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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

“Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Ephesians 6:23, NRSV).

As you gather in your assembly, you will share your experiences of being Christ’s people in the world 

and your visions for the future of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Each of us has a 

unique story that describes how God is changing lives through the mission and ministry of this church. 

Together through our 10,000 congregations, 65 synods and numerous churchwide ministries, we are richly 

diverse and gifted by the Holy Spirit.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confi dence in God’s grace. Luther described such faith as 

“so sure and certain that believers would stake their life on it a thousand times. … Because of faith with-

out compulsion, a person is glad and ready to receive everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything 

out of love and praise of God.”

This faith comes to us through the good news of Jesus Christ and gives us the freedom and the courage 

to wonder, discover and boldly participate in what God is up to in the world.

The members of First English Lutheran Church in Columbus, Ohio, wondered about their congrega-

tion’s survival. They were ready to close their doors, but they made a decision to continue — to go all 

in. Through grants from ELCA churchwide ministries and support from other partners, this renewing 

congregation embraced their diverse community and began to grow. Pastor Bob Ward says, “We will take 

each other by the hand and see where God leads us. There is a sense of broadening and redefi ning what it 

means to be the church.”

In 2011, a Lutheran from Liberia was one of three women to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. Leymah 

Gbowee led a group of daring women who prayed, protested and brought an end to 15 years of civil war. 

Since then, the Lutheran Church in Liberia has fl ourished. Dr. Willie Roberts, medical director at Curran 

Hospital, says “The ELCA has been here all along. The missionaries that fi rst came here, that started these 

things, came from the ELCA.” Liberia is one of our 90 global church companions and partners supported 

by churchwide ministries and programs.

In Irving, Texas, members of the newly-formed Iglesia Luterana de Santa Maria de Guadalupe — with a 

membership of 300-400 — was forced to fi nd a new place to meet. Members borrowed their own money 

and gave it to the congregation to buy land in cash. Through a loan with the Mission Investment Fund of 

the ELCA, the immigrant congregation is thriving and growing exponentially. 

That’s who we are together. We are part of a larger story that makes up the ELCA. 

This year, your synod will be electing voting members for the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. I join you 

in prayer that the Holy Spirit continue to lift up leaders with passion for proclaiming the gospel of Jesus 

Christ and a vision for the mission to which God calls us in this richly diverse church.  

Thank you for your leadership in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Thank you for your gifts 

and your ministry. God’s blessings to you as you do God’s work of restoring and reconciling communities 

in Jesus’ name throughout the world.

In God’s grace,

Mark S. Hanson

Presiding Bishop


