
Grand View College 
 

Dear Friends, 

Warm greetings on behalf of our faculty, staff, students, and alumni! Here are some highlights from the past 

year: 

NEXUS – This year Grand View received a generous grant from the Lilly Endowment to launch a Youth 

Theology Institute for the purpose of cultivating youth who will be theological leaders of the church. This 

comes at a crucial time when seminary numbers are declining and pastoral rosters are shrinking along 

with churches. Grand View’s institute, The Nexus Institute, has as its mission to transform high school 

youth into theological leaders and transform the landscape of the church for the next generation. The 

Institute launches in June, 2017, with three weeks having openings for 25 10
th
-12

th
 graders each week. 

They will be immersed in Christian community where they will learn under Grand View’s theology 

faculty, be exposed to possibilities for Christian ministry in the Des Moines area, and put into practice 

their own sense of calling. More information is available at: www.thenexusinstitute.org.  

Bonfire’s Magazine Receives National Recognition - Grand View’s Art & Graphic Design and 

Communication students have been recognized nationally for their work in the production of Bonfire 

Magazine. The team won three awards at the 2016 edition of the College Media Association's Pinnacle 

Awards competition.  

 

New Major in Game Design - Grand View University is pleased to announce the addition of Game 

Design and Interactive Analytics as a new major beginning in the fall of 2017. Grand View will be the 

first and only university in Iowa to offer a campus-based bachelor’s program in game design. 

 

Eboo Patel at Global Vision Week - Global Vision Week is about confronting ideas that challenge our 

beliefs and views so we develop a deeper understanding of ourselves and the world. Grand View was 

honored to host Eboo Patel as the keynote speaker during the week. Patel challenged us to find ways to 

honor our tradition while engaging the faiths of others. 

Athletic Highlight - The Grand View wrestling program won an unprecedented sixth-straight team 

national title with 234.5 points. With the win, the Vikings are the first team in NAIA history to win six 

consecutive national titles. Grand View finished with a total of 12 all-Americans. Head Coach Nick 

Mitchell was selected for the 2016 Distinguished Service Award from the United States Sports Academy.  

Campus Ministry - Campus Ministry continues to grow and serve our students in many ways. Chapel is 

held twice every week. There are multiple Bible study groups, prayer groups, and outreach events. The 

Hougen Scholarship is available for ELCA students; please recommend your students to us! 

Grand View continues to appreciate its partnership with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and 

the Central/Southern Illinois Synod. We value the many Lutherans who hold Grand View close to their 

hearts as we hold you close to ours. 

 

God’s Peace and Joy, 

 
Kent L. Henning, President 
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