
Constitutionally Speaking… 
True or False? 

 

Take a few minutes to test your knowledge of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, the Central/Southern Illinois Synod, 
and your local congregation’s constitution. Score 5 points for 
each correct answer. 

 True False 
 1. Amendments to the model constitution for congregations of the ELCA are 
  approved at a triennial ELCA Churchwide Assembly. ____ ____ 
 

 2. The last approval of amendments to the model constitution occurred in 2016. ____ ____ 
 

 3. Amendments to any congregational constitution must be submitted in writing 
  to the synod Constitution Committee for approval. ____ ____ 
 

 4. Amendments go into effect upon notification that the synod has approved them. ____ ____ 
 

 5. The ELCA has “required provisions” that are required when a congregation 
  amends its governing documents. ____ ____ 
 

 6. The church council has the authority to buy, sell, or encumber real property 
  without congregational approval. ____ ____ 
 

 7. The congregation at its meeting shall determine the policies; guide the activities 
  and receive reports concerning the members, work, and finances of all organizations 
  within the congregation. ____ ____ 
 

 8. Special interest groups within the congregation may be organized only after 
  authorization has been given by the church council. ____ ____ 
 

 9. The model constitution states that the congregation “shall challenge, equip, 
  and support all members in carrying out their calling in their daily lives and 
  in the congregation.” ____ ____ 
 

 10. The model constitution states that the church council shall prepare descriptions 
  of the responsibilities of each committee, task force, or other organizational 
  group and shall review their actions. ____ ____ 
 

 11. The church council is the final authority to approve the annual church budget. ____ ____ 
 

 12. Constitutionally, the local pastor has the authority to authorize Synodically 
  Authorized Ministers. ____ ____ 
 

 13. Approved changes to congregational bylaws must be sent by the secretary of 
  the congregation to the synod Constitution Committee. ____ ____ 
 

 14. An interim pastor shall be appointed by the synodical bishop with the consent 
  of the church council or the congregation. ____ ____ 
 

 15. Voting by proxy or by absentee ballot is always permitted at congregational 
  meetings. ____ ____ 
 

 16. The local pastor “shall keep accurate parochial records of all baptisms,  
  confirmations, marriages, burials, communicants, members received, members 
  dismissed, or members excluded from the congregation”. ____ ____ 
 

 17. The local pastor “shall submit a summary of statistics annually to the synod”. ____ ____ 
 

 18. The parochial records of this congregation “shall be maintained by the pastor 
  and shall remain the property of the congregation”. ____ ____ 
 

 19. Constitutionally, the local congregation can determine the number of voting  
  members necessary to determine a quorum at the congregational meeting. ____ ____ 
 

 20. Each pastor “shall submit a report of his/her ministry to the bishop at least 90 
  days prior to each regular meeting of the Synod Assembly”.  ____ ____ 

 

See the next page for answers and a scoring guide. 



 1. True Amendments to the model constitution are approved by the ELCA Churchwide Assembly. 
 2. True The ELCA Churchwide Assembly met in 2016 and approved amendments. 
 3. True Amendments to constitutions must be submitted in writing to the synod Constitution 
   Committee. 
 4. True Constitutional amendments go into effect “upon notification that the synod has approved 
   them”. 
 5. True Sections of the constitution marked by an asterisk (*) are required when a congregation 
   amends its governing documents. 
 6. False C12.05.b. states “The Congregation Council shall not have the authority to buy, sell, or 
   encumber real property unless specifically authorized to do so by a meeting of the 
   congregation.” 
 7. True The congregation has the authority to determine policies, guide activities, and receive 
   reports. 
 8. True C14.02. states that special interest groups “may be organized only after authorization has 
   been given by the Congregation Council”. 
 9. True C4.03.c. states that this congregation shall “challenge, equip, and support all members  
   in carrying out their calling in their daily lives and in the congregation”. 
 10. True C4.04. states “The Congregation Council shall prepare descriptions of the responsibilities  
   of each committee, task force, or other organizational group and review their actions”. 
 11. False The congregation is the “final authority” to approve the annual church budget. 
 12. False The synod bishop is the only one who has the authority to authorize Synodically 
   Authorized Ministers. 
 13. True C17.04 states “Following the adoption of an amendment, the secretary of the 
   congregation shall submit a copy thereof to the synod”. 
 14. True C9.06. states “At a time of pastoral vacancy, an interim pastor shall be appointed by the 
   bishop of the synod with the consent of this congregation or the Congregation Council”. 
 15. False C10.05 states “Voting by proxy or by absentee ballot shall not be permitted”. 
 16. True C9.12a. states “The pastor of this congregation shall keep accurate parochial records of  
   all baptisms, confirmations, marriages, burials, communicants, members received,  
   members dismissed, or members excluded from the congregation”. 
 17. True C9.12b. states “The pastor of this congregation shall submit a summary of such statistics 
   annually to the synod”. 
 18. True C9.14. states “The parochial records of this congregation shall be maintained by the  
   pastor and shall remain the property of the congregation”. 
 19. True C10.04. states “____ voting members shall constitute a quorum”. 
 20. True C9.13. states “The pastor(s) shall submit a report of his or her ministry to the bishop of the 
   synod at least 90 days prior to each regular meeting of the Synod Assembly”. 
 

Scoring Guide – 5 points for each correct answer. 
 100 points ….. Perfection 
 90-95 points ….. Heavenly 
 80-85 points ….. Above Average 
 70-75 points ….. Good 
 60-65 points ….. Saint/Sinner 
 50-55 points ….. I believe and teach 
 40-45 points ….. Here I stand 
 30-35 points …. Where do you stand? 
 20-25 points ….. Are you standing? 
 10-15 points …. What does this mean? 
 0-5 points ….. Saved by grace! 

And the answer is... 


