
The 29th Annual Synod Assembly of the Central/Southern   
Illinois Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
was held June 2-4, 2016 at the Embassy Suites and Confer-
ence Center, East Peoria, IL. The theme was “We are Church 
for the Sake of the World” focused on I Peter 3:13-15 with 
special keynote presentations by the Rev. Doug Cox, Execu-
tive Director of Global Health Ministries, Minneapolis, MN. The 
ELCA Representative was Ms. Dana Dutcher, Manager for 
Relationships, Asia Pacific and Madagascar, West and Cen-
tral Africa. Bishop S. John Roth presided. Bishop Jonathan 
Keaton brought greetings on behalf of the Great Rivers      
Conference, United Methodist Church. 

2016 Synod Assembly Highlights 
29th Annual Synod Assembly 

Central / Southern Illinois Synod 

Forums Presented 
¨ The Jesus Gap:  What Teens in 

the ELCA Actually Believe 
About Jesus 

¨ Cultivating a Missional 
     Imagination in Congregations 
¨ Changing the Stewardship 
     Habits of Our Congregation 
¨ I’m Living Well 
¨ Partnerships in Global Mission 
¨ Bringing Healing, Justice, and 

Wholeness to People and  
Communities 

¨ Peace in the Holy Land and   
Investing With Faith 

¨ Considering a Call to Ministry? 

Key Bible Verse: I Peter 3:13-15 
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do 
what is good? But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not 
fear what they fear, and do not be intimidat-
ed, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 
Always be ready to make your defense to 
anyone who demands from you an account-
ing for the hope that is in you. 

Other Notes 
· Voting members used electronic voting devices for the 

fourth consecutive year. 
· “Pedal for a Purpose” bicyclists completed a 300+ mile 

round-trip from East Peoria, IL to the Embassy Suites 
and Convention Center, East Peoria, IL in an effort to 
raise $30,000 for Seminary Education Debt Reduction.  
To date, $17,647 has been received. 

· The 2017 Synod Assembly will be held June 1-3, 2017 
at the Convention Center, Collinsville, IL. 

“W E ARE CHURCH 
FOR THE SAKE  OF THE WORLD” 

Bishop S. John Roth 

Bishop Jonathan 
Keaton 

Pedal for a Purpose 
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Registration Statistics 
Lay Voting Members 208 
Clergy Voting Members 118 
Associates in Ministry 2 
Diaconal Ministers 0 
Total Voting Members 328 
Visitors 64 
Total Attendance 392 

Budget 
Voting members approved 
the $1,515,509 2017 Budget 
as presented. 
 

Ministry through the 
ELCA (56%) $812,000 
Ministry through the 
C/SIS (44%) $638,000 

Festival Worship 
Approximately 400 people attended the Festival Worship Service, 
which was held at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, Peoria, IL. 
The offering received for the Lutheran Church, Madagascar       
totaled $6,625.57. 

Friday Evening Banquet 
Rostered leader Ordination Anniversaries 
and retirements were observed for 35 
pastors and associates in ministry. Ms. 
Jeanne Rapp, was also recognized for 
her fifteen years of service as the synod 
lay vice president. 

Resolutions Approved 
2016.01 Be it resolved that the 2016 Assembly of the Central/

Southern Illinois Synod affirms, embraces, and sup-
ports the goal of raising funds sufficient to expend 
$100,000 over the next five years to reduce student 
debt carried by rostered leaders in the Central/
Southern Illinois Synod in their first seven years of 
called ministry. 

2016.02 A courtesies resolution thanking those involved in the 
2016 synod assembly was approved.  

Elections 
Synod Lay Vice President 
(4-yr. term) 
 Ms. Carey Mayer 
Synod Council Young Adult Rep 
(3-yr. term) 
 Mathew Spencer 
Consultation Committee  
(6-yr. term) 
 Dr. Amy Carr 
 Pastor Priscilla Geerdes 
 Mr. Jerry Ohlau 
 Pastor Ken Tegtmeier 

Guest Speaker: 
Pastor Doug Cox 
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ELCA Rep: 
Ms. Dana Dutcher 
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