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Overview 
 

Congregational leaders are invited to use this “Year-Long Missional Bible Study Series’ in 
their congregation over the course of a twelve-month period of time as a way to: 
 

1. Help the congregation engage in the study of the same particular passages of 
scripture; 

2. Provide a format whereby congregational leaders can develop their skills as Bible 
study leaders; 

3. Allow Bible study participants to reflect on each scripture passage from three different 
perspectives: 

♦ How does this passage speak to me personally? 
♦ How does this passage speak to us as God’s people, the Church? and 
♦ How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission in the world? 

4. Explore specific scriptural passages and to discuss them in a non-threatening way 
 

The Process 
 

Each time a congregational group meets during the course of a month, the group will use the 
suggested Bible passage for the month. The commentary for the suggested passage will be 
read and then the scripture passage will be read aloud to the whole group. After the first time 
the passage is read, the leader will ask: How does this passage speak to you? What words or 
phrases caught your attention? After everyone has had a chance to speak, the passage is 
read a second time and the question is asked:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? Then after everyone has had a chance to speak again, the passage is 
read aloud a third time and people are asked: How does this passage speak to us about 
God’s mission to others in the world? After everyone has given their answers, the group 
leader leads the group in prayer. The leader has the option of using the closing prayer that is 
provided or by using a different prayer of that person’s choosing. 
 

Because the composition of each group is different, the responses given to each question 
should be different as individuals share their responses. 
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Commentary 
 

Moses has died and now the Israelites enter into a new phase of their life together. In the midst of 
an unknown and an uncertain future, God gives them hope and encouragement. 

 

Have someone read Joshua 1:1-9 aloud. 
 

“After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, 
saying, ‘My servant Moses is dead. Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this people, into the 
land that I am giving to them, to the Israelites. Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have 
given to you, as I promised to Moses. From the wilderness and the Lebanon as far as the great river, the 
river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great Sea in the west shall be your territory. No one 
shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you: I will 
not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous; for you shall put this people in possession of the 
land that I swore to their ancestors to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act 
in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go. The book of the law shall not depart 
out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance 
with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be 
successful. I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you heard this passage, how does this passage speak to you?  What words 
or phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question: How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another one of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Good and gracious God, source of every good gift, you come to us and invite us to follow where you 
lead. We confess that sometimes we are frightened and afraid. It is not easy for us to be strong and 
courageous, and yet, you give us the assurance that you are with us wherever we go. Strengthen 
our hearts and our hearts, so that we might be strong and courageous. Embolden and empower us 
to follow the path that you have set before us. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Bible Study #1 
Joshua 1:1-9 
 

“Be Strong and Courageous” 
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Commentary 
 

After his resurrection, Jesus accompanied his disciples. In the midst of an unknown and uncertain 
future, the disciples turn to Jesus with questions and he responds with a promise of the Holy Spirit 
and its accompanying power. 

 

Have someone read Acts 1:6-8 aloud. 
 

“So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 
own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’” 

 
 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage, how does this passage speak to you? What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another one of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, as you were called to follow a path as you were led, help us to see and to discern the 
path that you have placed before us. In the midst of our unanswered questions, give us that 
measure of faith that we might follow you faithfully. We pray that you would pour out your Holy Spirit 
upon us, that we might be empowered to do your will. Give us the courage and the strength to be 
your witnesses wherever you send us. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Bible Study #2 
Acts 1:6-8 
 

“You Shall Be My Witnesses” 
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Commentary 
 

These last words of Jesus, as recorded in Matthew’s gospel are known as “The Great Commission”. 
Some people consider them to be the “marching orders” for the Church.  What do you think? 
 

Have someone read Matthew 28:19-20 aloud. 
 

“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they 
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage how does this passage speak to you?  What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another one of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, as you directed your disciples to the mountain in this scripture passage, we ask that you 
would now direct us, as your disciples, to the tasks that you have set before us. As we see you, help 
us to worship you. Give us the courage and the strength to go and make disciples of all nations. 
Guide us as we teach others the things that you have taught us and remind us again and again how 
you are with us always, to the end of the age. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Bible Study #3: 
Matthew 28:19-20 
 

“The Great Commission” 
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Commentary 
 

In Luke’s gospel, following his baptism and temptation in the wilderness, Jesus returns to his home 
synagogue and delivers a sermon based on these words from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Have someone read Luke 14:16-21 aloud. 
 

 “When he (Jesus) came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given 
to him.  He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.’ 
 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing.’” 

 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage, how does this passage speak to you?  What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

O God, we give you thanks and praise that you have poured out your Holy Spirit upon us and you 
have anointed us to carry out your work in the world. Help us to be instruments of your love, so that 
we might bring good news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind. Enable us to let the oppressed go free and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. In Jesus’ 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Bible Study #4 
Luke 14:16-21 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord 
is Upon Me” 
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Commentary 
 

Frequently in the New Testament, the Pharisees and the Sadducees try to trap Jesus by asking him 
a question about the Law.   These words from Matthew’s gospel are known as “The Great 
Commandment”. 
 

Have someone read Matthew 22:34-40 aloud. 
 

“When the Pharisees heard that he (Jesus) had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one 
of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?’ He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage, how does this passage speak to you?  What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

God of love, you so loved the world that you sent your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. We pray that you will continue to show us this love, so 
that we might share that love with others. Help us to love you with all of our heart, and all of our soul, 
and all of our mind, and help us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. May we be instruments 
of your grace in the world. In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
 
 

Bible Study #5 
Matthew 22:34-40 

 

“The Great Commandment” 
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Commentary 
 

In this portion of his letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul begins to explain what it means to live a 
new life in Christ. We no longer think and act as individuals, but as members of the body of Christ, 
we use our gifts as we work together. 
 

Have someone read aloud Romans 12:2-8. 
 

 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.   
 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than 
you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned.  For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:  prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; 
the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness.” 

 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage, how does this passage speak to you?  What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Generous God, we give you thanks for the call to serve in your kingdom and we praise you for the 
gifts you have given us. Keep us ever mindful that you have called us to work together to advance 
your kingdom. Help us to use the blessings you have given us, so that we may be a blessing to 
others. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Bible Study #6 
Romans 12:2-8 

 

“Be Transformed” 
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Commentary 
 

In this section of St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, he writes about the variety of spiritual gifts 
given by God. What “spiritual gifts” has God given you and how are you using the gifts that God has 
given you for the sake of God’s kingdom? 
 

Have someone read aloud I Corinthians 12:4-11; 26. 
 

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  To one 
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the 
one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses. 

If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together 
with it.” 

 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage, how does this passage speak to you?  What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

God of grace, we give you thanks for the gifts that you bestow on us. Help us to use those gifts for 
the sake of the common good. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Bible Study #7 
I Corinthians 12:4-11; 26 
 

“Spiritual Gifts” 
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Commentary 
 

This passage is perhaps one of the most eloquent and succinct descriptions of our identity as 
Christians.  In it, we are told who we are and what we do. 
 

Have someone read aloud I Peter 2:9-10 
 

 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you were 
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.” 

 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage, how does this passage speak to you?  What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Merciful Lord, we give you thanks that you have claimed us as your people, in order that we might 
proclaim the mighty acts that you have done. Help us to understand and claim our identity as your 
people, so that we may share your gift of mercy with others. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Bible Study #8 
I Peter 2:9-10 
 

“Our Identity” 



11 

Commentary 
 

In this passage, the Apostle Paul reminds us of our calling as followers of Jesus. We have received 
gifts from God in order that God’s will may be accomplished. 
 

Have someone read aloud Ephesians 4:1-3; 11-13. 
 

 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every 
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors 
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the 
full stature of Christ. 

 

Confirmation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage, how does this passage speak to you?  What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you have created us and called us to lead lives worthy of the calling which you have 
extended to us. Strengthen us, we pray, so that we might pursue the calling you have given us.  
Help us to equip the saints for the work of ministry, in order that the body of Christ might be built up.  
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Bible Study #9 
Ephesians 4:1-3, 11-13 
 

“A Worthy Life” 
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Commentary 
 

The Apostle Paul reminds us that in Christ we become a new creation. As such, we have been given 
a ministry of reconciliation that we share with others. How does your congregation develop plans to 
equip people to become “ambassadors for Christ”? 
 

Have someone read aloud II Corinthians 5:17-20. 
 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to  himself through Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for 
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 

 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage, how does this passage speak to you?  What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Creator God, through the power of the resurrection you have made all things new. Help us to sense 
this newness in our lives as we share the ministry of reconciliation with others. Strengthen our 
resolve to serve as faithful ambassadors for Christ. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Bible Study #10 
II Corinthians 5:17-20 
 

“Ambassadors for Christ” 
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Commentary 
 

In the midst of a severe ordeal of affliction and poverty, the Corinthian Church responds very 
generously as they receive an offering. They gave according to their means, and even beyond their 
means. 
 

Have someone read aloud II Corinthians 8:1-8. 
 

“We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the 
churches of Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave 
according to their means, and even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing 
in this ministry to the saints—and this, not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord 
and, by the will of God, to us, so that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he 
should also complete this generous undertaking among you.  Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this 
generous undertaking. 

I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love against the earnestness 
of others.” 

 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage, how does this passage speak to you?  What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask this 
question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another of the leader’s choosing. 

 
Closing Prayer 
 

God of abundance, through your creation, you provide abundantly for every living thing. As you give 
us our daily bread, help us to appreciate the many ways in which you bless us. Restore unto us the 
joy of your salvation, so that we, in turn, might share with others the blessings you have given us.  In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Bible Study #11 
II Corinthians 8:1-8 
 

“Generous Stewards” 
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Commentary 
 

In this letter, the Apostle Paul encourages Timothy to remain faithful in his proclamation of God’s 
word in spite of less than ideal circumstances. Regardless of people’s willingness (or unwillingness) 
to listen to God’s message, we are urged to remain faithful to the task of proclaiming God’s word. 
 

Have someone read aloud II Timothy 4:1-5 
 

“In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of 
his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the 
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 
For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander away to myths. As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, 
carry out your ministry fully.” 

 

Conversation 
 

Ask the group:  As you hear this passage, how does this passage speak to you?  What words or 
phrases caught your attention? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, have the passage read aloud a second time. 
 

After the reader is finished, ask this question:  How does this passage speak to us as God’s 
people, as the Church? 

 

After everyone has had a chance to speak, read the passage again a third time and then ask 
this question:  How does this passage speak to us about God’s mission to others in the 
world? 

 

When the discussion has ended, say “I invite you to pray with me.” 
 

The leader may use the Closing Prayer or another of the leader’s choosing. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Faithful Lord, as you have called us to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, keep us steadfast in 
your word, so that we may proclaim the message of salvation with confidence. In the midst of the 
challenges which we face, may us ever mindful of our work as your evangelists. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

Bible Study #12 
II Timothy 4:1-5 
 

“Proclaim God’s Message” 


