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This packet contains the following materials: 
 

Welcome Letter 
LSSI:  Who They Are and What They Do 
 Thank you from Mark Stutrud 
12 Steps for an Effective Pedal for a Purpose Plan 
Fundraising Suggestions:  Would These Ideas Work in Your Congregation? 
30 Suggested Activities You Can Do 
A “Suggested” PfP Event Model Format 
Helpful Hints for a Cycling Event 
Communicate!  Communicate!  Communicate! 
 A Communications Strategy 
 Sample Press Releases 
Celebrate a Success 
 Ambassadors on Wheels 
 Financial Matters 
 Share Your Story 
Remittance Form 
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Hello Central/Southern Illinois Synod Congregations, 
 

The year 2017 marks two great commemorations...the 500th anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation and the 5th annual Pedal for a Purpose. Over the last four years, 77 cyclists have biked 
over 1,217 miles to visit 44 congregations and raise over $95,000 to support ministries such as 
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI), Lutheran Campus ministry in our synod, our Madagascar 
companion synods, and seminary debt reduction for new pastors in our synod. What will 2017 
bring? Much of that is up to you! 
 

This year we would like to increase participation throughout the synod. A 500-mile Reformation ride 
perhaps? Unfortunately, we suspect such an arduous journey would diminish participation. Instead, 
we are inviting congregations or clusters of congregations to organize their own local events across 
the synod. What would these events look like? That is up to you as well. 
 

We don’t want to tell you what to do, but instead offer suggestions and resources to help you use 
your gifts and creativity to work within your context. As Lutherans, we suspect a meal and worship 
would be a good place to start. We are working together towards a common purpose, so a program 
focusing on this year’s beneficiary would also be important. Beyond that, the sky is the limit! 
 

For this year’s beneficiary, the Synod Council has listened to feedback from across the synod and 
decided that we will turn our sights again to LSSI. The past year has been a difficult one for LSSI as 
they have been forced to make difficult decisions concerning their programming and staff. In 
consultation with LSSI, we have identified two main areas of their ministry to support, the divisions 
of “Prisoner and Family Ministry” and “Children’s Community Services”. 2017 also marks the 150th 
Anniversary of LSSI! Together as a synod, we are confident that we can make a significant impact 
on these ministries by raising awareness and a goal of $50,000! As always, the financial goal is not 
necessarily the greatest reward, but the journey itself. 
 

Included in this packet are resources to help your congregation decide how to participate in this 
venture. Because each congregation and context is different, we have included a wide variety of 
ideas and suggestions. Please feel free to review the enclosed resources and adapt them to your 
context. We also hope that you would be willing to share your ideas and suggestions with others. As 
St. Paul writes in I Corinthians 12:7:  “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good.” The “common good” for the 2017 Pedal for a Purpose ride is to see what we can do 
together as we reach out with the gospel to change lives with our ministry partners of LSSI.  
 

The journey begins with one step. We pray that you will consider taking that step now in 
participating with our synod-wide effort.   
 
Pastor Adam Dichsen  Pastor Scott Egbers 
Faith Lutheran Church, Jacksonville, IL  First Lutheran Church, Beardstown, IL 
pastoradamd@yahoo.com (217) 204-6054 pastor@casscomm.com (217) 323-1770 
 
David Poland, SAM Brenda Anderson, PfP Treasurer 
Christ Lutheran Church, Nauvoo, IL  Grace Lutheran Church, Virginia, IL 
dspoland@frontiernet.net, (217) 357-5354 branderson@casscomm.com (217) 473-2250 

� �

 ���������	
����


���������	
����


���������	
����


���������	
����


  



��

What is LSSI’s Prisoner and Family Ministry? 
Prisoner and Family Ministry programs at Lutheran Social Services of Illinois 
(LSSI) serve men and women who are incarcerated and their families. The goals 
of this programming range from helping those who are incarcerated maintain and 
build a relationship with their children (the Storybook Project and Visits), as well 
as supportive services for successful transition once released from prison. 
Staffed by volunteers, the Storybook Project works to record prisoners reading 
books to their children. The recordings and a hard copy of the book are then sent 
to their children. Prisoner and Family Ministry also helps both incarcerated 
individuals and those released from prison developing life and employment skills 
to support a successful return to their community, including Employment Skills 
School and Green Reentry Opportunities.  

 
 
What is LSSI’s Children’s Community Services  
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) provides supportive services for 
children in need and their families. Foster care services focus on placing children 
who have experienced neglect or abuse in a loving and secure home. LSSI is 
the largest statewide provider of foster care services in Illinois, and recruits 
loving people to become foster parents. Approximately 10 percent of Illinois 
children under the guardianship of the Illinois Department of Children and Family 
Services (DCFS) are served by LSSI. Other services also are offered to children 
and their families in their communities by LSSI ~  For example, Intact Family 
Services works to maintain and strengthen families where children are at risk for 
abuse or neglect. Adoption Preservation services support families formed 
through adoption where children are experiencing emotional, education, medical, 
or behavioral issues. LSSI also provides crisis intervention for families, as well 
as residential treatment services.  

�

 

About Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) 
Serving Illinois since 1867, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) is a nonprofit social service organization 
of the three Illinois synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). LSSI is one of the largest 
statewide social service providers, serving over 64,000 people across Illinois last year. The demographics of 
clients served by LSSI generally reflect those of Illinois’ population, with one important exception—more than 
80 percent of clients report an annual household income under $15,000, compared to just 12 percent of all 
Illinois households. The organization provides critical programs for Illinois residents including foster care, 
early childhood education, mental health services, alcohol and drug treatment, affordable senior housing, 
residential programs for people with developmental disabilities, and programs that help formerly incarcerated 
individuals integrate back into society.  For more information visit LSSI.org for more details. 

LSSI:  WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY DO 
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Dear Friends, 
 
This year, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) celebrates the 150th 
Anniversary of our founding. As we celebrate 150 years of transforming 
lives in Illinois, we are honored that the proceeds from the 5th Pedal for a 
Purpose will benefit our Prisoner and Family Ministry and Children’s 
Community Services programs. Add to this the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation, and I would say we have much for which to rejoice! 
 
Events like Pedal for a Purpose are deeply rooted in LSSI’s founding and 
its history—Individuals and congregations coming together to exercise 
their Christian vocation to help others! 
 
As we at LSSI have witnessed over the last century and a half, much can 
be accomplished when we support one another. Thank you for your 
generosity and enjoy the ride! 
 
In Faith, 
 
Mark A. Stutrud 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois 
 

 

LSSI:  WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY DO 
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 1. Share this memo.  
...and other resource materials with congregational members. 
 

 2. Define the mission.  
What role can your congregation play in working together to help reach the goal? 
 

 3. Recruit the team.  
Appoint/select a group who will have primary responsibility for coordinating the Pedal for a Purpose 
effort within your congregation (e.g. Social Ministry Committee, people with an interest in Prison 
Ministry and/or Children’s services, etc.). Invite people on the basis of their gifts and their passion for 
this ministry. 
 

 4. Develop the strategy.  
What is the best way that your congregation can proceed in order to inspire and encourage people to 
participate in what you are doing? Share your ideas with others on Facebook at “Pedal for a Purpose 
Illinois.” Consider using Thrivent Action Teams to provide you with funding necessary to hold your 
event. Visit www.thrivent.com to enroll. 
 

 5. Assign the tasks. 
Once you have a strategy, define the best steps that will help you accomplish your mission. 
 

 6. Set the time-line.  
It is anticipated that the bulk of congregational gifts will be received at the synod assembly, June 1-3, 
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time-line that works best for you and your congregation. 
 

 7. Enlist the support of others.  
Who are the ministry partners with whom you might work on this project? Are there neighboring 
congregations or congregations within your conference with whom you might work? Are there any 
local community organizations who might assist you?   
 

 8. Carry out your plan.  
Move forward with your plan and keep people informed every step of the way. Continue to tell people 
what is happening and what you are doing to accomplish your goals. Consider building unity by 
ordering “Pedal for a Purpose 2017” shirts. 
 

 9. Evaluate progress . 
Make revisions, if necessary. What kinds of things would increase the chances of your success? 
 

 10. Share the results.  
Keep the congregation informed. Send out press releases to the local media. Someone in the local 
community might hear about what you are doing and decide that they want to find out more about 
your congregation and its ministries. Post pictures and updates on Facebook at “Pedal for a Purpose 
Illinois.” Submit photos and stories by e-mail to PedalforaPurpose@yahoo.com to be shared at the 
Synod Assembly. 
 

 11. Celebrate the accomplishments.  
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 12. Thank everyone for their effort.  
Be sure to thank all  participants for the role they played in the overall success of this ministry.  
People need to know that what they do is appreciated. 

12 STEPS FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

PEDAL  FOR A PURPOSE PLAN  

�
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The need to assist Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) is great, but together we have the opportunity 
to make a tremendous impact of the lives of many people. The following ideas and suggestions are offered 
to help you and your congregation to raise $50,000+ for Lutheran Social Services of Illinois: 
 
This year’s goal can easily be exceeded in any of the following ways: 
 

1. Establish an every baptized member goal for your congregation 
 

There are 40,260 baptized members in the Central/Southern Illinois Synod 
 

¨ If every baptized member of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod gave a gift of $1.25, we would 
�
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¨ If every baptized member of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod gave a gift of $2.50, we would 
�
�
��
����
������ ���
����  

¨ If every baptized member of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod gave a gift of $5.00, we would 
receive more than $200,000. 

¨ If every baptized member of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod gave a gift of $10.00, we would 
receive more than $400,000. 

 

How much would your congregation be willing to commit to this project? A gift of $5.00 is only $1.25 
�
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participate. 

 
2. Explore the possibility of a congregational benefactor 
 

¨ Is there someone (or two) in your congregation who would be willing to match congregational 
gifts up to a specific dollar amount? For example, if the congregation raises $500, the benefactor 
will match that amount. 

¨ Are there two (or more) congregational benefactors who would be willing to match congregational 
gifts up to a specific dollar amount? For example, if the congregation raises $1,000, each 
benefactor will match that amount. 

 
3. Invite Thrivent members to designate their Thrivent Choice Dollars 

 

¨ Thrivent Choice Dollars are a benefit that Thrivent policy holders have and each year they can 
designate how their Thrivent Choice Dollars may be used. To find out more call (800) 847-4836 
or visit www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice  

¨ Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2016 must be designated by March 31, 2017. 
 

4. Use Congregational Endowment Funds to support Pedal for a Purpose 
 

¨ Many congregations have Endowment Funds which can be used to support ministries like 
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois.  Consider using endowment funds to support this year’s 
Pedal for a Purpose. 

¨ You may want to consider using endowment funds as matching funds for the congregation. 

  
FUNDRAISING SUGGESTIONS... 

WOULD THESE IDEAS WORK 

     IN YOUR CONGREGATION? 
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OTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR 

YOU TO CONSIDER 

Ideas for Suggested Activities 
 

1. Organize a serious ride of some significant distance. 
2. Organize a casual family ride throughout town. 
3. Organize a children’s ride in your parking lot. 
4. Host a pre-school “trike-a-thon.” 
5. “Stationary-Bike-A-Thon” – set up a stationary bike in your church, schedule people to take 

shifts riding, and ask for sponsors. 
6. Place a stationary bike in your church and invite people to ride when they are in the 

building. The congregation can pledge so much per mile for the total number of miles 
ridden. 

7. Receive a special offering during Lent. 
8. Get cyclists to add up their miles over a given time to try to total 500 miles (example: 10 

riders at 50 miles each). 
9. Sponsor cyclists in your congregation to ride 500 miles ($1 per mile would raise $500). 
10. Work with another congregation on a ride from one to another. 
11. Hold a “Bicycle Safety Awareness” event. 
12. Offer free bicycle tune-ups and tire fills in your church parking lot. 
13. Give away helmets to children in the community (remember to apply for a Thrivent Action 

Team card). 
14. Hold a spinning event at your local YMCA or fitness center. 
15. Consider making a gift from your endowment fund, farm, or other investment that might 

regularly support outreach. 
16. Have a bake sale. 
17. Have a “bike sale” – perhaps a local bike shop will donate a bike for a raffle or auction. 
18. Calculate steps measured by pedometers and set a goal as a congregation. 
19. Collect a “noisy offering” during worship as children collect change from the congregation. 
20. Collect a special offering at your weekly worship services. 
21. Hold a “Bike to Church” day where you invite people to use their bicycles instead of cars.  
22. Invite congregational members who are excited about what they are doing to support this 

year’s ride to share their stories via Temple Talks, newsletter articles, etc. 
23. Thank previous donors for their support in the past and ask them to make a contribution to 

support this year’s ride. 
24. Set a specific congregational goal in terms of miles ridden and/or financial support given. 
25. Invite people to give, so that they can have the satisfaction of knowing that they have made 

a difference in someone else’s life.  “Generosity” is one of the fruits of the Spirit. 
 

You are encouraged to invite and involve LSSI participation in your congregation: 
· Have a “Storybook Project” volunteer give a presentation. 
· Hold an LSSI/PfP Sunday in-gathering. 
· Invite an LSSI representative to speak to the congregation about its programs. 
· Contact LSSI for additional promotional resources or visit their website at LSSI.org for 

downloadable information to share with your congregation. 
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Food 
Whether prepared on site, catered, or pot-luck, a meal is a great way to encourage fellowship and gather 
people together. Consider inviting your community to share a meal with your congregation. Tickets could be 
sold or a free-will offering received to help support the cause. A meal is a great way to follow up a day’s ride 
or activity and allows others to participate and celebrate the accomplishment. 

 
Worship 
Worship is central to who we are as Christians. Include time for worship, but be flexible and creative with 
your setting. You could hold a worship service in your church building, or a service in your parking lot or 
park where bicycles are present. Wherever you gather, consider including the following: 

Prayer... 
Take time to pray for your event and for the ministry we share around our synod with LSSI. The 
following petition or one like it could be used: 

“Good and gracious God, we praise you for this opportunity to gather in your name. We ask that you 
would bless the efforts of our congregation(s) as we seek to join together in mission to support the 
work of Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. As we work together with Prisoner and Family Ministry, 
may you bring comfort and freedom to hearts and souls. As we work together with Foster Care, may 
you provide love and homes from earthly families and from the great family we have in you. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ, the source of all freedom and love.  Amen. 

Scripture... 
Reflect on what scripture says about justice and caring for the needs of the imprisoned and children.  
Here are some suggested verses: 
Luke 6:20-36 – The Beatitudes 
Matthew 25:34-40 – “Just as you did to the least of these members of my family, you did to me.” 
Psalm 82:3-4 – ��������	
����
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Matthew 19:13-15 – “Let the little children come to me...” 

 
Presentation 
It is important to provide information concerning the significant work of LSSI and their need for our 
partnership, through financial support and volunteers. When available LSSI has offered to provide an 
ambassador at events to share the story of the work we do together. They will also provide material about 
LSSI’s “Children’s Community Services” and “Prisoner and Family Ministry” programs. Call Molly Arnoldt at 
(847) 390-1464 to order a copy of these resources or to schedule an LSSI representative to attend your 
event. You may also contact her by e-mail at Molly.Arnoldt@LSSI.org.  A model presentation format could 
include: 

¨ Welcome and Introduction 
¨ Sharing from LSSI representative 
¨ Time for questions 
¨ Special offering 
¨ Closing prayer 

 
Follow-up 
Please take pictures, videos, and notes to share the story of your event. E-mail these pictures, videos, and 
stories to PedalforaPurpose@yahoo.com and they will be compiled into a montage that will be shared at the 
Synod Assembly.   

�

A “S UGGESTED” P FP EVENT MODEL FORMAT 
Over the past four years, a format that has been effective and easy to 
organize...includes food, worship, and a presentation. 
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A Cycling Event 
 

If you would like to organize a bicycle ride, here are some things to consider: 
1. Safety first! Require cyclists to wear helmets, bring water, obey traffic signals, and use turning signals. 
2. Plan a route that is safe and easy to follow.  Be sure to drive the route ahead of time to avoid any 

gravel, construction, or dangerous intersections. 
3. Station people or signs at all turns to make sure everyone stays together. 
4. Have a volunteer drive a “Sag Wagon” behind the riders to pick up anyone needing a lift. 
��� Provide drinks and snacks at the end to help those cyclists recover.�
��� Provide a First Aid Kit.�

Safety Pledge for Bicycle Rider 
All riders must read and sign the following waiver. 

 
In compliance with all traffic laws and the courtesies of bicycling, I hereby pledge to: 

¨ Ride to the right of the center line 
¨ Obey all stop signs and stoplights 
¨ Ride no more than two abreast 
¨ Yield right of way to emergency vehicles 
¨ Take responsibility for my own safety 
¨ Ride as far to right as is practical at all times 
¨ Wear a properly fitted and certified helmet at all times while riding 
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active role in understanding and accepting these risks, conditions, and hazards. 
 

I also agree that I, and no one connected with “Pedal for a Purpose,” am responsible for my safety while I 
participate in this ride.  I hereby release “Pedal for a Purpose,” its organizers, the Central/Southern Illinois 
Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and all connected persons from all liability for any injury 
or damages.  This statement of risk and safety pledge and signatures thereto, shall be valid and apply to all 
portions of the ride. 

 
  

Participant Signature Date 
 
 
  

Parent/Guardian Signature (if participant is under 18) Date�
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 HELPFUL  HINTS FOR A 

 CYCLING EVENT 
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 COMMUNICATE ! COMMUNICATE ! 

 COMMUNICATE ! 

Tips for Submitting Press Releases to Local Media 
 

¨ Please be sure to address your press release to the appropriate person and/or department. 
Sometimes items are not published because they never arrive at the right person’s desk or they are 
not forwarded. 

¨ Double-space the text of your press release. This will allow room for media personnel to edit what you 
have written so that it conforms to their style. 

¨ Submit your press release in a timely fashion. Every editor has publication deadlines that have to be 
met.  Help them do their work by submitting things on time. 

¨ Include your name and contact information on the top of the press release, in the event that the copy 
editor needs to get in touch with you for additional information. 

¨ Include the date that you submitted the press release on the press release AND the date that you 
wish the information to be released. For example, (today’s date'�� (��� ���
����
� �
�
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release by (date of release). 

¨ Do NOT submit any hand-written press releases. The editor may not be able to read your 
handwriting. Submit type-written press releases only! 

¨ Space is usually a limited commodity in most publications, so do NOT make demands about your 
press release. Most copy editors will place it as space is available. Being argumentative or 
demanding will not secure a prominent place for your press release. 

¨ After the press release has appeared in print, please take the time to thank the persons responsible 
for publicizing it. A quick “Thank You” goes a long way in developing a positive relationship with the 
media and it may make it easier to get something published next time. 

�� dering T-Shirts... 
To order official “Pedal for a Purpose 2017” t-shirts for your event go to 
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Directly place your order through Outbreak Designs. If you have questions, call 
them directly at (217) 370-5418. Shirts are available in all sizes at $10 each + 
shipping.  Group orders must be placed at least 10 days in advance. The name 
of your congregation can be added to the front of the shirt (see photo at left).�

Venues to use…  
 

¨ Congregational bulletins 
¨ Congregational newsletters 
¨ Congregational website 
¨ Post on Facebook 
¨ Send out a tweet 
¨ Use local radio station 
¨ Use local TV station 
¨ Use local newspaper 
¨ Post flyers in local businesses 
¨ Send invitations to local congregations 
¨ Invite your neighbors and friends 
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A Communications Strategy 
 

Once your congregation has decided that it will participate in the 2017 Pedal for a Purpose ride, share that 
news (and further developments) with the congregation on a regular basis. 

 
Sample Updates: 
Update #1: 

The Church Council has authorized the formation of a Pedal for a Purpose Team, who will assist the 
congregation in the development of plans for this year’s Pedal for a Purpose ride, which seeks to raise a 
total of $50,000 from across the Central/Southern Illinois Synod. This year’s offerings will be shared with 
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) for its “Prisoner and Family Ministry” and “Children’s 
Community Services” programs. 

 

Update #2: 
We are looking for a team of 5-7 people, who will lead our Pedal for a Purpose Team, as we develop 
plans in an effort to raise money for the “Prisoner and Family Ministry” and “Children’s Community 
Services” programs of Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. The bulk of the work will be completed 
between now and the synod assembly, June 1-3, 2017. If you are interested in helping with this 
extraordinary venture, please contact (name of contact person). 

 

Update #3: 
The organizational meeting of our Pedal for a Purpose Team will be held at the church on (date + time).   
We will be looking for ideas and suggestions as to what we might do to support the fundraising efforts. 
We are hopeful that our efforts will help bolster LSSI’s “Prisoner and Family Ministry” and “Children’s 
Community Services” programs. Please share your comments with any team member. (List team 
members and contact info). 

 

Update #4: 
After considering various plans and options, the Pedal for a Purpose Team proposes the following 
activities (list activities) as we support the work of LSSI. Here are ways in which you can participate in 
what we are doing…(list options).  Please contact (name of team members) for further information. 

 

Update #5:   
If at all possible, begin promoting Pedal for a Purpose events at least four weeks before each event. On 
(date + time), our congregation will (list name of activity) in an effort to help raise funds for LSSI’s 
“Prisoner and Family Ministry” and “Children’s Community Services” programs. Each year, LSSI works 
with ___ families with members who are incarcerated and with _____ children who are in foster care.  
Your gifts can make a difference in the lives of these people. 

 

Update #6: 
We thank you for your generous support of our Pedal for a Purpose campaign this year. As of (date), we 
have received $_________ in gifts which will benefit families who are involved with LSSI’s “Prisoner and 
Family Ministry” and “Children’s Community Services” programs. We will bring our offerings to this year’s 
synod assembly, June 1-3, 2017. If you wish to make a contribution, please write a check to the 
congregation and designate it for “2017 Pedal for a Purpose”. Thank you. 

�
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 COMMUNICATE ! COMMUNICATE ! 

 COMMUNICATE ! 
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Extend the impact of your congregation’s ministry by sharing press releases with the wider community. 
 
Sample Press Releases 
 

Press Release #1:   Explain what Pedal for a Purpose is to the general community 
The members of (name of congregation), are making plans in support of this year’s Pedal for a Purpose 
campaign, which seeks to raise $50,000 for the “Prisoner and Family Ministry” and “Children’s 
Community Services” programs of Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI). Because of funding cuts in 
2016, LSSI had to cut staff and many of its’ important services. (Name of congregation) is undertaking 
this mission, because it believes in helping families and children in need. (Name of congregation) is 
working together with the other 125 congregations of the Central/Southern Illinois Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to reach our goal. For more information about this ministry, you 
may contact the church office at (telephone number). 

 

Press Release #2:   Explain the activity/event that the congregation is hosting for PfP 
On (date and time) the members of (name of congregation) will be hosting a fund-raising activity at 
(name of the location) in an effort to raise funds for Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI).  (name of 
congregation) is one of 125 congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America that is 
working towards raising $50,000 for LSSI’s “Prisoner and Family Ministry” and “Children’s Community 
Services” programs.  The general public is welcome. For more information, please call the church office 
at (telephone number). 

 

Press Release #3:   We are making a difference in people’s lives 
The members of (name of congregation) believe in making a difference in people’s lives, which is why 
the congregation is participating in this year’s Pedal for a Purpose campaign, which seeks to raise 
$50,000 for the “Prisoner and Family Ministry” and “Children’s Community Services” programs of 
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI).  We will be (description of activity) on (date/time/location). 
The general public is invited. For more information, please call the church office at (telephone number).  

 

Press Release #4:   Invite participation in the Ambassadors on Wheels 
On Thursday, June 1, members of (name of congregation) will meet at Our Lord’s Lutheran Church, 150 
Wilma Drive, Maryville, IL at noon to complete a 5-mile ride to the Gateway Center, Collinsville as part 
of this year’s Pedal for a Purpose bike ride, which seeks to raise $50,000 for Lutheran Social Services 
of Illinois. The 5-mile ride will be a leisurely pedal down the paved Schoolhouse Trail, a downhill and 
level trail that is appropriate for any cyclist.  Riders who wish to participate in the Ambassadors on 
Wheels ride must register by Sunday, May 28, 2017. You may register by e-mail at 
PedalforaPurpose@yahoo.com or call the church office at (telephone number) for further information. 

 

Press Release #5:   Share event results and thank the general community 
Thank you for your generous support of this year’s Pedal for a Purpose event, sponsored by (name of 
congregation). Because of you, we received $__________, which will be sent to Lutheran Social 
Services of Illinois (LSSI) for their “Prisoner and Family Ministry” and “Children’s Community Services” 
programs.  Your gifts will be pooled with the other 125 congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America that seek to raise $50,000 for LSSI. Thank you for helping us to make a difference in 
the lives of children and families. To find out more about our ministry, call the church office at (telephone 
number).�
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Synod Assembly 
 

Whether you have completed your event or not, the annual Synod Assembly will be a great time to celebrate 
our accomplishments. 
 

Ambassadors on Wheels 
One of the great joys of our previous rides has been the opportunity to bicycle into the Synod Assembly 
convention hall, bringing greetings from the congregations along the ride and a total of collected donations.  
This year, to bring together the various events across the synod, you are invited and encouraged to send 
some “Ambassadors on Wheels” to the Synod Assembly. The Gateway Center, Collinsville, Illinois is 
surrounded by a number of bicycle trails, one of which has a perfect 5-mile stretch coming right to the 
assembly. We will meet at Our Lord’s Lutheran Church, 150 Wilma Drive, Maryville at 12:00 p.m. and 
depart at 12:30pm. The 5-mile ride will be a leisurely pedal down the paved Schoolhouse Trail, a 
predominantly downhill and level trail that is appropriate for most any cyclist. We will arrive at the Gateway 
Center around 1:00pm in plenty of time for the start of the Synod Assembly at 2:00pm. Could we have 100 
cyclists riding 5 miles each to total 500 miles? 
 

If you plan to participate, 
register by Sunday, May 28, 2017 by e-mail to 

PedalforaPurpose@yahoo.com 
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 CELEBRATE A SUCCESS! 

Financial Matters 
 

By sending your donations directly to the synod office we will best keep track of your donation and assure it 
goes towards our identified areas of ministry. We would like to have as many of the donations submitted by 
the Synod Assembly on June 1-3, 2017 to celebrate our accomplishments and to encourage additional 
support. If your congregation has a fund for outreach (such as an endowment fund, memorial fund, etc.) 
consider giving a gift through Pedal for a Purpose. 
 

We recognize the uniqueness of each congregation when it comes to maximizing its fund-raising efforts. 
While most congregations may complete their Pedal for a Purpose in time for this year’s synod assembly, 
those who do not are encouraged to remit their offerings to the synod office at the completion of their fund-
raising projects.  Thank you for your generous support! 
 

Central/Southern Illinois Synod 
524 S 5th St.  /  Springfield, IL  62701 

 
 
After Your Event...Share Your Story ! 
 

Congratulations! You have successfully completed your event! Now it is time to record and celebrate your 
success. 

 

Please send some of your best pictures and a narrative of your event to PedalforaPurpose@yahoo.com.  
We will make a montage of photos and share highlights from your events with all gathered at the Synod 
Assembly in June. Be sure to also let your local media know so they can spread the news around your 
community. 



���

Enclosed please find my/our donation 

to this year’s Pedal for a Purpose. 

 

Send receipt to: 

NAME   

ADDRESS   

CITY / STATE / ZIP   

AMOUNT ENCLOSED �

Make checks payable to: 
 

 Central/Southern Illinois Synod 
In memo line: 
 Indicate “Pedal for a Purpose” 
Mail to: 
 

 Ms. Glenna Senters, Bookkeeper 
 Central/Southern Illinois Synod 
 524 South Fifth Street 
 Springfield  IL  62701 
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