
 

 

 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Greetings, once again, from Finlandia University to all delegates and guests of the 2012 

Central/Southern Illinois Synod Assembly.  As you gather in God’s mission, it is my hope that your 

worship and study inspire faithfulness to the Gospel.      

I am grateful for the companionship of our synodical partners throughout Region 5 and 6, and 

beyond, and particularly for the relationship Finlandia enjoys with Bishop Tom Skrenes and the 

congregations of the Northern Great Lakes Synod.  

Over the past months I have been gathering with small groups of colleagues to imagine in new ways 

Finlandia’s best self.   My conviction is that Finlandia’s best self is found in more purposefully 

accompanying students as human beings.  Call it Human Higher Ed.  One of the many ideas we 

discussed is expressed in the following statement by Harry Lewis:  

“… the fundamental job of undergraduate education is to help [students] grow …, to learn who 

they are, to search for a larger purpose for their lives, and to leave college as better human 

beings”  

Finlandia desires to take seriously the notion that learning in college needs to be comprehensive, 

holistic, and consequential, tending to the whole person.  That is, the collegiate experience needs to 

more intentionally capture learning that occurs in and outside the classroom, to more purposefully 

engage the whole student, and to prepare men and women to lead lives of consequence and 

meaning.   

Tom Christiansen argues that human-centered higher education is, as well, authentically Lutheran:  

“We are Lutheran colleges and universities because of our educational vision, a vision about what it 

means to be human in the world.”                               

Over the next eighteen months Finlandia will continue to sharpen her vision for intentionally 

accompanying students in their entirety.  I welcome your thoughts on this idea.  I offer a genuine 

invitation for feedback.  Email me at philip.johnson@finlandia.edu.  What do you think? 

In the 2011-12 academic year, Finlandia continues her leading role in providing private, church-

related higher education to families with the greatest financial need. By a large margin, Finlandia 

leads all ELCA colleges and universities in serving the largest enrollment percentage of economically 

challenged students and families. 

Please visit our website, www.finlandia.edu, and click on University News to explore our bi-weekly 

newsletter.  I believe you will enjoy the read. 

In closing, I ask that our companions in Regions 5 and 6 continue to pray for Finlandia’s students, 

staff, and faculty.  Thank you for your continued, enthusiastic advocacy for Lutheran higher 

education in your congregations and synods.   

Sincerely,      

 
Philip Johnson 
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