
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
Warm greetings on behalf of President Kent Henning, our faculty, staff, students and alumni!  Here are some highlights of recent 
additions or enhancements to the campus: 

Transforming Lives: Celebrate Vocation Week:  March 24-30, 2014 
Grand View received a grant to develop a week to celebrate our gifts. This week is a time to celebrate who we are and what we 
all do to serve others, promote the common good and/or care for creation. The week will include many celebrations and activities 
as well as the Gifted Vikings auction. This auction is designed to showcase the gifts that we all have, and the variety of ways that 
we use those gifts for the benefit of others. 
 

Grand View to Join Heart of America Athletic Conference 
After applying for membership in December, Grand View has been accepted into the Heart of America Athletic Conference 
(HAAC). Grand View will remain a member of the Midwest Collegiate Conference and Mid-States Football Association through 
the 2014-2015 academic year, joining the HAAC for all sports, including football, for the 2015-2016 academic year.  Go to 
www.HAACsports.com to learn more on the Heart of America Athletic Conference and its member institutions. 

 

Under Construction:  Bowling Alley Takes Shape 
Since hosting Grand View's faculty and staff Christmas Open House in December the former AMF Lanes has become a 
construction site. Demolition is under way and approximately two-thirds of the existing bowling lanes will be removed to make 
room for additional flexible-use space and Grand View's state-of-the-art wrestling practice facility.  
 

Grand View Graduate Programs Expand 
Grand View now is fully approved and set to launch four distinct graduate offerings for fall 2014: Master of Science in Nursing 
(MSN), Master of Science in Sport Management, Master of Education (M.Ed.), and Master of Science in Organizational 
Leadership. Previously, Grand View offered one, leadership-focused degree with three tracks: Organizational Leadership, 
Nursing, and Education.  
 

Financial Empowerment Program Pilot Set to Launch 
Last fall in his State of the University Address, President Henning announced initial plans for a program to improve the way 
students and families plan and pay for their Grand View education.  Planning has continued in recent months and recruitment is 
underway for a pilot group of freshman to test the Financial Empowerment Plan (FEP) beginning fall 2014. The FEP is built 
upon a set of mutual commitments between Grand View and participating students and has the potential to increase affordability, 
reduce student debt, and help students graduate on time.  Former Grand View staff member, Beth Carlson, has returned to Grand 
View in a part-time position as Financial Empowerment Coach. Beth will begin conducting initial planning meetings with FEP 
pilot participants after financial aid packages are awarded in March.  

Grand View Awarded Legacy Grant 
In January, the Prairie Meadows Board of Directors approved a $1,000,000 Legacy Grant to Grand View in support of the 
forthcoming Student Center Project. The award represents the largest possible gift Prairie Meadows awards through the Legacy 
Grant Program.  Since 1995, Prairie Meadows has awarded nearly $1.4 billion to Central Iowa non-profit organizations in 
support of vital community projects and programming. 

The Center for Renewal Continues 
The Center for Renewal, an outreach ministry of the University, continues its mission of renewing the saints and the church so that 
the light of Christ can be more brightly reflected in the world.  In addition to events and services, the Center has also been doing a lot 
of work on how congregations can support and encourage ministry in daily life.  For more information and a schedule of programs, 
go to www.renewingchurch.org. 
 
If you have not visited Grand View University, or have not visited us for some time, we extend a special invitation for you to 
come for a visit sometime soon!    Thank you for your ongoing support and prayers for the Colleges of the ELCA. 
 
God’s Peace and Joy, 

The Grand View University Campus Community 
1200 Grandview Avenue / Des Moines, IA 50316 

1-800-444-6083 / www.grandview.edu 


