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2014 Synod Assembly Report of the Bishop 
 

 
Reflecting on our theme, “Promises, Prayers, and Pentecost,” and on the prominent role of 

the Holy Spirit in our theme, I came to Acts 13 and 14, “And the disciples were filled with joy and 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

Ah, joy. Joy is there also in Paul’s letter to the Romans: “May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing.” It is there in Paul’s list of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Jesus hopes for 
it, as is recorded in John 15: “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full.” 

The gospel is "I am made whole and loved through Christ, therefore I serve" – exactly the 
opposite of the principle "I serve, therefore I am made whole and loved." Martin Luther's 
fundamental insight was that this latter principle is the deep default mode of the human heart. 
The heart continues to push toward that default mode even after we hear and receive God’s 
grace. Though we recognize and embrace the idea of the gospel, our hearts will always be 
trying to return to that mode of self-salvation, which inevitably sucks joy out of ministry.  

Any of us – and I certainly include myself here – can slip into deriving more joy from the 
success of our ministries than from the fact we are loved by God in Christ. Our hearts still pull 
us to the principle "if I do and accomplish all these things, then I will be whole and happy – and 
others will be happy with me." (In the words of Rocky Balboa, “All I wanna do is go the 
distance.… If I can go that distance, you see, and that bell rings and I'm still standin', I'm gonna 
know for the first time in my life, see, that I weren't just another bum from the neighborhood.”)  
And where success fades, joy evaporates. 

Ironically, the disciples, including Paul and Barnabas, are filled with joy in Acts 14, despite 
that Paul and Barnabas are being hounded out of Antioch of Pisidia right at that time. How can 
this be?   

Answer: The disciples are full of joy for the Savior God promised to Israel. In that is the key 
to joy: the key is the faith the Christ our Savior that the Holy Spirit plants and nourishes in us; 
the key is to trust the gospel of Jesus Christ – and to do so again and again and again. 

I am now taking more note of pastors who are joyful in their calling and their call, and of lay 
persons who are joyful disciples in all the ministering they do. It is so uplifting to hear your 
stories, your love for Christ and for God’s people, the work God is doing through you, and your 
dreams for future outreach in Jesus’ name. 

I will continue to visit as many of you as I can, in your congregations and in your 
communities. I find great joy in worshiping with you, joining in your special gatherings, 
celebrating congregational anniversaries, installing your pastors, dreaming about missional 
ministry, and exploring creative ways to turn challenges into God-given opportunities. 

 
Staff 

It continues to be a joy to serve with the faithful and gifted people on our synod staff.  Let me 
take this moment to thank them:  
Pastor Robert Dealey, Director for Evangelical Mission/Coordinator of Communications and 
Networking 
Ms. Cindy Koonce, Office Manager 
Pastor Wayland Middendorf, Assistant to the Bishop  
Pastor Ron Moorman, Assistant to the Bishop 
Ms. Barbara Purple, office volunteer 
Pastor Jim Reents, Assistant to the Bishop 
Ms. Glenna Senters, Bookkeeper 
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As many of you know, Pastor Ron Moorman is “retiring” from synod staff at the end of this 
month. It would be impossible for me to overstate how grateful I am for Pastor Moorman’s 
dedicated service to the congregations and pastors of our synod. His ministry on staff has been 
invaluable to me, both in terms of the legwork he has done, particularly with congregations in 
call processes, and in the advice and counsel he has given me, beginning in those earliest 
months when everything about synod ministry was new to us. Pastor Moorman, please accept 
the thanks of a grateful synod. 

On July 1, 2014 Pastor Ken Sandlin will join the synod staff; roughly speaking, he will 
assume responsibilities Pastor Moorman has been shouldering. Pastor Sandlin is retiring from 
parish ministry at the end of this month, most recently having served as pastor of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Hillsboro, for 24 years. 

 
Synod Council 

The Synod Council meets four times a year. Among its responsibilities, the Synod Council 
tends to be vision and purpose of the synod, acts on recommendations regarding the rosters of 
the synod (for example, "on leave from call" requests and "retirement status" requests), 
oversees the ministries of our synod committees and synod staff, recommends budgets to the 
Synod Assembly, and advises the bishop. You can peruse the minutes of the Synod Council 
meetings in the Assembly Reports.   

Please join me in thanking the members of our 2013-2014 Synod Council: 
Ms. Jeanne Rapp, Synod Vice President 
Mr. Lyle Hallock, Treasurer 
Pr. Patricia Heath, Secretary 
Ms. Kim Alberts  
Pr. David Eidson 
Ms. Connie Frankenfeld  
Mr. Terry Goff  
Mr. Henry Harms  
Pr. Ed Hudelson  
Mr. Jerry James  
Ms. Meret Kammerling  
Ms. Diane Maertens  
Mr. Michael Mason  
Ms. Tiana Montgomery  
Ms. Helen Pagel  
Mr. Steve Rapp  
Pr. Robert Rasmus  
Pr. John Rothfusz  
Pr. Gary Ryden  
Mr. Mathew Spencer  
Pr. Michael Thomas  
Pr. Glen VanderKloot  

It continues to be a joy to work with these faithful, highly-motivated disciples, who come from 
every Conference in the Synod. In addition to participating in the four meetings the Synod 
Council has each year, Synod Council members each have an additional responsibility with a 
committee or group in the Synod.  

 
Synod Notes 

My report includes the statistical information on the synod that you will find on the synod 
website:  www.csis-elca.org. On the “Synod Assembly” page of the website, click on the link 
“General Information” for current number of congregations and number of rostered leaders in 
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our synod. Also from the “Synod Assembly” page you may click on the link, “Celebrations and 
Transitions” for information on rostered leaders and congregations over the course of the past 
year. 

Let me lift up Immanuel Lutheran Church, Cairo. You will see on the Celebrations and 
Transitions Report that Immanuel Lutheran Church has closed. The closure comes just two 
years before what would've been the 150th anniversary of the congregation. Immanuel Lutheran 
Church is the third congregation with more than 100 years of ministry to close since I came into 
this office; the other two are Trinity Lutheran Church, Meredosia, and Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Alton. At the very end of the last volume of the Chronicles of Narnia, Peter, Lucy, Edmund, 
Eustace, Jill, King Caspian, Prince Rilian, Puddleglum the Marsh-wiggle, Reepicheep the 
mouse, Puzzle the donkey and the countless others with them arrive in the land of Aslan. The 
story says, “All their adventures in Narnia (and Narnia is no more) had been only the cover and 
the title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on 
earth has read: which goes on forever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.”  
While every church closing carries sorrow, it is also an opportunity to reflect with joy upon all of 
the grace bestowed at these congregations over the years, and to anticipate another chapter 
better than the one before as faith planted and nourished in these churches bears fruit in new 
places.   

Another story.  A year ago, the boiler at Peace Lutheran Church, Chester, unceremoniously 
announced its retirement. Peace Lutheran Church one of the five congregations of the Wartburg 
Parish.  The Wartburg Parish has been methodically building its pastoral ministry up to a staff of 
three full-time pastors, trusting the Holy Spirit and stretching itself financially. The cost of 
replacing this boiler posed a severe setback to the parish’s ministry plan, just as the parish was 
beginning the call process for the pastor who would bring them up to full pastoral staff. The 
people of St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Arenzville, learned of the Wartburg Parish situation and 
the parish's dreams for building up the body of Christ, and the Spirit stirred them to respond.  
Between the congregation itself and St. Peter's men's group, St. Peter's Lutheran Church gifted 
Peace Lutheran Church $20,000 toward a new boiler. This made it possible to purchase a new 
boiler and to continue movement toward calling a pastor. Pastor Carla Rush accepted the call to 
the Wartburg Parish this year. She has begun serving alongside Pastor Blake Duncan and 
Pastor Laura Kamprath, and she will be formally installed in the Wartburg Parish on June 22.  
What joy there is in this call and in the generosity that has contributed to it. To God be the glory! 

It is impossible to convey in summary form the generous outpouring of prayer and financial 
support for victims of the tornadoes that wreaked havoc on the territory of our synod this past 
November – prayer and financial support from individuals and congregations within our synod, 
from individuals and congregations of other ELCA synods, and from people of good will out of 
many contexts. Recovery is ongoing, and will be ongoing for some time. For information on how 
to pursue work trips or other hands-on service opportunities, see our synod website (www.csis-
elca.org). Our congregations in the Brookport, Gifford, and Washington area continue to be 
actively involved with recovery projects and assistance to victims. Lutheran Disaster Response 
continues to provide logistical support in all three of these areas. 

As I write this, we have 14 active call processes in which a full-time pastor is sought. Of 
these 14, seven are interviewing nominees, two have completed the preliminary work and are 
awaiting nominations for the first or second time, and five are working on submitting their 
Ministry Site Profile. In addition, four full-time calls have been accepted and installation services 
are upcoming; two less than full-time calls have been accepted and installation services also are 
upcoming.  

Pastoral vacancies and call processes command much of the time and attention of the 
synod staff. The challenge to locate and draw the interest of pastors who might serve well in our 
synod continues to grow. In addition to the normal movement of pastors from one call to another 
call, we anticipate additional tightening of pastoral resources as higher numbers of ELCA 
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pastors move into retirement in the next few years and as the number of seminary graduates 
hovers around roughly 55% to 65% of the requests for first-time calls across the ELCA. In our 
synod, four pastors are retiring this summer. In the next three years, 18 of our pastors currently 
under call will turn 66 years old. Now, not all pastors retire at age 66 – in fact, five of our pastors 
have crossed that threshold and remain active in calls at this time. Nevertheless, it is clear that 
providing for pastoral ministry in our churches will require much attention. The Holy Spirit will 
provide; I trust that. I pray that we can be patient and wait for God's timing. 

Looking forward in a different vein, let me talk about areas of ministry where the potential for 
improving and expanding our ministries by engaging synod-wide networking and resourcing is 
high. I am speaking of Global Missions, Youth Ministry, Campus Ministry, and Camping Ministry.  
At Bishop’s Colloquies – which are annual meetings for conversation with the synod’s rostered 
leaders and Synodically Authorized Ministers – I have been asking the Synod Conferences for 
assistance with inventorying our congregations in these three areas of ministry. The goal of the 
inventories is to learn what our congregations are currently engaged with in these areas so that 
we can construct effective systems for networking and resourcing among our congregations.  

  
Companion Synod Relations – Malagasy Lutheran Church 

We relate to two synods (or dioceses) of the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM), which is the 
Lutheran church body in Madagascar: the Ambovombe Synod and the Ft. Dauphin Synod, both 
of which are located in the southern region of Madagascar. Thanks to voluntary contributions, 
we continue to support the regional seminary in Bezaha, the Manatantely Bible School in Ft. 
Dauphin, and the Mahavelo Bible School in Ambovombe.   

Truly exciting is that a group of us will be traveling to Madagascar this August on behalf of 
the synod. We will meet with Malagasy Lutheran Church officials in the capital city of 
Antananarivo. From there we will visit our companion synods, which are on the southern end of 
Madagascar. Making the trip are Pastor Wayne Shelksohn (who has shouldered the 
responsibility for organizing the trip), Ms. Jeanne Berg, Ms. Linda Ericsson, Ms. Connie 
Frankenfeld, Pastor Ruth Kaden, Pastor Harlan Kaden, Pastor Kathryn Montira, as well as my 
wife, Kris, and me. Our visit is a direct response to a request by FLM Presiding President 
Modeste Rakoto that we visit them for the sake of developing personal contact, which is so 
important to the Malagasy people. An important piece of this relationship is that when we get 
back from the trip, we have the opportunity to communicate with you what we saw and heard in 
those churches, what we learned about mission and ministry in Madagascar, and what 
opportunities we have for ongoing missional partnership with our sisters and brothers in Christ 
in Madagascar. Please invite any of us who have made the trip to your congregations, to your 
youth events, to your women’s groups, to your men's groups, to your Bible study groups to 
share our experiences. Finally, "thank you" to the individuals, churches, and conferences who 
are contributing financially to this mission trip. 

 
Promises, Prayers, and Pentecost 

As we gather in assembly, the promises of God continue to guide us, our prayers continue 
to form us, and the Spirit poured out at Pentecost continues to empower us. Thank you for 
being here to tend to the work of Christ's church. May you be filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit! 

 
Together with you in Christ, 
 
S. John Roth 


