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Grace and Peace in Christ! St. Andrew’s continues to host a vibrant campus 
ministry at the University of Illinois as well as in the greater Champaign-Urbana 
communities. From worship to volunteering overnight at a local homeless shelter, 
from Bible studies to interfaith dialogue with our Muslim neighbors, and so much 
more, St. Andrew’s has been richly blessed. 
 
There is much program to highlight; our events are some of the most inspiring parts 
of our ministry. They are, as our students say, examples of “faith active in love.” 
Far more important for the purposes of this report, however, is getting the word out 
that St. Andrew’s is at a critical and vulnerable moment of transition in its history.  

 
After putting into place last year an Accessibility Fund we hoped would allow us to install a lift or 
elevator for our committed and faithful students who use wheelchairs, we came to discover that 
the condition of our building is so poor that retrofitting our facility with a piece of equipment as 
large and expensive as a lift is likely an unwise use of resources. After much discernment and 
prayer, our Board of Trustees has determined that it is time for St. Andrew’s to clarify its mission, 
become more student-centered (rather than both student and congregationally based), write one 
updated, time and context-appropriate constitution to replace our current two constitutions, and 
consider large scale facility changes that would concretely support our mission. These are no 
small tasks. With hope, we trust that God will raise up leaders capable of contributing to this work. 
Without such leaders, the future of St. Andrew’s is in question, at least at our current ideal 

location. It is my strong conviction that it would be terribly 
unfaithful for the ELCA to let campus ministry go or weaken at UIUC. As one can see in 
our pictures, God has blessed us with faithful students eager to worship, learn, serve, 
and grow in faith. We remain a place whose center is the radical grace of God known in 
Christ, drawing in students with various (and with no!) religious backgrounds. Campus 
ministry is at the forefront of evangelism. One of our students with no religious 
upbringing said to me at the end of the semester this spring, “Pastor Amy, I’m going to 
look for an ELCA church at home this summer!” 
 

Since campus ministry lost vital support from our national church some years ago, campus 
ministry sites across the country have had to shift to become more self-sufficient, like 
congregations. However, when a congregation is comprised primarily of students, fund 
raising, development, capital campaigns, and even simpler building repairs are nearly 
impossible to tackle without outside active leadership. While we do have some engaged 
help, it is not nearly enough to support a sustainable ministry in this place. We prayerfully 
seek leadership that can support our mission and ministry in these ways, and we ask your 
prayer for us as we do so. 
 

Many thanks to our local congregations: Grace, Good Shepherd, St. Matthew’s, Lutheran 
Church of Mahomet, and Christ in Monticello, for their support of this ministry. Thanks always 
goes to this synod for its gracious support and prayers. Of course, we are grateful to God for 
the many opportunities we are given every day to live the gift of faith at this university 
community. Please continue to keep us in prayer as we minister to and with university 
students! 
 


