
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

In 2011, your church in the outdoor settings experienced another year full of blessings and new 

accomplishments.  Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center serves over 500 congregations in all three Illinois 

Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Nearly 13,000 guests visited the 640-acre site 

near Oregon, Illinois. Guests participated in congregation retreats, summer camp, outdoor education, 

confirmation retreats, family reunions, family camps, concerts, Memorial Day Work Weekend, Autumn 

Fest and more.  Our summer camp theme for Bible study will be “Flawed and Forgiven.”  The Bible text 

is Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength”.  LOMC continues to offer 

additional year round activities for guests of all ages.  You are encouraged to pick up the 2012 Activities 

brochure at the LOMC display table and find an activity that interests you.  

 

For the past three years, Rev. Dr. Karl Otto, Zion, Belvidere, has been chairman of an LOMC “Dream 

Team” consisting of LOMC board members, staff and guests. During its nearly 35 years, LOMC has never 

had a new building to meet expanding and new program needs. The Dream Team has a vision for a new 

building.  The time has come to meet the needs of 13,000 annual guests with modern indoor program 

space available year round.  The indoor recreation center is the first of a four- phase Capital 

Improvement Plan. The second phase is a new dining hall with adjacent 80 unit “family style” housing.  

The third and fourth phases include a welcome center, new office space, a camp store and new health 

center. All four phases of the Capital Improvement Plan are part of a vision for growth with emphasis on 

year-round family-centered ministry. The Board of Directors has requested that LOMC undertake a 

campaign feasibility study in 2012 to determine the level of support that would be expected from 

individual donors, congregations and foundations. We ask that you pray for God’s guidance and that you 

support this exciting plan for growth at the church in the outdoor settings. 

 

The 2011 financials were slightly lower than previous years. However, strong donations from our faithful 

donors, congregations, synods and the Thrivent Choice program resulted in LOMC ending the year in a 

strong financial position. Three sources, summer camp, outdoor education classes and retreats account 

for 61% of the total income. Synod grants, congregations, individual and Thrivent Choice donors account 

for 29% of LOMC income. The final 10% came from land rental fees and donations for designated capital 

projects. Expenses in 2011 were nearly $70,000 less than 2010. We are grateful to be financially stable 

and sustainable for years to come. LOMC practices faithful stewardship of resources including money, 

land and people as we strengthen God’s love among all our guests. 

 

We are very grateful for the faithful and generous support of our partner congregations, synods and 

individual donors. We also thank the many volunteers without whom this ministry could not nurture 

Christian faith connecting the Word of God with the World of God. 

 

Board members in 2011 who served LOMC from the Central/Southern Illinois Synod are Bishop Warren 

Freiheit, Bishop John Roth, Rob Gieraltowski, Rev. Michael Jones, Rev. Dennis O’Brien and Rev. Elise 

Rothfusz. 

 

In His service, 

 

Russ Senti, Executive Director 


