
CAMPUS MINISTRY REPORTS 
 
 

ST. ANDREW’S/LUTHERAN CAMPUS CENTER, CHAMPAIGN, IL 
Submitted by Pastor/Director Elaine K. Olson 
 

At St. Andrew’s/Lutheran Campus Center, “We gather, grow and give in Jesus’s name.” 
 

Grounded in the middle of the campus of the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, 
we are ministry of a “normal” congregation with students serving on the council as well 
as a campus center to be a touch stone of care, conversation, counseling and 
connection for students, staff, and faculty from the university as well as people in town. 
 
In 2011-12, St. Andrew’s inaugurated “Faith and Science in Dialogue: The Rheticus 
Forum”.  This public lecture and discussion series of five presentations invited 
extraordinary leaders in science to speak about how God and science met within their 
work and reflect on the clarity and challenge that grew in response.  The series sought to 
create dialogue rather than debate, share personal experience rather than philosophical 
polemic, and affirm harmony in places of havoc, inviting learning across the generations.  
This was funded by a generous legacy gift from Trinity Lutheran Church, Mattoon, Illinois 
as it closed.  The series was well attended by members from the community as well as 
people from campus. Planning for next year is in process. 
 
Students at St. Andrew’s are involved in weekly worship with communion, bible study, 
mid-week prayer, community meals, worship planning, feeding two families a month 
through empty tomb, CROP walk, creating a scholarship fund for a college student from 
Santa Emilia, Nicaragua, Thursday night Canteen for the homeless, as well as parties, 
hockey and baseball games, retreats, and just hanging out. 
 
Although challenged by changing funding sources, the ministry remains strong with the 
financial and prayer support of Friends of Lutheran Students, several congregations, 
grants and significant gifts from individuals and estate planning. 
 
We at St. Andrew’s/Lutheran Campus center covet your prayers, seek your support and 
long for the Spirit to blow in, with, under and through this important ministry. 
 
www.lutherancampuscenter.org 
fb:   Saint Andrew’s Lutheran Campus Center 
 
 

ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY, NORMAL, IL 
Submitted by Pastor Matthew Geerdes 
 

The year began with a goodbye to Pastor Marty Eckert who had served the ministry 
faithfully and well, but was ready to move on to different things.  Having been very close 
to the ministry for eight years, I was able to step in and keep things rolling.  Through the 
course of the year it has been decided that I will continue to serve more permanently as 
campus pastor at Illinois State.  
 

For this year, we re-branded the “nickname” for our Lutheran Student Movement 
campus group from “LSM” to “the Movement” complete with a logo featuring a footprint 



and cross to represent following Jesus.  Of course our identity and official name are still 
Lutheran, but the idea is to change the short form from alphabet soup to something more 
meaningful and memorable to the campus community. 
 

The first push of the year is Festival ISU - the fall organizations fair and the promotional 
kickoff for most student groups, where we always have some giveaway to draw 
attention.  This year we talked to about 300 students, as we gave away 200 drawstring 
backpacks printed with our logo and web site.  With the giveaway, we had an opening to 
talk about the journey with Jesus and the free gift of God's grace.  Even though we may 
not see most of those students again, when they use the backpacks they and others are 
reminded of our presence on the campus, and 30 or so added themselves to our e-mail 
list to get reminders of worship and notifications of other events, so we are at least 
planting seeds. 
 

We engaged the broader campus with our faith several other times through the year.  At 
the end of October we once again set up two large wooden doors on the quad and 
invited people to nail to the doors what the church still needs to hear and reform.  We 
also had imposition of ashes on the sidewalk in front of the Campus Religious Center on 
Ash Wednesday, and provided information about problems and solutions for hunger, in 
light of the Isaiah 58 text regarding true worship which is assigned for that day.  On 
Good Friday, we had a large cross on the lawn in front of the CRC, and stations where 
passing students could read reflections on Jesus' words from the cross. 
 

The most central and vital part of our ministry has been our Thursday night worship.  
This year, I involved a different student in planning worship each week.  I met with 
students earlier in the week, often over a meal, and we talked about how things were 
going for them, we studied the texts together, we planned interactive activities to engage 
the texts, and students often took a role in preaching.  In this way, we integrated 
fellowship, pastoral care, in-depth bible study, interpretation, creativity, and 
proclamation.  This has been our greatest success and my greatest joy of the year. 
 

In February I attended ELCA campus ministry orientation in conjunction with ELCA 
mission developer and redeveloper training. I gathered a number of insights there which 
I am working on integrating into my ministry, as I seek to lead in a way that balances 
care for the students we already serve with mission and outreach to the campus. 
 

I would love to have referrals of current or future ISU students, and we have set aside 
enough budget monies from fund-raising to take them out to eat with a current student 
so we can get to know each other. 
 

The details of the stories of what has happened this year and ideas for the future are too 
much to fit here, but I will be happy to talk about campus ministry with anyone.  Visit  
TheMovementISU.com, email TheMovementISU@gmail.com, or call me at 815-408-
1ISU (815-408-1478).  
 
 


