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As the 2013-14 year began students at the center were given yel-
low T-shirts from the ELCA with the words “God’s Work. Our 
Hands.” We wore these shirts on Quad Day as the student leader-
ship gave away more than 400 Frisbees and hotdogs on Quad day 
as a way to show that when Lutherans meet they eat. And they al-
so like to have fun. 

 

We wore the shirts again, just a few weeks later as we gathered with members of the other ELCA con-
gregations in Champaign-Urbana for a work day putting together health care kits for LWR. 
 

Two women wore the shirts, Kathryn Lynch and Emily Chichlowski, as they were called from a group 
of seven students for the positions of peer ministers. They work together with the pastor in leadership 
development, outreach and service. These two peer ministers organize many opportunities for service 
and community building along with the council leadership of the center. To date the center has gath-
ered over 750 pounds of food for the food pantry where two families are given food for a week each 
month. One wall in the gathering space at the center is covered with cut out hands representing sever-
al hundred service hours from individual students and members representing help with service pro-
jects in the city. Students participated in the CROP walk as walkers and fundraisers.  
 

The spring highlight was another trip to La Flor and Santa Emilia, Nicaragua were we met with our 
partners for global awareness and service. Eleven people from the center traveled together for this 
third trip to these small villages and the people who have become our friends. And again we gave 
away the yellow ELCA shirts.  We met with Byron Martinez, the recipient of the $600 scholarship we 
share with the village of La Flor for a student to attend college along with building a latrine and paint-
ing a school. The gift of this trip is the mutual conversation shared with the students and the young 
adults in the villages. 
 

“Traditional Worship. Progressive Thinking” defines the ministry of the center. We worship each Sun-
day following the liturgies of the ELCA with organ music, the blended voices of a small choir and tradi-
tional as well as global music. We study the bible together, eat, pray, play, serve and ask good ques-
tions. The center is a safe place to study, hang out with friends or find someone who will listen with 
compassion and care. It is a place that is open to the hard questions, and there is always chocolate 
available in the candy jar.    
 

The Rheticus Forum continues in its fourth year, because of a generous legacy gift of an ELCA con-
gregation in Mattoon that closed in 2010. “Asking New Questions of Faith, Science, and Culture” was 
the theme this year with a series of four lectures featuring: The Reverend Roger Digges, Brian Saun-
ders, Professor Joanne Manaster, and Professor Lea Schweitz of Lutheran School of Theology at Chi-
cago (LSTC) and the Zygon Institute. 
 

We are looking forward to participation in the Pedal 4A Purpose on June 2-5, 2014 with the leadership 
of Pastors Scott Egbers and Adam Dichsen. This trip will be a great chance to tell the story of campus 
ministry and to raise money for campus ministries throughout the synod and again wear a yellow shirt.  
 

The campus ministry continues to be grateful to the local congregations – Grace, Good Shepherd and 
St. Matthew’s - for their pray-full, financial and collegial support of this ministry. St. Andrew’s is 
blessed by their generous care. We also thank you, the synod, for your support and prayers.  
 

Please know you are always invited to drop by the center and say hello or worship with us on Sunday 
morning at 10:30am. Check us out on face book or the internet and look for the yellow shirts.  
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Our theme this year in campus ministry at Illinois 
State was “Be You, Belong, Be Love.” 
 
“Be You” means simply that you can be who you 

are, with all of your questions and struggles, and having a place to go deep together and just 
play together. Outreach and hospitality efforts included giving away cups of Fair Trade coffee, 
hosting game nights, setting up giant games in football tailgating lots, and hosting meals. We 
strove to connect to new people that we would meet in public on campus as well as to create 
a welcoming community to share with friends and acquaintances. 
 
“Belong” means not just belonging in a group, but much more importantly belonging to God.  
Through bible study, worship, a retreat, faith discussions, and practice of discipleship practic-
es, we centered ourselves in the grace of God. The simple message that we always belong 
with God through Jesus kept us focused as we explored a variety of questions. 
 
“Be Love” of course means living out the love of Jesus in the world. We explored justice and 
service in students' personal lives (for example several of our students are volunteer tutors), 
in our attitudes and beliefs through learning and discussion, through service such as crop 
walk and a trunk or treat for children, through our border immersion service/learning trip to 
San Diego, and through other discernment of how we can be love as individuals and as a 
group. 
 
I was interrupted in my ministry due to my car accident and broken ankle in the fall, but this 
was an opportunity for students to grow in leadership. I appreciate all of the prayers and sup-
port. I look forward to the plans that student leaders and I are already developing for the fall! 
 
Please remember to refer students to campus ministries, so that we can contact them and in-
vite them to walk with us in faith. Lutheran Campus Ministries of Illinois has a new easy refer-
ral page on our web site lcmillinois.com to make your referrals for all campuses where we 
have ministries. 
 
 


