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• ANNUAL REPORT FROM GUSTAVUS CHURCH RELATIONS — DECEMBER 2011 • 
 

Greetings to you from your colleagues in ministry at Gustavus Adolphus College! As we celebrate the 150
th
 

year of Gustavus, it is with deep gratitude that we celebrate our identity as a College of the Lutheran Church. 

Through the years our approach to the college and church relational bond has always been marked by two 

characteristics: a desire to form authentic relationships and the commitment to being engaged as a servant-

leader. For this reason we established the Gustavus Adolphus College Association of Congregations. Thank 

you to the many of you who have made good use of our ministry partnership. It is our joy to offer ourselves in 

service to you and the community you serve. 
  

This year has been marked by numerous historic achievements.  In the fall we were thrilled to welcome the 

largest incoming class of students in the history of Gustavus.  In an effort to increase faith support and 

programming we have expanded our chaplains staffing from a two- to a three-chaplain format and created a 

campus ministries team.  At homecoming, Gustavus officially kicked off celebrations for our 150
th
 year, the 

Sesquicentennial.  The Warren and Donna Beck Academic Hall, a 125,000 square foot, LEED certified new 

academic building was dedicated in October.  Dr. Greg Aune was named the Jon and Anita Thomsen Young 

Distinguished Endowed Chair in Music.  In 2011, the Gustavus Center for Servant Leadership was formally 

launched, offering increased programming for students, staff, alumni and congregation partners. To learn more 

about the new Center please visit: www.gustavus.edu/servantleadership.   
 

We are proud of our heritage as a College of the Lutheran Church. We will continue to provide countless 

resources to members of our Gustavus Adolphus College Association of Congregations. This Association is 

important as the place where official governing boards of the College are elected each April.  Within this 

Association, key relationships are formed that help us maintain and grow this connection. We continue to 

provide and offer an ever-expanding menu of resources to congregations.  To access a full listing of resources 

we offer for congregations please visit www.gustavus.edu/churchrelations. 
 

MARK YOUR 2012 CALENDARS AND JOIN US FOR THESE SPECIAL EVENTS: 

•  Gustavus Association of Congregations 2012 Convention—APRIL 21, 2012    

    The theme for the 2012 gathering will be “Celebrating 150 Years of Faith at Gustavus.”  Bishop Mark 

Hanson, the Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will bring the keynote address.  

The schedule includes an afternoon food packing event with Feed My Starving Children. 

• Student Leadership Day—also APRIL 21, 2012.  We invite your youth ministry leader to take advantage of 

an excellent opportunity to bring 5 to10 key student leaders for an upbeat student leadership development 

event. Tiger McLuen of Youth Leadership will bring the keynote address in an event that will also feature 

live music and small group discussions. 

•  MAYDAY! Peace Conference—MAY 2, 2012 “Multicultural Sweden” 

•  Annual Nobel Conference®—OCTOBER 2-3, 2012  “Our Global Ocean”    

•  Christmas in Christ Chapel—NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 2, 2012  
 

For more information about these events and the resources we offer congregations, please contact Church 

Relations in the Center for Servant Leadership (507-933-7001) or visit us on-line at: 

www.gustavus.edu/churchrelations.  
 

Thank you for your partnership and prayers! 
 

 

 

Rev. Grady St. Dennis 

Director for Church Relations 


