

U
p

d
a

te
d

 !
!

U
p

d
a

te
d

 !
!

U
p

d
a

te
d

 !
!    

The following forums will be presented on Friday, June 5, 2015. 
 

Considering a Call to Ministry?,  Plaza A, 10:00am 
Pastor Jared Parker and Candidacy Committee Members 

Have you ever felt a call to ministry in the Church? Has anyone ever said to you, “You should be a pastor!”? If 
you’re curious at all about some of the beginning steps towards responding to such a call, a panel consisting 
of our synod’s Candidacy Committee will share how the candidacy process works and answer questions. 
Whether you’re ready to take such a plunge or just want to dip your toe into the water, this forum is for you! 

 

Faith of Our Daughters and Granddaughters:  
Seeing and Serving 21st Century Women,  Plaza A, 1:00pm 

Pastor Mary Kay Henson and Pastor Amy Ziettlow 

How does the world see our daughters and granddaughters? How does the church see them? This forum will 
address our collective fears and hopes for the daughters and granddaughters we love and serve and will 
close with concrete ideas for how to create a congregational culture of grace and justice for women serving at 
the altar and in the pew. 

 

Accompanying Our Madagascar Companion Synods,  Plaza B, 10:00am and 1:00pm 
Global Mission Committee and Madagascar Mission Trip Participants 

Seven people from the Central/Southern Illinois Synod traveled with Bishop Roth to visit our companion syn-
ods in Ft. Dauphin and the Amvobombe–Androy Synods. In this forum you will learn about why we went; what 
we learned about the Malagasy Lutheran Church; and what we learned from the Malagasy Lutheran Church. 
Finally, in what direction our Companion Synod relationship will develop in the future. 

 

Being Children of God Together,  Plaza C,  10:00am and 1:00pm 
Jason Fisher and Jill Goldhammer 

This forum will focus on the power of storytelling and play to pass on the faith to younger generations in ways 
that engage all of who we are. We will look at story telling practices from various traditions, and then look at 
the way stories are being told in our current digital culture. Practice Discipleship resources will also be shared 
along with other youth and family ministry tools. Your experiences and stories are welcome while we play to-
gether as children of God. 
 

First We Give of Ourselves,  Plaza D,  10:00am and 1:00pm 
Pastor Kurt Nordby and Mission Support and Stewardship Education Committee 

“First We Give of Ourselves” is a three-year stewardship response program designed for congregations who 
wish to help members grow in their understanding of stewardship as a spiritual and discipleship practice. 
Pastor Kurt Nordby currently serves as the Assistant to the Bishop for Stewardship and Development in the 
Northern Illinois Synod and has almost twenty years of service in stewardship ministry. 

 

Discovering God’s Mission for You and Your Congregation  
Plenary Session Area Visitors Section Northwest Corner,  10:00am and 1:00pm 

New and Renewing Congregations Committee Members 
This forum will explore ways in which you and your congregation can re-discover God’s mission and become 
more actively engaged in carrying out God’s mission in the world. Presenters will share resources and tools 
that can be used in your congregational context. 

 

Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA 
Plenary Session Area, Southeast Corner,  10:00am and 1:00pm 

Pastor Harold Skillrud and members of the C/SIS Campaign Work Group 

What is the Campaign for the ELCA? This forum will invite, inform, and challenge individuals and congrega-
tions of the ministry opportunities identified in the 5-year ELCA Campaign. Your congregation is invited to join 
with congregations nationwide in supporting these existing and new ministry opportunities. You will discover 
ways your congregation can be involved and effective in reaching out to others with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Come and learn of the many resources available for you to launch the Campaign in your congregation.  


