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Twelve synods in Illinois, Iowa, Upper Michigan and Wisconsin are partnered together to form 

region 5 of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  A priority for our shared ministry is to 

provide rostered leaders as faithful witnesses to the gospel of Jesus Christ for our congregations 

and communities. Together, we work to facilitate: 

• Formation of Pastors, Diaconal Ministers, Deaconesses and Associates in Ministry  

through synod candidacy committees. 

• Coordination of the assignment process in region 5. 

• Mobility of clergy beyond synod boundaries. 

• Collaboration between synods and the churchwide office. 

• Networking of synod leaders with partners in other synods, ELCA seminaries and 

colleges. 

 

In September 2013, I began serving as the region 5 coordinator and the region 5 office was 

relocated to Black River Falls, Wisconsin. It is daily a blessing and delight to share in 

conversations with those who are contemplating the call to rostered ministry, and to accompany 

those who guide this discernment.  One of the conversations we are having in the region is the 

revision of candidacy process-the process that describes how we raise up and prepare people to 

serve as rostered ministers.  This conversation is happening across the ELCA, with an awareness 

of curriculum changes at ELCA seminaries, and attentiveness to the leadership needs of 

congregations.  Conversation partners in our region have included candidacy committee 

members, synod staff, ELCA seminary representatives, pastors, and lay leaders.  I encourage you 

to contact your synod staff or me for information and input as the conversation continues. 

 

Another partnership in region 5 is the care of records received from disbanded congregations.  

Archives for region 5 are housed on the campus of Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, 

Iowa.  Our regional archivist and volunteer staff answered over 250 requests for genealogical 

records or other historical records that were culled from the region 5 archives in the past year. 

 

Thank you for your synods participation in this shared ministry and for the privilege to serve 

among you.   

In Christ,  

 

   

Rev. Ramie Bakken 
Coordinator for Missional Leadership 

P. O. Box 811, Black River Falls, WI 54615 
715.896.0772  ramie.bakken@elca.org 

 


