
2017 PROCEDURES FOR THE ELECTION OF A BISHOP 
 

Preliminary Notes 
Constitutional provisions for the election of a Bishop are included in the constitutions of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (10.31.01) and the Central/Southern Illinois Synod (S9.04, 
+S9.12).  Please note that the constitutions require a background check of nominees for bishop. 
 

At its January 2017 meeting, the Synod Council approved the forming of a Bishop Election 
Committee consisting of six (6) lay people, one from each synod conference; two of these six lay people 
will serve as co-chairs of the committee. The Bishop Election Committee will coordinate its activities with 
the ELCA churchwide organization representative to the Synod Assembly; the ELCA churchwide 
organization representative normally conducts the election. The duties of the Bishop Election Committee 
include the following: 

- Preparing ballots, counting ballots, and reporting election results to the ELCA representative 
- Assisting nominees through the process 
- Receiving withdrawals from those who do not wish to remain in nomination 
- Obtaining consent to continue in the process from those nominated who are not present at the 

assembly 
- Determining that all nominees who continue to the second ballot are currently on the ELCA 

Roster of Ministers of Word and Sacrament  
- Obtaining the biographical information from nominees 
- Obtaining an authorization and release for a background check of all remaining nominees prior 

to the third ballot 
- Drafting the questions to be addressed to nominees prior to the fourth ballot 
 

The Synod Council will vote on approval of the appointments of the six individuals for the Bishop 
Election Committee at its March 2017 meeting. 

 
The Synod Council will vote on approval for the ELCA churchwide organization representative to 

conduct the election at its March 2017 meeting. This year’s ELCA churchwide organization 
representative is the Rev. Dr. Wyvetta Bullock, ELCA staff in the Office of the Presiding Bishop. 

 

A. Ecclesiastical Ballot for election of a Bishop 
 

a. All registered voting members will be provided a bishop’s election voting packet at registration. 
Should a voting member lose any/all of the packet, a replacement one will not be provided. 
Paper ballots will be used for first (1st) and second (2nd) ballots. Electronic voting machines 
issued to registered voting members will be used for third (3rd) and subsequent ballots. Paper 
ballots will be available and substituted if electronic voting machines experience failure. 

b. Any pastor currently on the ELCA Roster of Ministers of Word and Sacrament may be 
nominated on the first (1st) ballot. Three-fourths (75%) of the legal votes cast is necessary for 
election.  Unless a nominee receives 75% of the legal votes cast, the first ballot becomes the 
nominating ballot. Any nominee who does not wish to be considered for bishop may withdraw 
after the posting of the first ballot. Any nominee not present will be given the opportunity to 
continue if he/she so wishes. The Elections Committee will make a good faith effort to contact 
him/her to get a response. Without a response, he/she will be removed. 

c. The second (2nd) ballot contains the names of all persons nominated who have not withdrawn.  
Three-fourths (75%) of the legal votes cast is necessary for election. 

d. Prior to the third (3rd) ballot, which contains the seven (7) nominees with the most votes (and 
any ties) from ballot two, biographical information about the nominees will be gathered and 
distributed to all Assembly voting members. Two-thirds of the legal votes cast is necessary for 
election. 

e. The fourth (4th) ballot contains the three (3) nominees with the most votes (and any ties) from 
ballot three. Sixty percent (60%) of the legal votes cast is necessary for election. 

f. At the fifth (5th) ballot, with the two (2) nominees with the most votes (and any ties) from ballot 
four, the nominee who receives the majority of legal votes cast is elected. 
 
 



 

 
 

B. Additional Procedural Notes 
 

a. Withdrawal from Ballot 
A pastor wishing to withdraw from nomination for bishop must provide a written notice of 
withdrawal by 9:15am on Friday morning to the Bishop Election Committee. Nominees not 
present at the assembly may withdraw via email, or by telephone if at least two members of the 
Bishop Election Committee are present on the call.  

b. Biographical Information – provided by nominees prior to third ballot 
A biographical informational form for the top seven (7) candidates can be picked up from the 
designated synod office are, filled out, and submitted to the Bishop Election Committee by 12 
p.m. (noon) on Friday. 

c. Background Check Authorization / Release – provided by nominees prior to the third ballot 
1. An authorization and release for a background check and screening will be provided to 

all nominees for bishop appearing on Ballot 3. Should a nominee fail to complete and 
sign the authorization and release form, the nominee will no longer be included on the 
upcoming ballots.  ELCA representative Bullock will include in her remarks that the 
election of a bishop is contingent upon the successful completion of a required 
background check in the election process presentation to the Assembly. 

2. Should a bishop-elect not successfully complete a background check, a special 
assembly will be called for the purposes of electing a new bishop. 

3. Criteria to be used for the background check to be determined by the C/SIS Executive 
Committee. 

d. How much time is provided for nominee speeches? 
Five (5) minutes will be allowed for speeches to be given by each nominee appearing on ballot 
three, prior to the third ballot. 

e. Question and Answer  
Following the third ballot, the nominees appearing on ballot four will participate in a question 
and answer session before the Assembly prior to the fourth ballot.   

f. How will voting members have an opportunity to suggest questions to be addressed to 
nominees? 
Voting members will be provided note cards available at registration upon which to write 
questions to be asked of the bishop nominees. These cards are to be turned into the Bishop 
Election Committee, by 12 p.m. noon, Friday June 2, 2017. The Bishop Election Committee is 
responsible for gathering submitted questions, reviewing them and making them ready for 
presentation to the nominees and the Assembly. If the ELCA churchwide organization 
representative conducts the election, she will act as moderator for the question and answer 
session. 

g. How much time for questions? 
Each answer is limited to a maximum of two (2) minutes. Bishop nominees will not know the 
questions to be asked of them ahead of time. Three (3) or four (4) questions (Synod Council to 
decide number of questions) will be asked with the nominees rotating among themselves as to 
who answers each question first.  The Assembly Parliamentarian shall act as timekeeper and 
will be seated in such a way as to be in the line of sight of all nominees. All nominees may be 
present for the asking and answering of the questions; no one will be sequestered. 

h. The role of the Credentials Committee. 
Before the beginning of each session of the Assembly, credentials are given indicating the 
numbers of voting members, visitors, official observers, etc. present at the Assembly. 
 

An abbreviated report, indicating the number of registered voting members, will be presented to 
the Assembly immediately before all bishop election ballots and that no additional voting 
members be allowed to register between the gathering of data for the abbreviated credentials 
report and the taking of that bishop’s election ballot. Once voting is complete, voting members 
registration may resume. 

 


