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Mark Allan Powell is Professor of New Testament at Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary and an internationally known    biblical 
scholar. He is editor of the HarperCollins Bible Dictionary and   
author of more than 25 books on the Bible and religion, including 
the widely used textbook, Reading the New    Testament (Baker 
Academic). He has also written in the areas of spiritual    
formation (Loving Jesus), stewardship (Giving To God), and 
homiletics (What Do They Hear?: Bridging the Gap between 
Pulpit and Pew). Powell's DVDs How Lutherans   Understand the 

Bible have received widespread use throughout the ELCA and were excerpted 
for inclusion in the Lutheran Study Bible (Augsburg Fortress).
 
As a hobby, Powell also works as a professional rock critic, specializing in music 
produced by Christian artists, or artists with a spiritual or religious bent. He has 
published over 1900 music reviews and is author of the 1200-page reference 
work, Encyclopedia of Contemporary Christian Music, which was chosen Book of 
the Year by the ARSC, a society of music historians.
 
Dr. Powell is married to Melissa Curtis Powell; they have four children: David 
(30), Michael (28), Brandon (23, and Jillian (22).

CHURCHWIDE REPRESENTATIVE

Jodi L. Slattery serves as the Assistant to the Presiding Bishop 
for Governance in the ELCA. In this role, she prepares agendas for 
the ELCA Church Council and Churchwide Assembly, shares 
leadership responsibilities for staff services and facilitates 
preparation of public documents on behalf of the presiding bishop. 
Previously, Ms. Slattery served as the Director for Grassroots 
Advocacy and Communication in the ELCA Washington Office. 

Prior to her time in Washington, D.C., she served as the Communications 
Director at Southeastern Iowa Synod, Iowa City, Iowa.

As a single mom with three young children, Elisabeth, Katie and Sam, they are 
members of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Park Ridge, Illinois. In her spare time, 
she enjoys playing games and reading with my kids.


