
THE PROCESS 

 The Central/Southern Illinois Synod is allocated eleven (11) voting members to the 2019 Churchwide 
Assembly. In correspondence from churchwide the general overview of process includes the following 
statements: 

• At least 60 percent of the voting members shall be laypersons—(50/50 split male/female) 
• About 40 percent shall be ordained ministers 
• Ten percent are to be persons of color or persons whose primary language is other than English 

• Ten percent of the voting members are to be youth and young adults 
 

 The 2018 Central/Southern Illinois Synod will elect the following as voting members of the 2019 ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly, who will serve along with the synodical bishop and vice president: 
 

2 Clergy (female and male) 
5 Lay (female and male) 

1 Person of Color or Primary Language other than English (lay or clergy, female or male) 
1 Youth or Young Adult (female or male) 

Clergy 

female or male 

Two (2) to be elected 

 

_____ 

 

_____ 

 

_____ 

 

_____ 

Youth / Young Adult 
male or female 

One (1) to be elected 

 

_____Mr. Seth Fischer 
 

_____ 

 

 

Lay Female / Male 

Five (5) to be elected 

 

_____Ms. Kim Alberts 
 

_____Ms. Patricia Caley 
 

_____Ms. Ruth Nihiser 
 

_____Ms. Lynne Shepherd 

 

_____ 

 

_____ 

 

NOMINATING BALLOT 
FOR 2019 CHURCHWIDE VOTING MEMBERS 

AUGUST 5-10, 2019 / MILWAUKEE, WI 

Person of Color or  
Primary Language  
other than English 

lay or clergy, female or male 

One (1) to be elected 

 

_____ 

 

 



BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 

RESPONSE QUESTIONS:  (1)  Congregational / Life / Community formative experiences.  (2)  What issues are 
important for the Church to consider at this time? (3)  What is your future vision for the church? 

LAY FEMALE 

 

Alberts, Ms. Kim:  Clinical Director of Associated Counseling; Zion Lutheran Church, Clifton; Northeast Conference. (1) 
Licensed Professional Counselor working in private practice in areas of trauma, addiction, grief, and depression. I 
am not a “Christian Counselor” but am very aware of God’s presence in my office. I could not accomplish what I 
have without his presence. Synod Council Member and Executive Committee member for five years. Served as 
congregational Secretary, Vice-President and Call Committee member. Attended three youth gatherings as adult 
chaperone. This was a life changing experience! Worshipping with 30,000 excited youth, participating in sessions 
and meeting the current and future leaders of our church was overwhelming. I went through DAYLE (Definitely Abled 
Youth Leadership Experience) while my daughter was president for three years meeting youth leaders of the ELCA. 
Some of the best experiences I have ever had. Board member and president of drug court program in Kankakee 
County. Offered treatment and diversion for addicted criminals to avoid prison and regain life. Extremely needed, 
and life changing for those that completed program, approximately 60% completed and did not re-offend. Mom of 
three deaf adults. God helped me raise my family, I could not have made it without him. (2) Our country needs God 
more than ever to end division among his people. We need God’s help to hear each other. (3) God is directing the 
ELCA to change the way we worship him; more member involvement in services and to reframe our church to utilize 
pastors in best ways. 

Caley, Ms. Patricia:  Member St. John’s Lutheran Church, Springfield, West Central Conference. (1) Rostered ELCA 
Deacon, currently serving as interim at Immanuel Lutheran Church, New Douglas; former chair and current member 
of the C/SIS Mission Support and Stewardship Education Committee; former president of C/SIS Women of the 
ELCA and current WELCA Bible Study leader; member of Springfield’s Committee for Children; member of St. 
John’s Senior Outreach Team. (2) Virtually everyone in the United States has heard about Jesus. But not everyone 
knows and understands Jesus and his promises. In a culture based on rugged individualism and self-reliance, the 
people need to hear the Lutheran message that we are saved by grace and that we do not have to struggle to earn a 
place in heaven. I believe God maintains and strengthens our church to share this message of grace, freeing God’s 
people to serve God by serving our neighbor, working to eliminate poverty, and living as examples of God’s love to 
end injustice, bullying and hatred. (3) I see the ELCA as a powerful force for good in the years to come. Through 
thoughtful use of our resources and the confidence that God will provide what we need, we can maintain our 
traditions while seeking new paths to share the Gospel and care for the world. 

Nihiser, Ms. Ruth:  Member First Lutheran Church, Decatur, East Central Conference. (1) Currently involved with Altar 
Guild, Bell Choir and the Women’s Group; previously taught Sunday School, worked with VBS, and served as a 
member of the Church Council; worked in a University Library for 40 years; have had the joy of being a parent to two 
now great adults; attended the C/SIS Synod Assembly several times as both a voting member and a visitor. (2) God 
has planted and preserved the ELCA as a way for him to touch lives. We are truly His hands in our communities and 
the world. (3) I think God is leading the ELCA to be a church for all—regardless of education, gender, identity, 
background, race, age, etc. 

Shepherd, Ms. Lynne:  Member Faith Lutheran Church, O’Fallon, West Central Conference. (1) Community Meals, lead 
cook for one Monday to feed anyone who comes through the church doors; Project Linus, making quilts for children 
in need; Katies Table, our Monday night women’s self-leading Bible Study; Mission Interpreter, to tell our story to the 
synod and beyond; Convoy of Hope, 2015, O’Fallon was part of the Women’s Health Team. (2) The simple answer 
is, the U. S. needs God! God was here long before there was a United States. That was where the ground work was 
laid that we have the ability to use today. The work of our ancestors is in place, so we may help our children/
grandchildren to know God and his many gifts. (3) God is leading the ELCA to meet anyone who is searching for the 
Gospel message. We need to be in prayer, keep our eyes open, so we can see where God is leading us and to 
whom God is leader. 

 

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT 
Fischer, Seth: Student; St. Peter Lutheran Church, Glasford, Northern Conference. (1) For three years a youth voting 

member to the synod assembly; my Eagle Scout project; my Eagle Scout awards; member OA Council (Boy Scouts 
National Honor Society); serve as assisting minister at St. Peter once a month. (2) God has planted the ELCA to be 
witnesses of Christ and to share his love. (3) God is leading the ELCA to grow and thrive in the ministry of Jesus. 


