
 
 
 
Greetings from St. Olaf College!   
                                                                                                      
Since 1874, St. Olaf College has provided a distinctive education grounded in academic rigor, 
residential learning, global engagement, and our vibrant Lutheran faith tradition.  Students work 
closely with dedicated faculty who challenge them to grow in mind, body, and spirit.  In both the 
curriculum and the co-curriculum, they explore theological issues and are challenged to choose 
their vocations in light of this exploration.   All St. Olaf students take two religion courses, one 
focusing on the Bible and the other on Christian theology, as well as a third course introducing 
Christian and other ethical systems.  The Harry C. Piper Center for Vocation and Career assists 
students in discerning their vocations and preparing for their careers during their four years at     
St. Olaf.   
 
Over the past year, the college has welcomed several new colleagues to key positions.   Carl 
Lehmann ’91 began his appointment as Vice President and General Counsel in June 2016, following 
more than 20 years at the law firm Gray Plant Mooty, where he chaired the firm’s Employment and 
Higher Education practice group.  The following month, Katie Warren ’95 was appointed the 
college’s first Chief Marketing Officer, bringing 16 years of experience in marketing services, 
innovation, and strategic planning.  In September 2016, St. Olaf welcomed seven new faculty 
members to tenure-track appointments, and in February 2017, nine faculty members received 
tenure and promotion to Associate Professor. 
 
A semester-long campus conversation about the college mission statement culminated with the 
May 2016 approval by the St. Olaf Board of Regents of the following new expression of the college’s 
core purposes:  St. Olaf College challenges students to excel in the liberal arts, examine faith and 

values, and explore meaningful vocation in an inclusive, globally engaged community nourished by 

Lutheran tradition.  In July, the college hosted nearly 200 pastors, church musicians, artists and lay 
leaders from across the U.S. at the St. Olaf Conference on Worship, Theology, and the Arts, focused 
on the theme of Resurrection, Reformation, and Renewal.  The conference featured numerous St. 
Olaf faculty and staff; Mark Lawson, President of MorningStar Music Publishers; other professionals 
in worship and the arts; and the Rev. Thomas G. Long, Bandy Professor of Preaching Emeritus at 
Candler School of Theology at Emory University.  The next CWTA conference has already been 
scheduled for July 16-20, 2018 (stolaf.edu/cwta/).  This past fall, the college launched the public 
phase of For the Hill and Beyond, a $200 million campaign whose priorities are to advance high-
impact learning experiences, strengthen community, enhance affordability, and sustain the college 
mission.  Finally, in December 2016 the college successfully completed its mid-cycle accreditation 
review by the Higher Learning Commission. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to St. Olaf.  Come to campus to join us at concerts, lectures, 
conferences, or summer camps.  You can also visit the St. Olaf multimedia website 
(stolaf.edu/multimedia/) to join in a wide variety of live and archived streamed events, including 
daily Chapel and Sunday morning worship services during the academic year, the weekly Sing for 
Joy radio program, and vocal and instrumental concerts and recitals.  We encourage you to send 
students to St. Olaf, we thank you for your prayers and support, and we offer you ours as well. 
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