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Grace and Peace in Christ! As I have been at St. Andrew’s 
less than two months, following are a few Interim 
Impressions. 
 

The most prominent feature of St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 
and Campus Center is its new larger than life banner across 
the top of its short, flat roof. Flanked by the ELCA and St. 
Andrew’s logos, it reads “God’s Work. Our Hands” and can be 
seen clearly when walking due west from the middle of the 
main quad of the university. This banner has surely put St. 
Andrew’s on the map in a new and bright way. 
 

In my first week in the office, at least five students and other 
congregational members stopped in to greet me. Location 

location location, thought! On the edge of the quad, this location could not be more ideal for access and availability. 
Also in my first week, when temps were still low, other students and university staff not officially affiliated with us 
dropped in to keep warm while waiting for a bus, to use our bathroom, and to pray in our sanctuary. St. Andrew’s is 
not only ideally located for our own people, it is also a place of welcome and shelter for others. 
 

After my first Council meeting, a student offered to partner with me to plan a unique Good Friday service for which 
she had ideas. That week, a student who got involved with the congregation when he came here to study from China 
asked me to meet to talk about his desire to be baptized. Vocation, vocation, vocation, I thought! St. Andrew’s knows 
to what it is called, its ministry is done for the sake of the Gospel, and the community welcomes others into a life in 
Christ. From quad day in the fall, where incoming students first make contact with us on the lawn as we give out food 
and freebies, to blessing seniors on their way in the spring, the year is packed with the ministries critical to university 
students: worship, prayer, music, Bible study, service both near and far, leadership development, exploration of the 
intersection between faith and science, a close and supportive community, laughter, a lot of food, and a lot of fun.  
 

St. Andrew’s is currently in the call process for a permanent, full-time pastor. Board President Roger Digges reports 
the following regarding that process: 
 

“Pastor Elaine Olson transitioned from being the Executive Director of the Lutheran Campus Center/Pastor of Saint 
Andrew's Lutheran Church to enjoying retirement, effective December 31, 2014. LCC/Saint Andrew's was served 
part-time during January and February by the Rev. Barbara Ziah, and is currently being ably served full-time by 
Interim Pastor Amy Thoren. Members of the Board of LCC and Council of Saint Andrew's met with Central/Southern 
Illinois Synod Bishop John Roth on February 28, 2015 to clarify the call process. The center/congregation has 
already submitted its Ministry Site Profile, and the Board elected seven members to the Call Committee, six 
nominated by the Congregation Council. Graduate student Brian Gibbons, a member of the Council, chairs the 
Committee. The Call Committee, Council, and Board will all be involved in the process of approving a candidate 
before she or he is recommended to the congregation for a final vote. Should the congregation accept the 
recommendation, the Synod Council will issue the call, and a new chapter will begin in the Lutheran Campus 
Center/Saint Andrew's life together.” 
 

The ministry at St. Andrew’s is exciting and vibrant! Many thanks to local congregations: Grace, Good Shepherd and 
St. Matthew’s, for their support of this ministry. Thanks also to you, the synod, for your support and prayers. All are 
welcome to drop by the center and say hello or worship with us Sunday mornings at 10:30am. 


