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Greetings on behalf of the CSIS Lutheran Youth Organization (LYO).  
 
The LYO Board and Planning Committee has been very busy planning for and participating in synod youth 
events in 2016 and 2017.  
  
The Carlinville retreat was held November 11-13, 2016, at the Lake Williamson Retreat Center. The theme for 
the retreat was “Relentless”, based on Hebrews 10. Youth participated in different small group activities.  
Dakota Road once again led music for our weekend. Our keynotes were led by Pastor Roy Christell. Along 
with the other retreat activities, congregations were asked to donate items for Lutheran World Relief school 
kits. With the donations made, we were able to complete almost 100 kits, which will be sent out later this year.  
 
In December, the State of Illinois closed the Rend Lake Resort, the location where our February retreat is 
normally held. Because of this, we held the retreat at the Lake Williamson Retreat Center February 17-19, 
2017. The theme for this retreat was “The Living Tell the Tale”, based on Acts 1. This retreat took aspects 
seen in the Pirates of the Caribbean films and related them to our lives as Christians. Music was led by Prays 
Twice, and the keynotes were shared between Pastor Tom Krieger and Pastor Roy Christell.   
 
After much discussion, we have decided that we are going to put the Rend Lake Retreat on hold until such 
time as the fate of the Rend Lake Resort is determined by the State.  At this time there are no plans to host it 
in 2018.  After discussion we have decided not to try and find a venue and make it fit.  We will keep you 
posted as more information is received from the state. 
 
Last summer saw youth from our synod join with the other synods from Illinois for Leadership Lab, held at 
Augustana College in Rock Island. The theme of Leadership Lab was “Do Love Walk”, based on Micah 6:8. It 
reminded us of our call to do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with God.  
  
The dates for upcoming events are: 
Leadership Lab: July 24-29, 2017 
Carlinville: November 17-19, 2017 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cindy Svanda and Katlyn Reimer 
LYO Advisors 
 



LYO Report continued... 

C/SIS LYO TREASURER’S REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2016 
Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Svanda and Katlyn Reimer 
LYO Advisors 

Bank of Springfield Account   

     Beginning Balance $73.60 

Service Charge $0.00 

Expenses $0.00 

Ending Balance $73.60 

    

Bank of Carbondale Account   

     Beginning Balance  01/01/2016 $13,603.65 

    

2016 Rend Lake Youth Gathering Expenses 26,818.76 

2016 Carlinville Youth Gathering Expenses 36,236.98 

2016 Synod Assembly Page Expenses 148.43 

    

Deposits   

Rend Lake Youth Gathering 30,275.00 

Carlinville Youth Gathering 36,400.00 

    

Ending Balance $17,074.48 



The past year for the C/SIS Women of the ELCA has been one of change as well as excitement for what God 
has in store for us. 
 

Last fall we bade farewell to our president, Judy Murray. The board then voted to 
appoint Pat Caley to serve as president and we continued with Judy’s plans to 
increase membership and lift up the women of the Central/Southern Illinois 
Synod.  
 

We voted in 2016 to hold only one synod-wide event each year but encouraged 
each conference to host activities for the women in their congregations – which 
they have done! Throughout our synod women have been supporting local 
charities, collecting for food banks, mentoring children, quilting, singing, praising 
God and lifting up the gifts of each woman in their conference and congregation. 
It is our hope that more women will consider organizing a WELCA unit in their 
congregation so we can all grow together. 

 

We will be sending four representatives to the Churchwide Triennial Gathering in 
July: Pat Caley, Louann Harms, Ann Joyce, and Wanda K Williams. They will be 
reporting back through our newsletter and other social media sites as well as 
sharing the fun at our Biennial Convention. 
 

Speaking of our 2017 Biennial Convention, we’re excited to announce it will be 
held on October 20-21, at the Lake Williamson Retreat Center in Carlinville. With 
a Reformation 500th theme, our keynote speaker will be Judy Engebretson who 
portrays Katie Luther. We’ll learn what it means to be saved by grace in our Bible 
study and worship based on the second chapter of Ephesians.  

 

But there’s more. Of course we’ll take care of business and elect officers and board members but we’ll also 
enjoy a presentation by Rose Moser of her trip with Bishop Roth to Madagascar, a hay ride and campfire 
(with s’mores), lots of fellowship and relaxation around the indoor pool and walks around the pastoral setting 
of Lake Williamson. 
 

Stop by the WELCA display table for more information and registration forms. You can also check out the 
synod website and be sure to “like” our Facebook page: “C/SIS Women of the ELCA” to keep updated on 
news and events.  
 

The board of the C/SIS Women of the ELCA 
welcome all women in our synod and are eager to 
help with planning and organizing your local unit. 
Please feel free to contact any of us with questions 
or help. You can find contact information and more 
at our display table. 
 

We’re looking forward to getting to know all the 
women in our synod and hope you’ll prayerfully 
consider joining us in October as we celebrate our 
history as Lutherans. 

2017 Report from the 

Central / Southern Illinois Synod 

Women of the ELCA 

Submitted by Ms. Patricia Caley, President 

C/SIS WELCA Board members: (back) Linda Anglin,  
Sara Oehlert, Bonnie Hartke, Clare Smith, Pat Caley, 

(front) Jean Scherer, Cindy Lierly, Julie Johnson,  
Donna Schuler, Lynn Smith, Jomarilyn Hartke 

 


