
RESOLUTION 03.2014 
 

Title: Resolution on Cooperative Ministry with Ecumenical Partners 
Mover: Rev. William Dohle, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Peoria 
Seconders: Rev. Wayne Shelksohn, Grace & Peace Lutheran Church, Peoria 
 Rev. James Lillie, First English Lutheran Church, Peoria 
 
WHEREAS, our Lord Jesus Christ prayed for the unity of the people of God (that they may be completely 

one) and that they be filled with the love of God to give testimony to the world, who does not 
know the God through Christ Jesus; and 

 

WHEREAS,  a central document to Lutherans is the Augsburg Confession. Article VII of the Augsburg 
Confession states that “the true unity of the church” is present where the gospel is rightly 
preached and sacraments rightly administered. The ELCA is committed to this model of full 
communion as an authentic expression of Christian unity; and 

 

WHEREAS, in Churchwide Assembly the ELCA has formed full communion partnerships with the Episcopal 
Church (since 1999), the Presbyterian Church USA (since 1997), the Reformed Church in 
America (since 1997), the United Church of Christ (since 1997), the Moravian Church (since 
1999), and the United Methodist Church (since 2009); and 

 

WHEREAS,  for the ELCA, the characteristics of full communion relationships imply that the gospel allows 
variety and flexibility in carrying out the theology and mission that we share. These 
characteristics stress that the church act ecumenically for the sake of the world, not for itself 
alone. They will include at least the following, some of which exist at earlier stages:  

• common confessing of the Christian faith 

• mutual recognition of Baptism and a sharing of the Lord's Supper, allowing for joint 
worship and an exchangeability of members 

• mutual recognition and availability of ordained ministers to the service of all, subject to 
the disciplinary regulations of other denominations 

• common commitment to evangelism, witness and service 

• means of common decision-making on critical common issues of faith and life 

• mutual lifting of any condemnations that exist between denominations; and 
 

WHEREAS, full communion allows full participation in and full acceptance of the ministries of the other 
ecumenical partners; and 

 

WHEREAS, there are many ways outside of sharing clergy that churches in full communion can relate and 
cooperate with each other; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Central/Southern Illinois Synod, ELCA, has not developed a mission and ministry plan with 
our ecumenical partners in our area or actively implemented such a plan;  

 

THEREFORE BE IT  
 

RESOLVED  that, the Bishop of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod as the Synod’s Chief Ecumenical Officer, 
appoint an Ecumenical Committee and Chairperson to oversee development of an expansive 
vision and strategy for how the synod as a whole can develop a deeper cooperative ministry 
with its ecumenical partners to possibly include joint convocations, assemblies, committees, and 
the like, and report on this strategy to the Synod Council in 2015 and the Synod Assembly by 
2016; 
and BE IT FURTHER  
 

RESOLVED  that, the Central/Southern Illinois Synod memorialize its congregations to begin now 
cooperating with and engaging in ministry, beside sister churches, especially those officially 
deemed ecumenical partners in full communion relationships with the ELCA; 
and BE IT FINALLY  
 

RESOVED that, the rostered leaders of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod be memorialized and 
encouraged to find or create opportunities to worship and study with leaders and congregations 
in full communion with the ELCA in our Synod area.  


