
Our women continue to conscientiously pursue many kinds of ministry and are looking forward to 
new avenues of grace in the next year. Seventy women participated in a gathering held at East Bay 
Camp and Retreat Center near Bloomington, Illinois. Jane Otte lead a discussion on human traffick-
ing presenting us with some disturbing and yet enlightening facts about abuse of women and chil-
dren in the United States. On a more physical note, Pastor Rachel Bass led us in devotions and a 
session of yoga combined with prayer and meditation. Some women attending were so inspired by 
Pastor Rachel that they signed up to attend another presentation she did in Champaign at a later 
date. Music was led by AIM Kathy Eckert with her lovely voice and her expertise at the piano. 
 
On Saturday, April 25, 2015, we gathered at Grace and Peace Lutheran Church in Peoria, Illinois, 
for a presentation of Mission Madagascar: Possible. Pastor Wayne Shelksohn shared his impres-
sions of the recent August 2014 trip on which he and a group from our synod learned more about 
our sister synod. Pastors Harlen and Ruth Kaden followed with a documentary slide show with com-
mentary on their experiences. Following lunch we heard from the women who went on the trip who 
highlighted their own impressions and brought along samples of items they had purchased in that 
island country.  
 
As many of you know our organization is very committed to our ministry in Madagascar. In the past 
we have sponsored and helped provide education for Toromare Mananato and will continue to do 
whatever we can to support her important work. We are also taking on the “HOUSE PROJECT” tak-
ing up a suggestion by the Bishop that we help to refurbish a house that the Lutheran women of 
Madagascar now own. The plan is to get the building redone so that it can be a traveling house for 
visitors who will pay money to stay there. This money will be used to support women’s ministries 
which promote healing and wholeness. 
 
On Saturday, September 19, 2015 we will hold our Biennial Convention at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Springfield. Our theme is Friends, Faith, and the Future. Our keynote speaker will be Jane 
Otte, our chaplain, Pastor Ruth Kaden and Pastor Bob Dealey will represent the Bishop. We are try-
ing a one day convention this year and hope that this will accommodate a greater number of women. 
A very exciting day is planned and please pray for our gathering, and also pass along information 
when it is sent to your church. 
 
Thank you very much for your past support. We look forward to working with you in the future with 
faith and hope. 

2015 Report from the 

Central / Southern Illinois Synod 

Women of the ELCA 

Submitted by Ms. Mary Plymire, president 



Greetings on behalf of the C/SIS Lutheran Youth Organization (LYO). 
 
I would first like to introduce myself; I am Brodie Wileman, the new Central Southern Illinois Synod 
LYO President. I attend First English Lutheran Church in Peoria and enjoy participating in all the 
youth events throughout our synod and all of Illinois, as well as the youth group and the choir and 
praise band in my own church. I was elected in February at our meeting during the Rend Lake youth 
retreat. I feel very blessed to have this opportunity to serve all of you and the C/SIS LYO, and am 
very excited to get to work!  
 
The LYO Board and Planning Committee has been very busy planning for and participating in synod 
youth events in 2014 and 2015. Junior, Senior and Post High youth and their adult leaders from all 
CSIS congregations are invited to participate in the two synod LYO retreats: at Rend Lake Resort in 
February, and Lake Williamson Retreat Center near Carlinville in November.  
 
The Carlinville gathering was held November 21-23, 2014 at the Lake Williamson Retreat Center; 
theme was “Hungry Hungry Lutherans” based on the story of the feeding of the five thousand, we 
talked about not only our hunger for food on a daily basis but also about our daily hunger for faith. 
Music was led by Dakota Road and keynotes by Pastor Ben Bergren. The LYO Convention ap-
proved a proposed Amendment to raise the upper age requirements of the President and Vice Presi-
dent. Finally, congregations were asked to bring hygiene items as an in-kind service project. The kits 
were sent to the military to aid in the transition of our soldiers coming back into the states after de-
ployment.  
 
Our annual gathering at Rend Lake was held February 20-22, 2015; music was provided by Prays 
Twice, with Pastors Roy Christell, Tom Krieger, and Tom Hillertz as the keynote speakers. The 
theme was “Faithbook” based on Hebrews 11. We focused on accepting God’s friend request into 
our lives. The Amendment approved in November that changes the age of the President and Vice 
President to be consistent with the ages of other elected positions, up to the age of 21 (excluding the 
two high school at large members), was ratified. 
 
The summer saw many youth from our synod in attendance at Leadership Lab, held at Augustana 
College in Rock Island. Leadership Lab is a ministry of the three Illinois synods that helps to teach 
and guide youth and young adults in leadership and faith growth within the church. The theme of 
Leadership Lab was from Matthew 5:13-14, “pour out the salt and turn on the light!” We learned to 
accept our gifts of salt or light in our faith, and how to use and grow those gifts.  
 
The dates for your upcoming events are:   

Leadership Lab: July 27 - August 1, 2015  
Carlinville: November 13-15, 2015  
Rend Lake: February 19-21, 2016 
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Bank of Springfield Account   

     Beginning Balance $73.60 

Service Charge $0.00 

Expenses $0.00 

Ending Balance $73.60 

    

Bank of Carbondale Account   

     Beginning Balance $10,255.35 

    

2014 Rend Lake Youth Gathering Expenses 26,471.19 

2014 Carlinville Youth Gathering Expenses 26,917.93 

2014 Leadership Lab Scholorships                  1,000.00 

2014 Synod Assembly Page Expenses                     388.18 

    

Deposits   

Rend Lake Youth Gathering 25,351.50 

Carlinville Youth Gathering 26,795.00 

CSIS Synod  Youth Budget Amount - 2013  2,050.00 

CSIS Synod Youth Budget Amount – 2014 2,050.00 

    

Ending Balance $11,724.55 

The LYO would like to thank Bishop Roth, and all of the wonderful congregations in our synod who 
continually support youth ministry. It is truly amazing the things we get done due to the kindness and 
generosity of all of you. Thank you! We would also like to give a very special thanks to our LYO     
Advisors, Cindy Svanda and Katlyn Brown, and our pastoral advisor Tom Krieger. Thank you for 
your leadership and many hours of dedication to the C/SIS LYO. 

LYO Report connued... 

C/SIS LYO TREASURER’S REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014 
Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Svanda, CSIS LYO Advisor 


